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Planning for 
the future 
is at the 
forefront 
Tavares — Lake County’s 
management team is continually 
working to prepare for the 
future.

This year has been filled with 
productive change. As County 
Government downsizes to meet 
revenue shortfalls, the timing to 
look at the organization’s structure 
to improve operational efficiency 
and effectiveness is opportune. 
As the County downsized, it has 
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Umatilla — Opened in May 2009, the North Lake Community Park is 
the largest recreational complex managed by the Parks & Trails Division. 

The 96-acre park, located east of the City of Umatilla, features many 
amenities, including an expansive playground area, four picnic pavilions, 
two restroom facilities, two basketball courts, six tennis courts, four 
sand volleyball courts, two baseball fields, two softball fields, two soccer 

fields, three multi-use fields, concession stands, 1.4-mile perimeter trail 
loop and .75-mile nature trail.

The primary purpose of the park is to offer recreational sports fields. The 
ball fields can be reserved for league play for a fee, or are otherwise open for 
general use. The park is a former orange grove. Many citrus trees still make 
up its property boundaries, and the landscaping is all Florida natives. y

Recreational sports complex features ball fields, trails

More info: (352) 253-4950; parksandtrails@lakecountyfl.gov; www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: parks

New park promises 
fun for everyone

l o c a l  
weather

average monthly  
climate

75°75° 90°90°
	 winter	 summer

Lake County is ideal for outdoor 
nature-based vacations due to its 
year-round mild climate. The 
average annual rainfall is 50 
inches, occurring primarily in 
the summer months.

V I E W P O I N T 

Positioning 
for long-term  
economic 
vitality
L ake County, similar to other 

local governments across the 
nation, is feeling the impact of the 
current economic recession. Lake 
County has a strong governmental 
structure in place. The Board and 
our staff are capable of meeting 
these economic challenges.

Positioning   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  pg. 2

By: Welton G. Cadwell,  
Chairman

M ore than 50 professionals, including business 
entrepreneurs, land-use planners, engineers, 

architects, hoteliers, civil engineers, solid-waste staff 
and public health & government officials, attended 
the “Professionals Turning Green Symposium” in 
June 2009 at Lakeside Inn in Mount Dora.

The symposium was hosted by the Lake 
County Green Team and featured more than 
20 presenters covering a variety of topics 
including green energy, green enterprise, 

green government, green construction, green lodging, 
conserving water resources and greening solid waste. A 

month later, the Green Team presented an “Envisioning 
Better Communities” workshop to help local governments and planning 

& engineering professionals understand how to take advantage of the current economy by 
reviewing and updating their land development regulations to promote green concepts and designs.y

More info: (352) 343-9647; www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: green

The business  
of being green

MOUNT DORA 

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/green_team/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/emergency_management/weather/
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CLEANER LAKES — Commissioner Elaine Renick, District 2, helps Cathie Catasus,  
Lake County Adopt-a-Lake Program Coordinator, with a water-quality sample.

BUSINESS FIRST — Commissioner Linda Stewart, District 4, talks with James Spencer,  
Site Manager for the University of Central Florida business incubator in Leesburg.

INDUSTRY INNOVATION — Commissioner Jimmy Conner, District 3, congratulates Orin 
Owen, Director of IT for Tavares-based G&T Conveyor Company, for the company’s 2009 
William C. Schwartz Industry Innovation Award from the Metro Orlando EDC.

However, the challenges this 
past year were addressed by 
taking steps to position ourselves 
for future success by promoting 
positive changes. Recognizing the 
importance of continued progress 
for needed services, the Board 
focused on public investments to 
improve the community. These 
types of projects came in various 
dimensions.

A few of these ventures that I 
am particularly proud of are the 
Cooper Memorial Library, North 
Lake Community Park and  
downtown campus improvements. 
These successful projects not only 
put hundreds of people to work 
during the construction phase, 
but they added immeasurable 
benefits to the community. 

Projects similar to these are sound 
investments for our community 
as they improve the quality of 
life for citizens and have the 
potential to improve the County’s 
economic outlook. For example, 
the new recreational park in 
Umatilla is quickly becoming a 
regional attraction for various 
sporting tournaments, which 
brings thousands of visitors to the 
County to spend their money at 
our local businesses.

We are facing great uncertainty 
and daunting challenges in this 
new economy, but as we have in 
the past, we will come together as 
a community in partnership and 
collaboration to find solutions 
to keep our County successfully 
moving forward.y

Positioning
from cover 

SERVICE ORIENTED — Commissioner Jennifer S. Hill, District 1, receives a tour of the new Tax Collector’s office in downtown Tavares from 
Carolyn Richardson, Director of Support Services.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT — Chairman Welton G. Cadwell, District 5, speaks with Todd Luce, Captain with the Sheriff’s Office and Executive 
Board Member for Greater Lake Youth Athletic Program, about the new fields at North Lake Community Park.

County Commissioners 
roll up their sleeves
Lake County — All persons are listed left to right in photo captions.

E N V I R O N M E N T
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Projects reduce 
lake pollutants
EUSTIS

T he Lake County Stormwater 
Section of the Department 

of Public Works, Engineering 
Division, embarked on its most 
aggressive improvement program 
in 2009.

According to Mary Hamilton, 
Stormwater Project Manager, the 
construction of three regional ponds 
reduces pollutants to area lakes.

Hollondel Road ��
Stormwater Pond  
The St. Johns River Water 
Management District 
purchased the 17.5-acre 
property. The 8-acre 
pond treats runoff from 
the Hawthorne Village 
community and a portion  
of County Road 48.

Start planning your  
next trip to Lake County at  

www.LakeCountyFL.com

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.lakecountyfl.com
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made changes to the current de-
partmental organizational format 
and responsibilities.

The Department of Public  
Resources was created and is  
dedicated to providing leisure and 
quality of life services to the public. 
The resulting synergy among the  
talented individuals in the new 
Department offers a creative and 

proactive approach to 
integrate events and  
programs. Sports, rec-
reation, environmental  
leisure opportunities, 
children’s events and 

educational programs will offer  
complementary activities and en-
hanced integrated programs.

Additionally, the reorganization 
reduced the number of departments. 
Information Outreach, years ago a 
function of Information Technolo-
gy (IT), merged with IT once again 
to offer a more unified approach to 
the County’s technological capabili-
ties. The Department of Tourism & 
Business Relations joined the larger 
Department of Public Resources to 
support a more global approach to 
leisure services.

The County’s department direc-
tors are honored to be a part of 
the team of employees responsible  
for carrying out the directives of 
the Board of Commissioners. 
Please enjoy reading the following 
“Lake County Headlines,” which 
highlight the County’s accom-
plishments and demonstrates its 
commitment to serve the citizens 
of Lake County. y

Planning from cover 

Lake County  
Organizational  
Structure

Program improves 
customer service

More bite in 
animal law

TAVARES — Lake County Commissioners 
toughened its animal control ordinance 
this past fiscal year to encourage owners 
to be more responsible in controlling  
their animals.

The ordinance includes stiffer penalties 
for owners of animals that cause injuries or 

property damage. Under the new ordinance, 
a first offense could cost the owner $500. If 

the attack results in an injury that requires 
medical attention, the first offense could be as 

much as $1,000. Depending on various factors, 
such as severity of damage, an animal’s history 

and owner’s negligence, a fine could reach as high as 
$10,000. The previous maximum fine was $168. y

More info: (352) 343-9688;  
www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: ordinance

Appointing 50 of its employees as “ambassadors of change,” the 
Department of Employee Services & Quality Improvement initiated 
a process-improvement program for customer-service operations.

In less than 12 months, the program is responsible for 71 
improvements in County operations. Using a six-step approach, 
ambassadors are asked to identify problems in work processes, 
analyze the issue, find potential solutions, select the best possible 
solution, implement a solution and then analyze the change. 
Some of the adopted process-improvement changes include:

The Department of Procurement Services implemented a ;;
process to automate bids for items under $25,000.

Information Outreach ;;
Division worked with the 
Animal Services Division to 
post adoptable pets to the 
County’s Web site.

The Department of Public ;;
Works developed a method for customers to call ahead to 
order a specific map to be printed.

The Tourism & Business Relations Division designed training ;;
for front-line employees for specific tourism questions and 
customer interactions.

The Code Enforcement Division worked with the ;;
Telecommunications Division to implement a process that 
enables weekend customer phone calls to be immediately 
forwarded to the code officers on duty for follow-up.

The objective for process improvement ambassadors 
is to continue providing Lake County citizens with the 

best customer service experience available. y

Lakes from page 2 

More info: (352) 483-9000;  
www.lakecountyfl.gov, 
keyword: stormwater

Dead River Stormwater Pond  ��
& Restoration Project  
The 8.5-acre site was a joint purchase between Stormwater and Public 
Lands Management. The 7-acre pond treats runoff from the Imperial 
Terrace community and a portion of Dead River Road.

Getford Road  ��
Drainage Improvements 
This joint project with the City of Eustis includes a 10-acre 
pond with a proposed trail around the perimeter.

County 
Leadership

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/county_attorney/ordinances.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/county_attorney/ordinances.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_works/engineering/stormwater_management_program.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_works/engineering/stormwater_management_program.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_works/engineering/stormwater_management_program.aspx
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Small upgrades  
pay dividends
TAVARES — Two small facility projects were completed in 2009 to assist small, but specialized and 
important, operations of County government.

Wat e r  Q u a l i t y

The Water Quality Services Division of the 
Department of Environmental Utilities moved into 
expanded lab quarters. The addition to the existing 
1,900-square-foot lab helps streamline the Division’s 
operations. The lab, which is certified by the National 
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program, 
conducts water-quality tests for groundwater, 
surface water, springs, drinking water and industrial 
wastewater. Lab clients include local governments, 
businesses and citizens. The project included replacing 
the roof on the entire building, repainting the structure 
and updating the lab’s air handling system. 

S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s

The Special Projects Section of the Department 
of Public Works, Road Operations Division, 
moved into a new facility on County Landfill 
Road. The new 9,300-square-foot facility includes 
a small office space and two-bay garage joined 
by a large covered area for storing equipment. 
To accomplish various types of construction 
projects, Special Projects has a diverse set of heavy 
equipment including dump trucks, steel wheel 
rollers, traffic rollers, a track hoe, water pumps, 
semi-trucks, loaders, a grater, fuel trucks, flatbeds 
and a chipper truck. y

Communication 
system benefits  
all public safety
Tavares

T he Department of Public Safety, Communications Technologies 
Division, introduced a new countywide 800 MHz public safety 

radio system in July 2009.

For the first time, the new 800 MHz radio system allows for the 
coordination of all Lake County’s emergency response services, including 
the Lake County Sheriff’s Office, Lake County Fire Rescue and all local 
police and fire departments. To upgrade the County’s existing VHF radio 
system, the Board of County Commissioners approved a contract with 
Motorola in September 2007, following nearly two years of planning 
and frequency coordination.

“Public safety organizations in Lake County have lacked a means of 
dependable inter-agency communication,” said Gary Kaiser, Director 
of the Department of Public Safety. 
“For the first time, the completion 
of the 800 MHz project allows for 
portable communications across the 
entire County.” 

The new 800 MHz radio system better 
equips all public safety personnel with 
the ability to communicate across all 
agencies and first responders in daily as 
well as crisis situations. y

Public safety 
radio system 
broadcasts

Bringing  
assistance  
to others
UMATILLA, GROVELAND & CLERMONT

The Department of Community Services hosted three Public Assistance 
Days in June, July & August 2009 to bring needed services to those who, 
for various reasons, couldn’t access a variety of public service providers.

“There are a lot of needy families in Lake County,” said Maria Granado, 
Manager of the Lake County Community Health Worker Program. 
“We need to reach them, and we felt this was the best way.”

More than a dozen different county, state and non-profit organizations 
participated in the Public Assistance Days, including the Florida 
Department of Children & Families, Lake County Health Department 
and Florida KidCare. y

More info: (352) 742-6504

Adopt-a-Pet  
from Lake County 
Animal Services

www.lakecountyfl.gov 
keyword: adopt

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/animal_services/
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More info: (352) 536-2275; www.mylakelibrary.org

New public library  
speaks volumes

LakeXpress service 
extends to North Lake
UMATILLA

A new bus route for LakeXpress 
runs from the Altoona Post 
Office on State Road 19 to the 
community of Zellwood on U.S. 
Highway 441 where passengers 
can transfer to LYNX, Central 
Florida’s bus system.

The new route is the fourth for 
LakeXpress. Its largest impact on 
the growing public transportation 
system is its ability to connect the 
LakeXpress’ three other routes to 
LYNX. Routes 1 and 2 opened 
in May 2007. Route 1 runs from 
The Villages to Eustis, primarily 
on U.S. Highway 441 and Route 2 
circulates in downtown Leesburg. 
Route 3, which circulates in 
downtown Mount Dora, opened 
in July 2008. y

Volunteers earn  
recognition
LEESBURG

More info: (352) 742-6590;  
www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: volunteer
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CLERMONT — A new two-story, 50,000-square-foot Cooper Memorial 
Library opened in August 2009 on Lake-Sumter Community College’s South 
Lake Campus.

The $12.7 million project was a collaborative public and academic library 
between Lake County, Lake-Sumter Community College and the University of 
Central Florida. The new library replaces the former 7,300-square-foot public 
library in downtown Clermont.

The library features a collection of 75,000 items, wireless Internet access; 125 public computers,  
an information commons with 54 computers, a technology lab with 35 computers, a meeting room that  
can accommodate 150, a bookstore, café, children’s story room and garden, teen room, Law Library and  
traditional & virtual reference services. y

In April 2009, VolunteerLAKE presented the PEAR 

Association with the President’s Volunteer Service 

Award. The association is a group of about 150 

volunteers that work to improve the County’s Palatlakaha 

Environmental and Agricultural Reserve (PEAR) Park.

The award is in recognition of their outstanding 

volunteer service in 2008 of 10,675 service hours. The 

PEAR Association has been instrumental in improving 

and restoring the conservation property. One of the 

volunteers’ first projects was completing the park’s  

1.5-mile trail that borders the Palatlakaha River.

“This is the first time in the 16 years of existence of 

VolunteerLAKE that an organization has achieved 

this honor,” said Helena Osborne-Ponsi, 

Lake County’s Volunteer Coordinator. 

“We have documented service hours 

completed in 2008 as a 

$216,000 savings to the 

citizens of Lake County.” y

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/volunteer_program/
http://www.ridelakexpress.com/
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Registry
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Groveland — In an effort 
to help promote and connect local 
artists, musicians and cultural 
venues, the Tourism & Business 
Relations Division launched the 
Lake County Artist Registry on its 
Web site at www.lakecountyfl.com. 

Since its inception in November 
2008, nearly five dozen users have  
signed up for the free service.  
Artists, musicians and cultural 
venue operators are encouraged 
to sign up for the Artist Registry 
by providing contact information. 
In addition, the Registry provides 
artists an opportunity to upload 
examples of their work accompanied 
by short concept statements. 

“Another benefit is it inspires 
collaboration and synergy among 
artists to promote their craft, as 
well as enhance and grow their 
artistic efforts,” said Kathy Pagan 
with the Tourism & Business 
Relations Division. y

More info: (352) 429-4755; welcomecenterinfo@lakecountyfl.gov; www.lakecountyfl.com, keyword: artist

Searching for code 
cases just got easier
Tavares — The Department of Conservation & Compliance 
unveiled a searchable database of open and closed code 
enforcement cases and complaints on the County’s Web site 
at www.lakecountyfl.gov.

“This is a great tool because it allows citizens who have 
made a complaint anonymously to check on code actions 
taken without risking their anonymity,” said Gregg Welstead, 
Director of the Department.

As soon as a code complaint is received, it is posted online. 
All code cases from the past three years are available online, 
as well as closed cases that went before the special master 
from as far back as 1997. The online database is also useful for 
citizens desiring to issue a code complaint. By checking the 
database, one can determine if there is already an existing 
code complaint filed. y 

More info: (352) 343-9639;  
www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: code

Presenting 
more maps
Tavares — The Geographic Information Services (GIS) Division launched a new interactive mapping 
Web page in May 2009.

The online map features faster download times, additional map layers and more search capabilities. The 
entire interface was redesigned to a sleeker and more user-friendly layout.

“There are a lot more layers available,” said Kevin Willis, GIS Division Director. “The old version has less 
than a dozen layers; the new one has more than 50 layers.”

A few of the new map layers available include County parks, trails, fire stations and fire hydrants. In addition 
to more map layers, the interactive map also contains more information on each individual parcel. Drawing stats 
from the Lake County Property Appraiser’s Web site, each parcel listing includes more property information, 
such as land value and assessed value. y

More info: (352) 343-9775;  
http://gis.lakecountyfl.gov/gisweb/

http://www.lakecountyfl.com
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/artist_registry/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/government/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/conservation_and_compliance/code_enforcement/cases.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/conservation_and_compliance/code_enforcement/cases.aspx
http://gis.lakecountyfl.gov/gisweb/
http://gis.lakecountyfl.gov/gisweb/
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$S L ake County partnered with the City of Leesburg and the 
University of Central Florida (UCF) Research Foundation 

to strengthen a business incubator at the Leesburg Business & 
Technology Center.

The agreement provides tools, training and infrastructure to start-up 
companies. The incubator was created through a partnership between 

Leesburg, Lake-Sumter Community College Business Resources Center, 
Leesburg Chamber of Commerce and SCORE.

“Business incubation is a critical element of economic-development 
strategy,” said Dottie Keedy, Director of the Department of 
Economic Growth & Redevelopment. “Studies show that 95 percent 
of companies stay in the community where they are established.” y

More info: (352) 343-9866; egr.lakecountyfl.gov

W E B S I T E

New Web 
site helps 
grow Lake 
businesses 
TAVARES — The Depart-
ment of Economic Growth & 
Redevelopment launched a new 
Web site, designed in-house, 
featuring County demograph-
ics, available business resources 
and information on a variety of 
incentive programs.

The site’s free “available 
property finder” uses mapping 
technology from the County’s 
Geographic Information Ser-
vices Division. The available 
properties section lists detailed 
information on commercial, 
industrial and retail properties 
and undeveloped lots, such as 
square footage, sale and lease 
information, location and 
photographs. Real estate bro-
kers and property owners have 
uploaded to the Web site more 
than 170 industrial & retail 
properties and undeveloped 
lots that are for sale or lease. In 
addition, for each listed prop-
erty, demographic and business 
reports for the surrounding 
area are available.y

More info: (352) 343-9867; 
http://egr.lakecountyfl.gov

Tradeshow aids businesses
Tavares — Representatives from more 
than 300 businesses stepped into the 
Lake County Administration Building in 
February 2009 for an opportunity to meet 
face-to-face with procurement officials from 
local governments and agencies throughout 
Lake County.

The agencies represented at the First 
Annual Reverse Vendor Tradeshow included 
Lake County Government, Lake-Sumter 
Community College, Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office, Lake County Clerk of Courts, Lake-
Sumter Community College’s Business 
Resources Center, Lake County Schools and the 

municipalities of Eustis, Lady Lake, Leesburg 
and Tavares. The tradeshow assisted businesses 
by giving them an opportunity to learn how 
to do business with local governments in Lake 
County. On the other hand, local governments 
learned of potential new vendors to increase 
the competitive bidding process. y

More info: (352) 343-9839; www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: procurement

Incubator 
hatches new 
business
LEESBURG 

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/animal_services/
http://egr.lakecountyfl.gov/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/procurement_services/
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County unveils parking garage, office building 

Healthy building 
receives certification
UMATILLA

T he Lake County 
Health Department 

clinic in Umatilla, located 
at 249 E. Collins St., was 
officially certified in 2009 
with a silver rating in  
the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design rating system.

The new facility, which 
opened in 2008, enables 
the Lake County Health 

Department to offer clinical services to the surrounding community, 
including family health, maternity, immunizations and specialty clinics. 
A few of the green-building initiatives implemented at the health clinic 
include increased insulation, solar panels, fluorescent lights with motion 
sensors, low-flow fixtures coupled with sensors and automatic controls,  
native Florida landscaping, a computerized heating and cooling system  
with an advanced filtration unit and a reflective roof to decrease  
heat-island effects. y

More info: (352) 771-5500; www.lakechd.com

TAVARES — The Department of Facilities Development & Management 
completed in summer 2009 one of the County’s largest facility projects to 
date: an eight-story, 1,547-space parking garage; central energy plant; 
and two-story office building for the Tax Collector and Property Appraiser 
offices. The project’s total cost was $3.5 million below budget.

Construction began in May 2008 by PPI Construction. Located between 
Sinclair and Texas avenues, the free parking garage is open to the public 

and employees. The entrance and exit to the parking garage is located 
off Sinclair Avenue.

“During the construction process, the Department hosted monthly 
meetings with stakeholders and conducted walkthroughs of the 
construction site,” said Jim Bannon, Department Director. “In addition, 
on a weekly basis the staff met with the architect and contractor to 
discuss the project’s progress.” y

More info: (352) 742-3810; www.youtube.com/user/lakecountyfl

Securing 
stimulus 
funding
TAVARES — Lake County 
was awarded funding from 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
commonly known as the “stimulus 
bill,” that will benefit a variety  
of projects.

The Department of Public 
Works received about $8 mil-
lion for road resurfacing and 
bridge replacement projects, 
including resurfacing County 
Road 474 from State Road 33 
to U.S. Highway 27 and replac-
ing the Lois Drive Bridge. More 
than $3 million was earmarked 
to improve services provided 
by the Public Transportation 
Division, such as purchasing 
new para-transit vehicles and 
constructing bus shelters. y

Clermont — Lake County is 
a 2008 recipient of the American 
City & County Crown Commu-
nity Award for the construction 
of Cagan Crossings Community 
Library, located in the unincorpo-
rated community of Four Corners.

The award recognizes the 
leadership and creativity from 
local governments that have lasting 
effects on residents, businesses 
and the environment. The library, 
which opened in February 
2008, was completed on time, 
under budget and in substantial 
compliance with green-
building standards.

Construction contributions in-
cluded a $500,000 Florida Public  
Library Construction Grant, a 
$198,000 U.S. Department of 
Housing & Urban Development  
Economic Development Initiative 
Grant and a Cagan Crossings Ltd. 
pledge of $302,000 for exterior 
improvements and discounted 
purchase price. In addition, 
by inter-local agreements, the 
neighboring counties of Osceola 
and Polk are providing financial  
support for their share of ongoing 
library operations. It is a unique 
example of a true multi-county 

partnership. y

Library records 
prestigious award

More info: (352) 243-1840; www.mylakelibrary.org

http://www.lakechd.com
www.youtube.com/user/lakecountyfl
http://www.mylakelibrary.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
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Brief Summary of  
Irrigation Rules

Prohibited between 10 a.m.  ��
and 4 p.m.

During daylight-saving time, ��
limited to no more than two days 
per week on scheduled days

Residential irrigation at odd numbered yy
addresses or no addresses allowed on 
Wednesday and Saturday

Residential irrigation at even numbered yy
addresses allowed on Thursday  
and Sunday

Nonresidential irrigation allowed on yy
Tuesday & Friday

During Eastern Standard Time, ��
limited to no more than one day 
per week on scheduled days

Residential irrigation at odd yy
numbered addresses or no 
addresses allowed on Saturday

Residential irrigation at even yy
numbered addresses allowed on 
Sunday

Nonresidential irrigation allowed  yy
on Tuesday

Limited to no more than ¾ inch of ��
water per zone per irrigation day

Code to save water
TAVARES — The Code Enforcement Services Division began enforcing landscape irrigation rules 
in May 2009 after the Lake County Board of County Commissioners approved an ordinance 
giving the Division authority to enforce the rules established by the St. 
Johns River Water Management District.

The first violation of the ordinance is a written warning. 
The second violation is a minimum $50 with subsequent 
violations doubling each time to a maximum of 
$1,000 for each violation. Residents can make a 
landscape irrigation complaint by calling the Code 
Enforcement Services Division. A searchable 
database of open and closed code enforcement 
cases and complaints is available on the County 
Web site.

More info: (352) 343-9639;  
www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: code

More than 1,500 visitors and 75 exhibitors attended 
the first-ever Lake County Green Fair at Wooton 

Park in Tavares on Nov. 1, 2008.

“I think the community as a whole was eager to 
participate and wanted to learn more about how they 
can be environmentally friendly,” said Amye King, 
Director of the Department of Growth Management 
and organizer of the event, along with other employees 
from the Lake County Green Team.

In addition to environmental information shared at 
the event, the Green Fair provided an opportunity 
for the community to dispose household-hazardous 
chemicals, recyclables and old thermometers and 

thermostats containing mercury. More than two pounds 
of mercury was safely disposed of at the event. y

More info: (352) 343-9647;  
www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: green

Celebrating  
the Earth

Leesburg — The Parks & 
Trails Division hosted a 2009 
Earth Day celebration in April 
at Palatlakaha Environmental 
and Agricultural Reserve 
(PEAR) Park with nature hikes, 
educational presentations and 
informational exhibits.

Hikes featured information on 
bird watching, butterfly watching 
and geocaching. Presentation 
topics included invasive plants, 
geology, bird watching and land 
restoration. y

More info:  
(352) 253-4950;  

parksandtrails@
lakecountyfl.gov;  

www.lakecountyfl.gov, 
keyword: parks

www.sjrwmd.com/wateringrestrictions
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/conservation_and_compliance/code_enforcement/cases.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/conservation_and_compliance/code_enforcement/cases.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/green_team/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/green_team/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
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Setting the wheels turning

F rom hiking to swimming to picnicking, there are exciting natural 
adventures for children around every corner in Lake County. 

The Tourism & Business Relations Division released an interactive  
CD-ROM, titled “A Kid’s Passport to Lake County,” detailing 
many of these fun activities.

“Using their home computer, children can explore the many 
treasures and adventures awaiting them in Lake County,” said 
Greg Mihalic, Director of the Lake County Tourism & Business 
Relations Division. “Kids can learn about wildlife, habitats, 
history and more through games and colorful, kid-friendly 
interfaces. This CD is fun for the whole family to explore.”

The CD-ROM, designed in-house by the Information 
Outreach Division, features a variety of fun games that are 
influenced by the many adventures found in Lake County. 
A few of the interactive games include travel bingo, scavenger 
hunts, trivia, mazes, puzzles and word scrambles. y

TAVARES — The Department of Environmental 
Utilities unveiled a “RE-Cycle Program” that 
allows residents to pick up discarded bicycles on a 
first-come, first-serve basis from the Central Solid 
Waste Facility.

Residents disposing of bicycles at the Central 
Solid Waste Facility are asked if they would like to 
participate in the RE-Cycle Program by making their 

bicycle available for reuse. The reusable bicycles are 
located in the bicycle corral and made available to 
Lake County residents at no charge. 

“This program is a much needed and highly 
requested one,” said Daryl Smith, Director of the 
Department of Environmental Utilities. “It allows 
residents to reduce, reuse and recycle instead of 
adding to our landfill.” y

More info: (352) 343-3776; www.lakecountyfl.gov, keyword: environmental

More info: (352) 429-3673; welcomecenterinfo@lakecountyfl.gov; www.lakecountyfl.gov/kidscd

Perfecting getaway planning
GROVELAND — A new trip planner on Lake County’s Tourism Web site 
allows visitors to plan every aspect of their vacation online.

The online trip planner gives the ability to select from more than 500 tourism-
related businesses, such as campgrounds, theaters, art galleries, marinas and bed 
& breakfast inns. By selecting an activity or attraction, the user can save it to his 
or her online itinerary. A personalized itinerary can be printed out or e-mailed 
and is automatically saved. 

In addition, events from the Tourism’s online event calendar can be added to an itinerary. Each listing in the 
trip planner features a wealth of information, such as a photograph of the location, physical and Web address, 
phone number, driving directions and a brief summary. y

More info: (352) 429-3673; welcomecenterinfo@lakecountyfl.gov;  
www.lakecountyfl.com

LakeXpress buses operate  
Monday-Friday, 6 a.m. to 7:45 p.m.

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/environmental_utilities/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/kidscd
http://www.lakecountyfl.com
http://www.lakecountyfl.com
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/kidscd
http://www.lakecountyfl.com
http://www.ridelakexpress.com/
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Public Safety
Transportation

Contingencies & Reserves
General Government

Government Facilities Expansion
Solid Waste Management & Physical Environment

Economic Development
Library & Parks

Human Services
Judiciary

Public Lands

Where the Money Goes*
Source: FY 2008-2009 Adopted Budget

*Does not include Interfund transfers except for:
Transfers to the Sheri� shown under Public Safety and transfers to the other constitutional o�cers shown under General Government
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Revaluation of Existing Property Values

The Basics About Lake County
Estimated Population   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   307,243	
(2008 Estimate, U.S. Census Bureau, released 3/20/08)

Land Area Square Miles  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     1,156

County Seat  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  Tavares

Registered Voters  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  189,684 
(Lake County, Florida Supervisor of Elections, updated 10/02/09)

Property Value 2009
Taxable Value of Real Estate  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    $19,587,057,728

Taxable Value of Residential  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    $15,376,700,579

Taxable Value of Commercial/Industrial  .     .     .     .    $3,544,848,755

Employment
Lake County Employment  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     132,693  
(June 2009 Estimate, Decision Data Resources)

Lake County Unemployment Rate   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   11.8%  
(August 2009, Workforce Central Florida)

Florida Unemployment Rate   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .    10.9%  
(August 2009, Workforce Central Florida)

National Unemployment Rate  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  9.6%  
(August 2009, Workforce Central Florida)

County Budget 2008-2009
Countywide Millage Rate  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    4.6511

Ambulance Millage Rate  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     . 0.4651

Stormwater Millage Rate   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    0.4984

Voter-Approved Millage Rate  
for Environmentally Sensitive Lands   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   0.1101

Total Approved Budget  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .    $455,606,458

Fire Rescue/Emergency Services MSTU  .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .   0.3222

Lake in Comparison
Growth Rate   .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .    36.1% 
(2000 to 2007 University of Florida, Bureau of Economic  
& Business Research)

Median Age  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    46.0  
(2009 Estimate, Metro Orlando Economic Development Commission)

Median Household Income   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  $47,755  
(2009 Estimate, Metro Orlando Economic Development Commission)

Unincorporated Population  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  155,250  
(Bureau of Economic and Business Research, University of Florida, 
Florida Estimates of Population, April 1, 2007)

Lake County’s Economic  
Growth & Redevelopment Web site,  
egr.lakecountyfl.gov,  

lists available industrial & retail properties.

ADVERTISEMENT

http://egr.lakecountyfl.gov/
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ADMINISTRATION
Leading by example 

— Contact Lake County 
Commissioners @ 352-343-
9850

Apply today! — Spots 
open on citizen committees. 
Great oppty. Call 352-343-
9850

Top manager — County 
Manager’s office. Call 352-
343-9888

Legal team — Atty. office 
provides legal counsel to 
Co. 352-343-9787

BUDGET

$$$
Prepares annual County 
budget. Call for details. 
352- 343-9452

Assessment ??? — Call 
352-343-9465 for special 
assessment questions.

COMMUNITY
SERVICES

Ride Lake — LakeXpress 
buses provide public 
transp. Great service. 352-
326-8637

Lake Connection — Low-
cost transp. to qualified 
transp. disadvantaged. 
352-326-8637

Helping children — 
Children’s Services Council 
supports local service 
providers. 352-742-6520

Senior assistance — 
Elder Affairs information 
source on elder and aging 
topics. 352-742-6520

Home help — Repair, rental 
and ownership assistance. 
Eligibility rqmt. apply. 352-
742-6530

Vet assist — Veteran Affairs 
w/information relating to 
veterans benefits. 4 more 
info call 352-742-6585

CONSERVATION
& COMPLIANCE

Code cases — Call 352-
343-9639 to register a code 
complaint, i.e. abandoned 
property

Probation services — 
Supervises offenders on 
probation for misdemeanors. 
352-742-6565

Teen court 

Jury of peers decides 
offender’s punishment. Call 
for details. 352- 742-6511

Soil & Water — Promotes 
conservation of Lake’s 
natural resources. 352-343-
2481, ext. 6

CONSTITUTIONAL
OFFICES

Supervisor of Elections 
provides info on election 
procedures. Call 352-343-
9734

It’s the Law! — Sheriff 
provides crime prev., law 
enforce. & judicial suppt. 
352-343-2101

Taxes — Tax Collector, chief 
revenue collector w/in 
County. Call 352-343-9602

Land value — Questions 
on appraisals, exemptions? 
Call Property Appr. 352-
253-2150

Clerk of Courts — 
Records, finance, courts 
management, etc. Call for 
details. 352-742-4100

ECONOMIC GROWTH
& REDEVELOPMENT  

Growing jobs — Business 
assistance, incentives avail. 
Ideal location Call 352-
343-9899

Office/warehouse avail. 
— EGR web site lists avail. 
com’l/bus. prop. 352-343-
9867 or egr.lakecountyfl.gov

Industrial sites — 
Commerce parks w/avail 
space. Great upside. 352-
343-9899

EMPLOYEE 
SERVICES
& QUALITY 

IMPROVEMENT
Employee central — 

Responsible for all BCC 
human resources activities. 
352-343-9596

ENVIRONMENTAL
UTILITIES

Trash — Call 352-343-
3776 for info on curbside 
collection of household 
garbage

RECYCLE! 

Take advantage of Co. 
recycling program. Call for 
details. 352-343-3776

Flying pests — Mosquito 
Mgmt. suppresses skeeters. 
352-343-9682

Hazardous — Dispose 
of household hazardous 
waste properly. Call 352-
343-3776

Waste unload
6 available locations for 
residential drop-off. Easy 
access. 352-343-3776

Crystal clear — Monitors 
ground and surface water. 
Water Lab 352-343-3776

Lake wellness — Adopt-
a-lake for preservation.  
Clean program! Call 352-
253-1659

Problem plants — 
Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 
controls invasive aquatic 
plants. 352-343-9682

FACILITIES
DEVELOPMENT & 

MANAGEMENT
Build on this — Const. 

and maint. of existing and 
proposed bldgs. 352-742-
3810

GROWTH
MANAGEMENT

Bldg. — Permits, inspections, 
etc. Exp. service. Free est. 
352-343-9653

Dev. Proc. — Process apps., 
impact fees, concurrency 
mgmt, etc, 352- 343-9855

CDBG — Adminsters fed. $ 
available to local gov’ts. Call 
for details. 352- 742-6515

Plan. & Comm. Design — 
Reviews comm., ind., resid. 
site development. 352-343-
9739

Zoning ? 
Questions on property 
zoning? Call 352-343-9641

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Info team — Estab. 4 web/
graphic design & media 
relations. 352-343-9603

Digital maps — GIS 
maintains geographic 
information. Call 352-343-
9775

Techies — Preserves BCC 
network, servers & 700 PCs. 
Call 352-343-9633

PROCUREMENT
SERVICES

Procure — Facilitates purch. 
of commodities & services 4 
depts. 352-343-9839

PUBLIC RESOURCES
Ag knowledge — Provides 

research-based information 
from UF. 352-343-4101

Need a book

Co. Library System offices 
& 6 branch libraries. 352-
253-6180

Visit Lake — Welcome 
Center offers brochures, 
maps & Wi-Fi. Call for 
details. 352-429-3673

Play more — More than 
2 dozen parks. Pavilion, 
ball field rentals. Call 352-
253-4950

Preserving properties 
— Public Lands program. 
Needs volunteers. 352-253-
4972

Fairgrounds — Variety of 
events, incl weekly farmer’s 
market. Great prices. 352-
357-9692

VOLUNTEER! — Exc. oppty. 
Volunteer in commty. No exp. 
req’d. Call 352-742-6590

PUBLIC SAFETY
Local heroes — 24 hr fire/

rescue protection. Reliable 
& exp’d. Call 352-343-9458

Disaster preparedness 
— Safety tips for hurricane, 
tornado, etc. avail. now. 
352-343-9420

Special care — Register 
for special-needs shelter 
program. Reliable. Call for 
details. 352-343-9420

Need a friend? 

Adopt-a-pet @ Animal 
Services. Low rts, friendly 
service. 352-343-9688

Medical waste — Safely 
dispose medical needles. 
Nice program. Chief Fillman 
352-343-9458

Can you hear me now? 
— Comm. Technologies 
handles E-911, PS Radio 
System. 352-343-9436

PUBLIC WORKS
Engineering — Incl. design, 

right-of-way, surveying, 
stormwater & transp. 352-
483-9040

Road Ops — Maintains 
+1,300 mi. rds. & signage. 
Call 352-742-0478

Fund. & Prod. — Ensures 
timely/cost-effective compltn. 
of rd. const. 352-483-9000

Shoulder more — Adopt-
a-road: volunteer litter 
prevention on Co. rds. 352-
742-0478
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ACROSS
	 1	 The County seat
	 4	 Lake was the first county in the nation to 

have this
	 6	 The largest lake entirely in Lake County
	 8	 Acronym for U.S. carmaker and County 

department
	13	 First Clerk of Court and Lake founding father
	14	 This magical man’s parents were married 

in Lake
	16	 Second largest lake in the state borders 

Lake in the north
	17	 Eustis retiree Dr. Edgar Banks was the 

inspiration for this movie franchise (2 words)
	22	 Town’s name is Native American for “lake 

of sunbeams”
	23	 Lake’s western neighbor
	24	 The first settlement in Lake
	26	 This type of exemption is available at the 

Property Appraiser’s Office (2 words)
	27	 ’84 championship Detroit Tigers 

centerfielder and Lake resident
	28	 This town is “in the hills”

DOWN
	 2	 This Constitutional Office enforces laws
	 3	 The Lake County early settler’s surname 

is commonly misspelled
	 5	 First County Commissioner inducted into 

the Women’s Hall of Fame
	 7	 Number of incorporated municipalities in 

Lake
	 9	 U.S. Marine from Altoona was awarded 

Medal of Honor
	10	 State protected river area borders 

Seminole County
	11	 Number of County Commissioners
	12	 Longest chain of lakes in Lake
	15	 This Constitutional Officer issues hunting 

& fishing licenses
	18	 Tallest mountain in peninsular Florida
	19	 Site of first post office
	20	 Lake’s top crop for many years
	21	 This community is named after a  

Scottish town
	25	 1930s writer penned this canal as “the 

most beautiful mile of water in the world”

Crossword Puzzle ANSWER KEY
ACCROSS: 1.Tavares 4.Flag 6.Griffin 8.GM 
13.Duncan 14.Disney 16.George 17.Indiana 
Jones 22.Astatula 23.Sumter 24.Astor 26. 
Homestead 27.Lemon 28.Howey 
DOWN: 2.Sherrif 3.Haynes 5.Hanson 
7.Fourteen 9. McTureous 10.Wekiva 11.Five 
12.Clermont 15.Tax Collector 18.Sugarloaf 
19.Okahumpka 20.Citrus 21.Paisley 25.Dora

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/animal_services/
http://www.mylakelibrary.org/
http://www.ridelakexpress.com/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/conservation_and_compliance/code_enforcement/cases.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/growth_management/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/government/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/budget/
http://
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/government/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/conservation_and_compliance/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/government/
http://elections.lakecountyfl.gov/
http://www.lcso.org/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/government/
http://www.lakecopropappr.com/
http://www.lakecountyclerk.org/
http://egr.lakecountyfl.gov/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/employee_services/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/environmental_utilities/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/environmental_utilities/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/government/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/information_technology/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/procurement_services/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_safety/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_works/
http://gis.lakecountyfl.gov/gisweb/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/information_technology/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/information_technology/information_outreach/
http://www.lakecountyfl.com
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/parks/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/public_resources/volunteer_program/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/commissioners/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/advisory_boards_and_committees/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/county_manager/
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/departments/county_attorney/index.aspx
http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/pdfs/information_outreach/Annual_Report_2009_Crossword.pdf

