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Inside this issue: 

It's 2008. Do you know what potential dangers your child faces? 

If you live in Orange County, it could be sexually transmitted diseases, 
which have jumped far above the state average. In Seminole County, it 
could be underage drinking among middle- and high-school students. 

In Lake, it may be teen pregnancy or life-
threatening car crashes. In Osceola, the 
danger zone may be obesity and diabetes. 
In Volusia, it could be car accidents and 
alcohol abuse. 

In a first-of-its-kind report, the Florida De-
partment of Health has combined the lat-
est data from different state agencies -- 
including motor-vehicle accident statistics, 
school safety data and health information 
-- to present a picture of the dangers fac-
ing children and teens throughout the 
state. 

What's unique about the report, the 
School-Aged Child and Adolescent Profile, 
says Betty Serow of the Florida Depart-
ment of Health, is that it gives parents and 
county officials a chance to see problem 
areas that their counties face -- and how 
they stack up against other counties. 

"Our interest is not in ranking the counties, 
saying you're a winner or a loser," Serow 
said. "It's where can the counties get the 
most bang for their buck." 
 
Excerpt from Orlando Sentinel 
June 16, 2008 
Linda Shrieves, Sentinel Staff Writer 
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Past Year Not Good for Florida’s Children 
Children’s Campaign, Inc. to launch  
Our Children: 2008 Truth Tour 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation 2008 Kids Count Data 
Book, released today, June 12, reports that Florida now 
ranks 35th in their definitive state-by-state ranking of 
child well-being. This is a drop of three places since the 
previous year. Florida is now among the bottom third 
of all states.  

After reviewing the findings, Children’s Campaign, Inc. 
is announcing a statewide public information effort, 
Our Children: 2008 Truth Tour, to educate citizens and 
candidates for elected office about the problems facing 
the state.   

“Florida must engage in a frank and transparent discus-
sion about the importance of investing wisely and at-
tending to Florida’s children. We don’t have a minute 
to waste,” said Roy Miller, President of the Children’s 
Campaign.      

Non-partisan and factual candidate education packets 
will be mailed in July in time for community discussion 
during the party primary and November general elec-
tion seasons.  This will be the seventh consecutive elec-
tion cycle that Children’s Campaign, Inc. has sponsored 
its nationally recognized non-partisan program known 
as the Candidate Connection.   

The outreach couldn’t be more timely. The Kids Count 
national ranking represents the single largest negative 
change for Florida since the year 2000.   

A review of the report’s raw data shows that Florida 
declined over the previous year on six of ten measures 
and improved on four. The report is based on 2005-06 
data, the latest available due to the time lag in collect-
ing and analyzing it.  

According to a press release issued jointly by the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation, headquartered in Maryland, and 
the Center for the Study of Children’s Futures, head-
quartered at the Louis de la Parte Institute at the Uni-
versity of South Florida, our state has shown some im-
provement since the year 2000. Six of the ten measures 
have improved since that time, while four have moved 
in a negative direction.  

Nationally, Kids Count reports conditions generally im-
proving for teens and worsening for babies.  In con-
trast, Florida’s children have shown general decline for 
both older and younger children. Florida experienced 

1,128 more low birth-weight babies than the previous 
year; 92 more infant deaths; 111 more teen deaths; 
723 more teen births; and 7,000 more teens not at-
tending school and not working.   

Florida did show improvement in two areas. The num-
ber of children in poverty declined from 713,000 to 
689,000 and the number of children in single parent 
homes declined from 1,340,000 to 1,302,000.  

Miller said that in most cases, except for the increase in 
the teen death rate, it appears that the overall gains 
and losses do not involve large changes in percent-
ages. “The raw data and the rankings lead us to believe 
that Florida is simply falling behind other states. We are 
deeply worried that the gap will get worse based on 
the recent state budget cuts.”    

More information about the Our Children: 2008 Truth 
Tour and Candidate Connection will be forthcoming.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Breaking News Addendum 
Also contained in the 2008 Kids Count Data Book , was 
an essay portraying developments in the nation’s juve-
nile justice system. Entrenched problems according to 
Douglas W. Nelson, president and CEO of the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, include the trend of blurring or ig-
noring the differences between youth and adults; the 
wholesale incarceration of juveniles that is proving it-
self to be costly, abusive and bad for public safety; the 
absence of family engagement in resolving delin-
quency; the increased prosecution of minor cases; the 
use of juvenile justice as a dumping ground for failures 
in other public systems; and the unequal justice result-
ing in disproportionate minority confinement. 

Florida’s experience mirrors the issues brought forward 
with one notable addition.  Pioneering work is being 
done in the area of gender-specific services with a Blue-
print for Girls to be issued by Children’s Campaign, Inc. 
in draft form next week. The Data Book did recognize a 
Florida-grown program, PACE Center for Girls, Inc.   

More information on Florida’s juvenile justice system 
can be found at the Children’s Campaign, Inc. compan-
ion website, www.jjmatters.org. 
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  SSPOTLIGHTPOTLIGHT O ONN......  
LLAKEAKE C COUNTYOUNTY C CHILDRENHILDREN’’SS  S SERVICESERVICES C COUNCILOUNCIL M MEMBEREMBER    

BBARBARAARBARA H HOWELLOWELL, D, DISTRICTISTRICT 2 2  

Barbara moved to Clermont with her 
husband Norman and Mother-in-law 
Mae, in November 2005 after living in 
East Orlando for 37 years.   

An active member of the Orange 
County community she immediately 
became involved in her new home 
county.   

Howell applied for and was ap-
pointed to the Children’s Services 

Council as a member-at-large in July of 2006 and then 
moved to fill a vacant District 2 seat in August that same 
year.  At the same time, she was also appointed to the Lake 
County Elder Affairs Coordinating Council.   

Howell just celebrated her 40th wedding anniversary with 
a trip to Ireland.  She has three children Christey 37, Jason 
34, and Lisa 33, and three grandsons Matthew 11, Jacob 4, 
and Riley 1.   

Howell is a faculty member working at the UCF main cam-
pus as coordinator of research for the College of Health 
and Public Affairs along with teaching in the Masters pro-
gram for Nonprofit Management. Her expertise is grantwrit-
ing and contract management.  She has provided a num-
ber of workshops for Lake County grantwriters and served 
on the grant review committees for the Children’s Services 
Council, the Mid-Florida Homeless Coalition, and the Lake 
County Enhancement Workgroup.  

A founding member of the Lake Sumter Grantsmanship 
Network, Howell continues to work with Lake County non-
profits, education, and government agencies to bring addi-
tional services to Lake County through grant writing. 

HHAVENAVEN  OFOF L LAKEAKE & S & SUMTERUMTER C COUNTIESOUNTIES , I, INCNC..   
KKELLYELLY S SMALLRIDGEMALLRIDGE, E, EXECUTIVEXECUTIVE D DIRECTORIRECTOR  

Haven of Lake & Sumter 
Counties, Inc. has served as 
the local Certified Domestic 
Violence and Sexual As-
sault agency since 1977.   

Domestic violence is a seri-
ous problem that has been 

occurring for centuries. It affects millions of people 
in the U.S. every year, most often women.  

Domestic violence can happen to anyone…
regardless of race or ethnic background, educa-
tional level, religion, marital status, physical ability, 
age, or sexual orientation.  

From providing victims with Emergency Shelter, 
Counseling, Legal Advocacy to our Children's Pro-
grams (and many other services), Haven helps over 
11,000 victims each year.   

The funding provided by CSC has assisted our Chil-
dren's Program Safe Alternative for Violence Ex-
posed Kids (SAFE Kids). A program that has been 
significantly expanded to serve all child victims 
within the realm of Haven services, to include not 
only children residing in our Emergency Shelter, but 
children receiving outreach services through our 
counseling centers. 

Haven’s Children's Programs work on not only pro-
viding counseling to child victims, but also to stop 
the cycle of violence, so these children may have a 
better chance of leading safe, healthy lives.   
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CSC Chair B.E. Thompson, Healthy Family/CHS Family Support 
Work Jacqueline La Sure, June Volunteer Judy Shelton ,  

CSC Manager  Rebecca Foley-Kearney  
Former CSC Council Member Jay Marshall 

CSC Chair  B.E. Thompson 



Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7800 ~ Tavares, FL 32778-7800  
Physical Address: 1300 S. Duncan Drive ~ Building B, Suite 3 ~ Tavares, FL 32778 

Phone: 352.742.6520 ~ Fax: 352.742.6505 ~ Rebecca Foley-Kearney 
Website: www.lakecountyfl.gov/csc 
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Contact: 352.787.1040 or 

Tuesday, 

August 12 

 
4:45 PM – 
5:45 PM 

Safe Climate Coalition Meeting – 
GUEST SPEAKER: Phil Scarpetti of DCF 
Lake Tech/Institute of Public Safety 
1565 Lane Park Cutoff, Tavares   

Tuesday, 

August 19 

 
3:00 PM – 
4:00 PM 

Lake County Juvenile Justice Council 
Lake County Community Services 
1300 S. Duncan Dr., Tavares 
(Former DCF Offices) 

Check out summer 
events for kids at our 
website: 
www.lakeline.lib.fl.us 
Just click on Events 
Calendar! 

August 6th @ 3:00 p.m. is 
the next Family Law Advi-

sory Group (FLAG) Meeting.  

Location is the 4th floor in 
Court Administration. Judge 

Semento is the Chairman. 

Contact Susan Berg 

352.253.1606 

TTOO  FINDFIND OUTOUT  MOREMORE  ABOUTABOUT  
CSC’CSC’SS::  

♦♦  MMEETINGEETING I INFORMATIONNFORMATION  

♦♦  EEVENTVENT C CALENDARALENDAR  

♦♦  RRESOURCEESOURCE D DIRECTORYIRECTORY  

♦♦ NNEWSLETTERSEWSLETTERS 

♦♦  FFUNDEDUNDED P PROGRAMSROGRAMS  

♦♦  VVOLUNTEEROLUNTEER N NOMINATIONOMINATION  
FFORMSORMS  

  
WWWWWW..LAKECOUNTYFLLAKECOUNTYFL..GOVGOV//CSCCSC  

October 17th, Haven will  be  

having it's annual Domestic  

  Violence Awareness Luncheon.   

Tickets must be purchased in  

advanced for $30/each.   

Call  for inquiries at  

352-787-5889. 

Want to schedule the Big Blue Bus for your event? 
Call the Early Learning Coalition to find out more! 

352.435.0566 

In June and July, the 
Coalition office will be 
staffed minimally.  You can 
always reach me at my num-
ber 352.408.2009.   Should 
you need to stop into the 

office for brochures, etc., please call ahead 
to make sure someone will be here.  The 
office number is 352.250.9619. 

Debi MacIntyre, Executive Director 

We will close for the 
summer from  Friday, 
June 20 at noon and 
will reopen on Mon-

day, July 28th at 8:00am.  If you need 
immediate assistance, please contact 
Jan Tobias at 352-742-6920 or email 
her at tobiasj@lake.k12.fl.us. 

Lori Humphrey, Project Manager 
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