
March 10, 2015 MPSCRAAC Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 4 
 

MT. PLYMOUTH-SORRENTO COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MARCH 10, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 
J.A. CROSON OFFICES – CONFERENCE ROOM 

31550 COUNTY ROAD 437, SORRENTO, FLORIDA 32776 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER – The March 10, 2015 meeting of the Lake County Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento 
Community Redevelopment Advisory (CRA) Committee began at 6:03 p.m. It was noted 
that a quorum was present. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Members/Staff Attending: Members/Staff – Not Attending 
Dave Croson, Property Owner in Planning Area 
Christine Thompson, Property Owner in Planning 

Area 
Frances Nipe, Resident/Property Owner within 3-

miles, Vice Chairman 
Thomas A. Van de Kieft, Resident/Property Owner 

within 3-miles 
Timothy J. Bailey, Resident/Property Owner 

within 3-miles, Chairman 
Dottie Keedy, Director, Community Services 

Department 
Amye King, Community Liaison Manager, 

Community Services Department 
Bill Veach, Deputy County Manager 
Linda Green, Office Associate V, Community 

Services Department 

Vacant, Property Owner in Planning 
Area 

Matthew Matulia, Property Owner in 
Planning Area 

Commissioner Leslie Campione, BCC 
Liaison 

 
 
 
Others Attending: 
Shirley Meade 
Clark Morris 
Susan Brooks 
David Brooks 
Don Griffey, Griffey Engineering 
Mike Woods, Lake-Sumter MPO 
 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
Chair Bailey welcomed everyone to the meeting and requested them to sign the attendance 
sheet if they had not already done so. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chair Bailey asked if everyone had an opportunity to read the Minutes of the January 13, 
2015 meeting and asked for approval or comments. 
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Frances Nipe commented that the motion on page 3 of the Minutes concerning developing 
the CRA Design Guidelines should be revised to read: “A motion to authorize staff to move 
forward with developing CRA Design Guidelines modeled after the City of Mt. Dora’s Design 
Guidelines, not including signage, and that the current Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento Design 
Guidelines in the Land Development Regulations be included in the CRA Design 
Guidelines.” 
 
A motion to approve the January 13, 2015 Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento CRA Committee Meeting 
minutes, as modified, was made by Frances Nipe, seconded by Thomas Van de Kieft, and 
the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
At this time Chair Bailey introduced Amye King to those present. Ms. King briefly discussed 
her duties as the new Community Liaison Manager for the Community Services Department 
and shared that she will be preparing the proposed Design Guidelines. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Recap of CRA Board Meeting: 
Dottie Keedy conveyed that on Tuesday, February 24, 2015 the Lake County Board of 
County Commissioners (BCC) met as the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Board. 
At that meeting they were updated on the activities of the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento CRA 
Committee and the Board was appreciative of the work of the Committee. They were 
informed of the direction the Committee concerning the Design Guidelines and they voiced 
their approval. They were also updated on the status of State Road 46 and the creation of a 
website for the CRA. 
 
Chair Bailey reminded the Committee members and the audience that there is one vacancy 
on the Committee for a property owner within the planning area and encouraged everyone 
to get the word out. He also congratulated all the Committee members on their 
reappointment. 
 
State Road 46: 
Don Griffey, Griffey Engineering, discussed “Complete Streets” renderings and the creation 
of a conceptual plan for State Road 46 as it becomes a county road. He noted that he has a 
base map and Department of Transportation right-of-way maps that show what is 
currently there. He shared that the construction of the Wekiva beltway will eliminate most 
of the through traffic. 
 
Variations of traffic calming devices were discussed such as roundabouts, on-street 
parking, medians, etc. and it was noted that the community would like to ensure that the 
area is safe for pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Discussion occurred concerning some studies that were done for the Mt. Plymouth-
Sorrento area in the past such as the Framework Study, etc. 
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Chair Bailey suggested that each Committee member select a “project” to liaison with such 
as the State Road 46 design, trails, or the Mt. Dora Employment Center. 
 
Mr. Griffey commented that he is in the initial stages of working on design concepts and 
would like direction as to what the community desires. He described the boundary being 
from Orange Avenue to approximately the entrance to the Red Tail Subdivision. It was 
noted that the design could be created to be low maintenance. 
 
Considerable discussion occurred concerning parking, sidewalks, curbs and gutters, 
roundabouts, and traffic. 
 
It was noted that Ms. Keedy would locate any previously completed studies, maps and/or 
reports and provide them to Mr. Griffey. 
 
TRAILS: 
Mike Woods, Project Manager for the Wekiva Trail, with the Lake-Sumter Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (LSMPO), came before the Committee to discuss the plans for the 
Wekiva Trail going through the CRA. He shared that this trail is part of the Coast to Coast 
Connector which is a trail extending from the Gulf Coast to the East Coast. 
 
Mr. Woods discussed how the trails are designed and commented that they are still 
working on some sections owned by individuals. He added that it costs approximately $15-
20 million to construction 20 miles of trail. 
 
Mr. Woods discussed the options for the trail going through the CRA with one of them 
bringing it up to Sorrento Elementary School then back to 46. He provided some conceptual 
drawings for the Neighborhood Lakes and Wekiva Trail Heads. Discussion took place 
concerning allowing Recreational Vehicles (RVs) and their accessibility to the trail. 
 
MT. PLYMOUTH-SORRENTO CRA WEBSITE: 
Ms. Keedy shared that the Lake County Board of County Commissioners, Communications 
Department will be developing a website for the CRA that will have budget information, 
Minutes, notices, links and other information. She asked that if anyone has any suggestions 
for the website to let her know. 
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
Christine Thompson commented on an email she received from the “NextDoor.com” 
website concerning the Mt. Dora Employment Center and what is planned there. Discussion 
occurred regarding the type of industrial that may go there and the proximity to the CRA. 
 
Ms. Thompson mentioned that she would like to be included in the meetings that the City of 
Mt. Dora holds concerning the Employment Center. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of providing utilities within the CRA and what 
types of businesses are desired. 
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It was noted that the Committee would like to see a CRA Committee member or 
representative included in all meetings/discussions with intergovernmental agencies that 
impact the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento CRA. 
 
Ms. Keedy indicated that she would arrange a meeting with Mark Reggentin, the City of Mt. 
Dora’s Planning and Development Director, and the Chairman to discuss the Committee’s 
concerns about the Employment Center. 
 
Ms. Nipe expressed that she would like to get some feedback from Lake County’s Code 
Enforcement Division about illegal signage and snipe signs within the CRA. She felt that the 
County should penalize the individuals who keep putting up those types of signs. Ms. 
Thompson stated that she was informed that Code Enforcement has limited staff to enforce 
that issue but if everyone repetitively calls in complaining about them that would make 
them take notice. 
 
Ms. Keedy noted that she would find out what Code Enforcement does with repeat 
violators. 
 
Chair Bailey recommended that, at the next meeting, the Committee vote for officers and 
think about what goals the Committee would like to achieve within the upcoming year. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business to be brought to the attention of the Committee, a motion 
to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m. was made by Christine Thompson, seconded by Dave 
Croson, and the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
Prepared By: 

 

 

March 23, 2015 
Linda Green  Date 
Office Associate V   
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