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The Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento Planning Advisory Committee met on Monday, August 27th, 
2007 at 3:30 p.m. at the Sorrento Christian Center, 32441 CR 437N, Sorrento, Florida. 
The Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento Planning Advisory Committee is an advisory committee for 
continued planning efforts within the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento area as defined in 
Ordinance 2004-67. 
 
Members Present: 
 G. Curtis Duffield, President 
 Priscilla Bernardo-Drugge, Vice-President 
 Betty Ann Christian, Secretary 
 
 Tim Bailey      Jeanne Etter   
 Dr. Ronald Holman     Clark Morris   
     
Members Absent: 
 Scott Taylor      Jeff Richardson 
 Judy Weis      Minnie Bollar 
       
Staff Present: 

Donna Bohrer, Office Associate, Planning and Development Services 
Kimberly Williams, Assistant County Attorney 
Karen Ginsberg, Senior Planner, Lake County Planning & Development 

 Rick Hartenstein, Senior Planner, Lake County Planning & Development  
 Dottie Keedy, Director of Lake County Economic Growth & Redevelopment 
 
Guests: 

Commissioner Linda Stewart, Lake County Board of County Commissioners 
 Keith Schue, Local Planning Agency member 
 Peggy Belflower, Local Planning Agency member  
 
G. Curtis Duffield, President called the workshop meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and noted 
that this was a workshop meeting, a quorum was not necessary, there will be no voting at 
this meeting and there will be no public comment taken at this meeting.  He confirmed 
that Proof of Publication was on file in the Planning and Community Design Division and 
that the meeting had been noticed pursuant to the Sunshine Statute. 
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President Duffield said Dr. Holman had requested this workshop and he asked Dr. 
Holman to start with the first item on his list. 
 
Dr. Holman said the first thing he would like to discuss was how they could increase the 
amount of community input so the Committee had an accurate and wide-ranging 
spectrum of public opinion.  He noted that they had discussed scheduling quarterly 
evening community meetings.   
 
Tim Bailey thought posting signs along the community roadways created the most 
attendance.  Priscilla Bernardo-Drugge said having community meetings on a regular 
schedule could increase attendance.  Betty Ann Christian suggested some regular 
meetings could be held at a time more convenient for families, such as 7:00 p.m.   
 
There was consensus to schedule regular community meetings quarterly from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.  The first meeting will be scheduled for Tuesday, October 16, 2007at 6:30 
p.m. at Round Lake Elementary School.  The topics for this meeting will be a progress 
report and how to get input from the community.   
 
Other possible topics were discussed including, what the committee has been doing, 
landscape and architecture design standards.   
 
Staff agreed to have agendas prepared further in advance of the meetings.   
 
Clark Morris said he would like to have a Traditional Neighborhood Design (TND) 
discussion at one of the community meetings.  There was agreement to have a map of the 
planning districts on display at the community meeting.   
 
Dr. Holman discussed the imbalance between residential and commercial uses and how 
to encourage economic growth.   
 
He asked how individual members saw the purpose of this committee.  Some of the 
responses of the committee members are listed below: 

• Set principles to direct growth in this area 
• Review proposed developments to determine if they meet their policies 
• Advise the BCC as a representatives of the community 
• Educate the community 
• Receive input from the community 
• Work with business as well as the community 
• Make recommendations on the Framework Study Report 
• Make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) and the 

Local Planning Agency (LPA) 
• Guide policy and regulations so the community becomes what the citizens would 

like it to be 
 
Dr. Holman thought the committee had moved from making recommendations to making 
policy and he wondered if that is what they were supposed to be doing.  President 
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Duffield said one of the purposes included in the Ordinance defining this Committee is 
the identification of funding mechanisms.  In addition the ordinance defines their purpose 
as a recommending body to the BCC and the LPA on the Framework Study Report and 
the Land Development Regulations (LDRs).  He noted that item 5 states the committee 
can make recommendations to the BCC on any other issues affecting the planning area.  
He thought they needed to make recommendations on LDRs for this area.  He didn’t 
think the Committee should be having quasi commission meeting for developers.  Jeanne 
Etter said she would still like to have the Committee receive notice on proposed 
developments in this area.  There was discussion regarding if the committee wanted the 
opportunity to review proposed developments and the importance of staying focused.   
 
There was discussion regarding adoption of the 2025 Comprehensive Plan.  The 
Committee could develop an outline of LDRs or they could make recommendations on 
what should be included in their LDRs and work out the details after the Plan is adopted.  
The funding of consultants to assist the Committee was discussed.   
 
Ms. Etter discussed possible elementary school sites under consideration by the School 
Board for this area.  There was consensus to place discussion of schools on the next 
agenda.   
 
President Duffield thought they should have only two new agenda items per meeting.  He 
suggested one agenda item could be on a LDR topic and the second agenda item be 
another issue.  There was consensus that the September meeting topics would include 
architecture design standards and discussion regarding school sites.  They discussed 
inviting school board member Jimmy Connor to attend the next meeting.   
 
Dr. Holman discussed the purpose of the East Lake Chamber of Commerce and said it 
would not interfere with the work of this committee.  He added that he thought the 
Roberts Rules of Order should be followed during their meetings.   
 
When Catherine Hanson asked to make an announcement of a community event, 
Kimberly Williams, Assistant County Attorney, said that would not be a violation of the 
Sunshine Law.  There was agreement to open the floor to comments from any audience 
member. 
 
Catherine Hanson announced that Teresa Watkins from the University of Florida would 
be making a presentation at the Chamber breakfast regarding Florida Yards and 
Neighborhoods Program, which could be useful in the development of landscape 
regulations. 
 
Tim Bailey left the meeting at 7:01 p.m.  There being no further discussion the meeting 
ended at 7:05 p.m. 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________  
Donna R. Bohrer     Betty Ann Christian 
Public Hearing Coordinator    Secretary 
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