
  
 

2006 CITGO BASSMASTER CLASSIC XXXVI FACT SHEET 
Kissimmee, Fla.  

 
(Media Credentials and Digital Photos are Available at 

www.espnoutdoorsmedia.com) 
 
 

History:  The CITGO Bassmaster Classic is the world 
championship of bass fishing and the premiere title in 
the sport.  The Classic began in 1971 when Bobby 
Murray won the $10,000 top prize in a winner-take-all 
event on Nevada’s Lake Mead.  In 2006, the 36th 
Classic will be held in Kissimmee, Fla. on storied 
Lake Tohopekaliga and will boast a top prize of 
$500,000 and a total prize purse of nearly $1.2 
million. 

 
Competition Dates:  Feb. 24-26, 2006 
 
Classic Waters:  West Lake Tohopekaliga, Cypress Lake, Lake 

Hatchineha, Lake Kissimmee and down the 
Kissimmee River to S-65C Lock 

 
Telecast Schedule:  Friday, Feb. 24: 

Weigh-in 7:30 – 9 p.m. on ESPN2 
 
 Saturday, Feb. 25:  

Live BassCenter 7 – 8 a.m. on ESPN2 
Live Tournament Coverage 8 – 11 a.m. (includes live 
BassCenter tournament updates throughout three-
hour telecast) 
Live BassCenter 11 – 11:30 a.m. on ESPN2 
Weigh-in 4:30 – 6 p.m. on ESPN 

  
 Sunday, Feb. 26 

Live BassCenter 7 – 8 a.m. on ESPN2 
Live Tournament Coverage 8 – 10:30 a.m. (includes 
Live BassCenter tournament updates from 8:30 – 10 
a.m.) 
Weigh-in 5:30 – 7 p.m. on ESPN 

 
Media Day: Feb. 23; 2:30 – 5:30 p.m. at the ESPN Club on 

Disney’s Boardwalk.  Media members will have the 



opportunity to speak directly with every Bassmaster 
Classic competitor.  

 
V Foundation ESPN and the late Jim Valvano created The V 

Foundation in 1993 in support of cancer research. 
Valvano, the legendary North Carolina State 
basketball coach and ESPN broadcaster, won the 
hearts of sports fans across the country when his 
underdog North Carolina State Wolfpack captured the 
NCAA Basketball Championship in an upset win in 
1983. Valvano died of cancer when he was 47.   

 
 During Classic week on Feb. 21, BASS and ESPN will 

host a charity tournament on Disney’s Bay Lake with 
all proceeds being donated to the V Foundation for 
Cancer Research.  Interested participants can fish 
from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. with a professional angler.  
Additionally, an auction has been established through 
eBay.com that will feature various items and trips 
from the outdoors world with all proceeds benefiting 
the V Foundation.  

 
Official Practice Days:  A three-day pre-fish period will take place on Feb. 14-

16.  An official practice day is held on Feb. 22. 
 
Classic Boundaries:  2006 Classic waters include West Lake Tohopekaliga, 

Cypress Lake, Lake Hatchineha, Lake Kissimmee 
and down the Kissimmee River to S-65C Lock 
(roughly 30 miles) and all rivers, creeks and canals 
connecting to these Lakes.  Anglers can’t lock through 
S-65C Lock. 

 
Anglers can fish Jacks Slough up to the structure, but 
beyond the structure is off-limits. 

 
Launch Info:  Kissimmee Lakefront Park in downtown Kissimmee at 

6:40 a.m. each day of competition. 
 
Weigh-In Info: Orange County Convention Center, 3:15 p.m. each 

day.  Admission is free to the public 
 
Creel Limit: 5 bass per day, minimum length of 12 inches 
 
Classic Practice: Waters open to Classic contestants for three days 

starting at daylight on Tuesday, Feb. 14 through 
sunset Thursday, Feb. 16.  Contestants aren’t allowed 



to practice with anyone who has fished a competitive 
tournament on these waters or anyone who has any 
knowledge of these waters unless they are a 
contestant in the 2006 Classic.  Starting Tuesday, 
Feb. 14 and continuing through Feb. 26, contestants 
can’t solicit, receive, or gather any information via 
phone, electronic devices or any other means about 
locating or catching fish on the Classic waters unless 
that information comes from another 2006 Classic 
competitor.  After Nov. 15, 2005, contestants are not 
allowed to fly over Classic waters other than on 
commercial flights.  During the three day pre-fish 
period of Feb. 14-16, anglers are permitted to fly over 
the waters. 

 
License: Florida 
 
Outdoors Show: The Classic ESPN Outdoors Expo presented by 

Under Armour, a giant product and activities festival 
that attracted more than 34,000 visitors in 2005 at the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, 
will take place at the Orange County Convention 
Center.  Expo hours include a grand opening on 
Thursday, 6:30 – 9 p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

 
Other Activities: The world’s top young anglers (ages 11-14 and 15-

18) will compete in the Junior Bassmaster World 
Championship on Feb. 18th (practice) and 19th  
(competition) at the Harris Chain of Lakes in 
Leesburg, Fla.  The Harris Chain is about an hour 
drive from downtown Orlando. The Junior Bassmaster 
program, which started in 1983, offers about $27,000 
in academic college scholarships, Federation awards 
and the prestige that comes along with the title of 
Junior Bassmaster World Champion.  The Junior 
Bassmaster Championship weigh-in will take place on 
Feb. 18th and 19th at the Venetian Gardens Lakefront 
Park in conjunction with the Bassmaster Family Fest. 

 
The Bassmaster Family Fest will be held at Venetian 
Gardens Waterfront Park in conjunction with the 
Junior Bassmaster World Championship on Feb. 19.  
The Family Fest includes a fishing derby for children 
ages 7-14. Participants receive t-shirts, hats, stickers, 
lures and a Zebco rod and reel. Also included is an 



autograph session with all CITGO Bassmaster 
Classic competitors and other activities designed for 
children.  

 
The Bassmaster CastingKids Championship will be 
held Feb. 25.  Twelve contestants, who qualified from 
a field of more than 120,000 participants, will compete 
in a preliminary final from 11 a.m. - noon at the 
Classic ESPN Outdoors Expo at the Orange County 
Convention Center.  From that field, the top two seeds 
in each age group will advance to the Bassmaster 
CastingKids finals where they will compete for 
$21,000 in academic college scholarships.  The finals 
will be conducted during the pre-weigh-in show at the 
Orange County Convention Center.  

  
The Bassmaster CastingKids program was developed 
in 1991, and with the aid of great sponsors, has 
become the most successful youth-fishing techniques 
program in the world.  Contestants compete in two 
age groups, 7-10 and 11-14.   

 
 

MEDIA CREDENTIALS AND DIGITAL PHOTOS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.ESPNOUTDOORSMEDIA.COM 

 
PLEASE CONTACT BASS COMMUNICATIONS AT 407-566-2208 WITH ANY 

OTHER QUESTIONS 


