
 

Water Quality Improvement 
Projects (WQIPs)  
We have implemented two 
WQIPs this year, one on Silver 
Lake and one on Lake Winona. 
The focus of the WQIPs is to 
improve water quality by reduc-
ing the amount of nutrients en-
tering the lake. The projects 
consist of sampling for nutrients 
biweekly from multiple sites on 
each lake, re-vegetation projects 
and community meetings. Next 
year, Lake Joanna will also be 
added to the WQIPs list.  

The Adopt-a-Lake Program was 
approved by the Lake County 
BCC on January 22, 2008 and 
held the Official Kick-off on Feb-
ruary 25, 2008. Since then, volun-
teers have been very busy and all 
three parts of the program are a 
success!  We have even started 
two Water Quality Improvement 
Projects (WQIPs).                           
 

Water Quality Monitoring As 
of November 30, 2008 there have 
been 47 sites adopted for water 
quality monitoring by 43 individu-
als/groups. Since the first collec-
tion week in March, the lab has 
processed 207 samples for analy-
sis. Way to go samplers!  
 

Pollution Prevention/Litter 
Removal 
Since the approval of the pro-
gram, volunteers have adopted 
137.2 miles of shoreline for litter 
removal. So far there have been 
30 clean-up events reported and 
over 116 bags of trash removed 
from the waterways.  Don’t for-
get to notify Cathie McGwier 

when you have completed a 
litter removal event. If you don’t 
report it we don’t know you did 
it! 
 

Educational Outreach 
This portion of the program has 
really taken off! There have 
been 43 educational outreach 
events that have reached over 
950 people. Some of the events 
were: the Lake County Fair, 
Water Quality Days, Lake 
Louisa Field Day, the Haw-
thorne Community Fair, home-
owner association meetings and 
boat club meetings.  

Adopt-a-Lake Program Update 

Other News and Information 

Volunteer Appreciation  
I would like to thank all of you 
for helping to make the Adopt-
a-Lake Program a success. 
Make sure that you read the 
back of this newsletter for 
important information about 
our upcoming volunteer recog-
nition event..  
 
Thanks! 
Cathie McGwier 

Current Adopt-a-Lake Pro-
gram Volunteer? If you have any 
interesting stories, tips for other 
groups or photos from your 
Adopt-a-Lake activities please send 
them to Cathie McGwier at 
cmcgwier@lakecountyfl.gov  and 
they may be included in a future 
newsletter. 
 
Remember to periodically review 
your safety guidelines. Be safe! 

Not a Volunteer Yet? If you 
would like more information 
about the Adopt-a-lake Program 
contact Cathie McGwier at 
cmcgwier@lakecountyfl.gov  or 
352-253-1659. 
 
Updates to the on-line Water 
Atlas will be coming soon. Visit 
www.lake.wateratlas.usf.edu for 
more information about water 
quality.  
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Quick Reminders for 
Water Quality Sampling: 

• Check schedule to make sure 
it is sample week  

• Label ALL containers 

• Secchi reading is in 0.10 me-
ter increments 

• Fill ALL sample containers 
(to neck or fill line) 

• Once filled, place containers 
on ice and transport to lab 

Upcoming Events 

Volunteer Appreciation 
Event and Adopt-a-Lake 
Day 
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2009  
8:30AM  
315 W. Main St. Tavares 

Laboratory Volunteer 
Opportunities 
Time slots available from 
9-12 & 1-3:30 M-Th  
during sample weeks 
E-mail 
cmcgwier@lakecountyfl.gov 
to sign up for a shift 

Ibini Terra Clean-up 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 
 
Watch the internet for 
updates regarding loca-
tions and times 

www.lakecountyfl.gov  keyword: adopt 



Adopt-a-Lake Program  
Coordinator—Cathie McGwier 
352-253-1659 

 

Water Resource Management Lab 
13130 County Landfill Rd. 

Tavares, FL 32778 
 

Phone: 352-343-3776 
Fax: 352-253-1691 

E-mail: cmcgwier@lakecountyfl.gov 

Protecting, preserving, and restoring our natural water  
resources through  

community education and volunteer participation. 

LAKE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS 

Lake County Adopt-a-Lake Program 

In cooperation with: 

Visit us on the web! 
www.lakecountyfl.gov 

Keyword: adopt  

Efforts to Recycle Monofilament Fishing Line Increase 
The monofilament recycling program is a small but important part of the 
Adopt-a-Lake Program.  The purpose of the program is to remove dis-
carded fishing line from the environment. Because discarded fishing line is 
extremely harmful to animal life, people, and water craft we are placing a 
much needed emphasis on the program.  To learn more about how to re-
cycle your fishing line and to receive a map of recycling locations visit 
www.lakecountyfl.gov keyword: adopt.  To help maintain a monofilament 
fishing line recycling bin please contact Cathie McGwier at 352-253-1659 or 
cmcgwier@lakecountyfl.gov. 

Funding Update On May 20, 2008 the Lake County BCC approved a resolution allowing the Adopt-a-
Lake Program to accept funding from donations and grants. By obtaining funding from outside sources the 
Adopt-a-Lake Program will be able to reach even more people to help protect, preserve and restore our 
lakes.  
 
At the end of November, the Adopt-a-Lake Program was awarded two Community Grants from the Lake 
County Water Authority. Each grant is for $1500 and will be used for different water quality projects.  
 
The first grant will be used towards a WQIP (see page 1) on Lake Joanna. Lake Joanna is on the FDEP im-
paired waters list for nutrients. The second grant will be used to educate new waterfront property owners. 
We will be working with realtors to have them provide information to home buyers about the Shoreline 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) for reducing the amount of nutrients entering our water bodies, as well 
as information regarding aquatic plants and water quality. 

Upcoming Event - Volunteer Appreciation and Adopt-a-Lake Day 
January 22, 2009 will be one year since the Lake County Board of County Commissioners approved the 
Adopt-a-Lake Program. We will be celebrating this event and your participation in the program at a 
special event on February 17, 2009. There will be a Volunteer Appreciation Reception at 8:30AM fol-
lowed by the Lake County BCC board meeting at 9:00AM. During the board meeting, there will be a 
brief presentation of Adopt-a-Lake Program updates and then volunteers will be recognized. The Board 
will also be asked to declare February 25th as Lake County Adopt-a-Lake Day since this coincides with 
the date of the official kick-off of the Adopt-a-Lake Program. The reception and the Board meeting will 
both be held in the round building at 315 West Main Street 
in Tavares.  
 
 
2009 Calendars 
There are 2009 Adopt-a-Lake Calendars available for each 
volunteer/organization as a token of appreciation for your 
service to the Adopt-a-Lake Program. If you have not re-
ceived your calendar please contact  Cathie McGwier. (If 
you need additional calendars they are available for a sug-
gested donation of $5) 
 
Don’t forget to take pictures of your lake and send them to 
Cathie McGwier for next year’s calendar contest. 

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov�
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