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The new FBC 2004 Residential became effective October 1, 2005.  
There are some changes to the code that are going to affect you.  
Chapter Three is where you will find most of the changes. For         
Example:  Section R309 Garages and carports. 
 
(R309.1 Opening protection,  Openings from a private garage directly 
into a room used for sleeping purposes shall not be permitted. Other 
openings between the garage and residence shall be equipped with 
solid wood doors not less than 1 3/8 inches in thickness, solid or  
honeycomb core steel doors not less than 1 3/8 inches thick, or      
20-minute fire-rated doors.) 
 
(R309.1.1 Duct penetration. Ducts in the garage and ducts penetrat-
ing the walls or ceilings separating the dwelling from the garage shall 
be constructed of a minimum No. 26 gage sheet steel or other          
approved material and shall have no openings into the garage.) 
 
(R309.2 Separation is required. The garage shall be separated from 
the residence and its attic area by not less than ½-inch gypsum board 
applied to the garage side. Garages beneath habitable rooms shall be 
separated from all habitable rooms above by not less than 5/8-inch 
Type X gypsum board or equivalent. Where the separation is a floor-
ceiling assembly, the structure supporting the separation shall also be 
protected by not less than ½-inch gypsum board or equivalent.) 
 
The above is out of the new FBC 2004 Residential book. 
If you have questions about the new codes please call us.  You can 
also go on line to WWW.boaf.net, then go to Non-binding Interpreta-
tions of the Florida Building Code. 
If you would like to purchase new code books they are available at: 
Buildings Officials Association of Florida 
705-H W. SR 434 
Longwood, Fl 32750 
407-265-9009    Ron Schwab 
      Chief Building Inspector 

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE 2004 RESIDENTIAL 



Don’t panic! Since we are 
now scanning, we will be 
returning your paper-
work and plans back to 
you at the time we issue 
your permit. Please         
remember these require-
ments when submitting 
to make the our scanning 
process smoother.  
♦ When applying for a 

permit make sure all 
plans submitted        
meet 2004 F.B.C., 
also, please sign the 
master file plans and 
circle the details on 
the plans instead of 
highlighting.  

♦ We need version 4.0 
energy calculation, all 
information must be 
filled out on the top 
and sign at the      
bottom. 

♦ In addition please fill 
out all paperwork  
legibly, and make sure 
all applications are 
completed. That      
includes job address, 
job value, proposed 
work with the square 
footage next to it,    

existing site            
development 
(house, mobile 
home etc.),      
contractor & sub 
contractor name 
and license    
number, direction 
from the building 
department to the 
jobsite. 

♦ Make sure the job 
description is the 
same on all    
documents 
(including Notice 
of Commence-
ment, zoning 
clearance, etc.) 

♦ If you are drop-
ping off make sure 
you have a drop 
off sheet for each    
permit filled out 
and signed. 

♦ It is not necessary 
to submit truss  
engineering, or  
window and door 
engineering,  we 
only require these 
items to be placed 
on the jobsite.  
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Fire Inspectors 
Robin Gutting 
Bill Harrison 
Brian Hawthorne 
Brook Miller 
Permit Specialists 
Ashley Anderson 
Shannon Appoloney 
Traci Bates 
Jessica Clark 
Danielle Coon 
Teresa Dunham 
Brenda Eastman 
Maureen Greaney 
Tracey Isbill 
Jennifer Lowe 
Lorena McCarroll 
Denice McLeod 
Annuradha Sarjou  
Niki Stoothoff 
Shelly Williams 
Valerie Wood 
Building Inspectors 
John C. Abner 
John L. Abner 
Ron Allen 
Dewey Anderson 
Jim Appoloney 
Bill Bissett 
Bill Colvin 
Sheila Denoncourt 
John DiPlacido 
Paul Doran 
Paula Fisher 
Mary Garcia 
Donald Glessner 
Billy Jenkins 
Dale Manning 
Wayne McGhee 
Jerry Miller 
Jim Parman III 
Jeff  Sandy 
Tom Schmedes 
Robert Siemer Jr. 
Lolita Taylor 
 

Low Voltage—New Changes FYI 
All new single family and commercial permits will now include a fee for low voltage.     
Contractors will be required to list the sub-contractor performing the work (either a       
licensed electrician or a low-voltage contractor). This fee will cover all cable, phone, door-
bell, radio, intercom, security, residential alarm, speaker systems, and residential       
landscape lighting. The new applications will include the low voltage entry under         
sub-contractor list. The additional $75.00 flat fee will be included automatically. 



Look Who’s on Board... 

T he Lake County Building Services Division would 
like to welcome Bill Colvin as Building Inspector, 

Brook Miller as Fire Inspector and Denice McLeod, 
Annuradha Sarjou, and Valerie Wood as our new  
Permit Specialists...    Welcome!  
 

A lineman helping to restore power in southwest Alabama after the damage caused by 
Hurricane Dennis was killed, reportedly by an improperly installed customer generator. 
According to reporters, the lineman was helping to restore power lost during Hurricane 
Dennis to customers in Alabama. The information received indicated the lineman was 
working on a power line that was supposed to be dead. Tragically, the line this technician 
was working on was not dead. The line he was trying to repair had been re-energized by a 
customer who had improperly hooked up the generator and created a back feed of       
electricity from the generator into the supposedly dead line. The death of a lineman who 
was there to help the victims of Hurricane Dennis was the horrible result.  
Officials offered the following generator safety advice: 
♦ Do not hook up (hard wire) a generator directly to your home or business electric panel. 

If you want to hard wire a generator to home or shop have a licensed electrician install 
a double-pole, double-throw transfer switch. This will assure that no back feed of    
electricity will travel out over a supposedly de-energized power line. The installation 
should meet the requirements of the National Electric Code and local ordinances.     
Improper  installation can result in serious injuries of deaths. 

♦ One of the safest ways to use portable generators is to plug appliances, etc. directly into 
the generator itself rather than trying to hard wire the generator to the house. When 
plugging items into the generator make sure not to use undersized extension cords, 
keep animals and people away from the generator, and place the generator in a clean, 
dry, and very well ventilated area. This will avoid overheating and the potential for   
carbon monoxide poisoning. Installing carbon monoxide detectors in adjacent areas is a 
good additional safety precaution. 

We want our customers to know of the very serious consequences of improper generator 
use and the terrible death in Alabama underscores the importance of that type of     
awareness. 
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LINEMAN KILLED BY GENERATOR 

 



Building Inspectors Nextel ID   Cell Number 
Abner, John C.   162*57940*50  352-636-4628  
Abner, John L.  162*57940*59  352-636-4860 
Allen, Ron   162*57940*21  352-636-5594 
Anderson, Dewey  162*57940*7      352-636-5565 
Appoloney, Jim  162*57940*24  352-636-5600 
Bissett, Bill   162*57940*14  352-636-5580 
Colvin, Bill   162*57940*29  352-636-5610 
Denoncourt, Sheila 162*57940*13  352-636-5578 
DiPlacido, John  162*57940*60  352-636-5405 
Doran, Paul   162*57940*25  352-636-5602 
Fisher, Paula  162*57940*52  352-551-0903 
Garcia, Mary  162*57940*41  352-636-2925 
Glessner, Don  162*57940*53  352-636-6280 
Jenkins, Bill  162*57940*12  352-636-5576 
Manning, Dale  162*57940*55  352-636-6521 
McGhee,Wayne  162*57940*15  352-636-5582 
Miller, Jerry   162*57940*16  352-636-5584 
Parman, James  162*57940*54  352-636-6428 
Sandy, Jeff   162*57940*27  352-636-5606 
Schmedes, Tom  162*57940*28  352-636-5608 
Siemer, Robert  162*57940*32  352-636-5616 
Taylor, Lolita  162*57940*58  352-636-4685 
       
Fire Inspectors    

Gutting, Robin  162*57940*10  352-636-5572 
Harrison, Bill  162*57940*61  352-551-4268 
Hawthorne, Brian  162*57940*11  352-636-5574 
Miller, Brook  162*57940*65  352-636-3846 

Inspectors’ Nextel and Phone Numbers 
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The Foundation of Progress 
 
Work is the conduit between 
the supply and the demand of 
all human needs, the fore-
runner of human progress, 
and the medium by which the 
imagination is given the wings 
of action. 
  Dennis Kimbro 
  Motivation writer 
    and Speaker 
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The articles below indicate that panels may not be 
installed in stucco. If the panel is installed on the 
wall before wall is waterproofed, and then stucco 
added around the panel this provides a path for 
water intrusion. 

 
NEC 2002 
408.17 Panelboards in Damp or Wet Locations. 
Panelboards in damp or wet locations shall be    
installed to comply with 312.2(A). 
312.2 Damp, Wet, or Hazardous (Classified)    
Locations. 
(A) Damp and Wet Locations. In damp or wet   
locations, surface-type enclosures within the scope 
of this article shall be placed or equipped so as to 
prevent moisture or water from entering and accu-
mulating within the cabinet or cutout box, and 
shall be mounted so there is at least 6 mm (1/4 
in.) airspace between the enclosure and the 
wall or other supporting surface. Enclosures   
installed in wet locations shall be weatherproof. 
Exception: Nonmetallic enclosures shall be per-
mitted to be installed without the airspace on a 
concrete, masonry, tile, or similar surface. 
FPN: For protection against corrosion, see 300.6. 
FBC 2004 
Section 1405 – Installation of wall coverings 
If the contractor wishes to install the Meter and/or 
Main Disconnect Before the wall is completely   
waterproofed they may do so as long as the panel 
complies with NEC 2002 Section 312.2 and the 
walls comply with FBC 2004 Section 1405. 
 There is a Product that would allow this installa-
tion prior to the wall being stucco, if the wall      
behind the mounting base was properly water 
proofed prior to the installation. This product can 
be found on Http:www.aifittings.com under Meter 
Mounting Bases. 
This Panel was installed to soon. It should be 
Stucco first. 

Panelboards 

 



A variance may be applied for when a citizen is able 
to demonstrate that the purpose of the Lake County 
Land Development Regulations (LDRs) will be or has 
been achieved by other means and when the appli-
cation of a LDRs would create a substantial hard-
ship or would violate principles of fairness. 
 
The Board of Adjustment (BOA) may make the 
granting of a variance conditional upon such alter-
nate or additional restrictions, stipulations, and 
safeguards as it may deem necessary to insure com-
pliance with the intent of the LDRs and the Com-
prehensive Plan and to minimize any injurious ef-
fect of the variance.  Some of these conditions may 
include: 

• The additional structure (i.e., garage, shed,       
accessory dwelling) in question must be constructed 
in the same architectural style and the exterior      
coloring must match the existing single-family      
residence so that it will be aesthetically pleasing to 
the neighborhood. 

• The structure is limited to a certain size and 
must be landscaped around the north, east, and 
west sides with landscape plants that are three gal-
lons or larger. 
That the approved plan to divert storm water runoff 
be installed and inspected by the Lake County     
Customer Services Division prior to final inspection 
and that the property owner be required to maintain 
the storm water plan as approved. 

 
When conditions such as these are attached to the 
Board of Adjustment’s approval of a case, they must 
be inspected by a Customer Services Division        

employee prior to final inspection by a 
Building      Division inspector; no excep-
tions. 
 
Additionally, when these conditions are in 
place they absolutely can not be altered in 
anyway.  For example, when storm water 
runoff calculations are submitted and  
approved by the BOA for a certain size, 
depth, placement, etc., no changes can be 

made to the requirements.  Once the BOA 
has approved a condition as part of a 
variance request, the applicant/
contractor may not take it upon        
themselves to alter the conditions of the 
variance.  If they change the requirement 
in anyway, they will not pass inspection 
by the Customer Services Division and 
will not be able to request a final          
inspection by the Building Division. 
 
If you are unsure of the conditions       
required for a specific variance, please 
don’t hesitate calling the Customer      
Services Division.  We can be reached at 
352-343-9641 and we will be happy to 

Have you received a Variance? 
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We become what we expect to become. Great-
ness can be achieved only if we expect it from 
ourselves and from others! 

   James D. Ericson 
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Permit applications can be 
dropped off at either Building 
Department locations. All    
applications must be com-
pletely filled out including job 
description, value of job being 
performed, what is on the    
existing site, the contractor 
and subcontractors’ license 
numbers, and directions to 
the job site from the building     
department. 
 
Each permit package being 
dropped off must have a    
completed drop-off form       
attached. We will not be able 
to process any incomplete 
packages. These will be 
mailed back to the customer 
to be completed and            
re-submitted.  
 
Please remember these are   
legal documents and must be 
filled out accurately. We can 
not accept any documents 
that has been altered by 
white-out or cross-offs. These 
documents are notarized and 
are considered legal and  
binding in a court of law. If 
you need to amend a docu-
ment, please take the time to 
fill out a new application     
before submitting it to the 
Building Department. Forms 
can be obtained from either 
office or online at 
www.lakegovernment.com   
under Fasttrack permitting 
just pick forms. 

Effective October 1, 2005 
Lake County is refining the 
plan review process to coin-
cide with the enforcement 
date of the 2004 Florida 
Building Codes. The changes 
in plan submittal format are 
required for scanning of re-
cords or  electronic review and 
record keeping. These changes 
are  intended to improve the 
quality of records and speed 
the plan review process. 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
PLANS  
Only a single set of sealed 
plans will be required. Up to 
three additional sets of plans 
may be submitted, if desired. 
When plan review is success-
fully completed, the scanned 
plans will be returned to the 
permit holder for use by the 
building inspector as 
“Reviewed Plans”.  
1. All plans shall be submit-
ted in a black on white format. 

2. All pages shall be legible 
and easy to read per Florida 
Building Code, Sec-
tion106.1.1. 

3. Plans shall be a minimum 
size of 11” x 17” and a maxi-
mum size of 24” x 36”, unless 
accompanied by a CD. (See 
Item No. 2) Supplemental     
information may be on 8 1/2” 
x 11” sheets. 

4. The 11” x 17” sheets shall 
be scaled no less than 1/8” = 
1’ for legibility. Font size and 
style should be selected that 
will allow easy reading when 
reduced or copied. 

5. “Sealed pages” shall have a 
raised seal and a wet seal 
(printed seal) on every “sealed 
page” for scanning of       
documents. 
“Flipped plans” shall only be 
acceptable when all pages are 
legible and readable with    
additional reversed pages also 
being submitted only for  
foundation, floor plan and a 
truss layout. Only those three 
pages may be mirrored. 
Additional Permitting      
Requirements 

1. All additional information 
submitted on paper must 
meet the above requirements 
for clarity and legibility. 

2. Faxed copies of poor   
quality shall be returned as 
not acceptable. 
Other documentation require-
ments may be explained by 
permit specialist and are also 
available in several informa-
tional brochures. 
   Contact plan review      
department  regarding  
plans submitted on CD or 
Electronically. 

 

The best thing to do with a red hot idea is build a 
fire under it.   Author Unknown 

Drop-Off Permits 
Construction Plan Requirements 



Just a reminder that for registered Electricians, Plumbers and Air Conditioning contractors, if you have not yet 
renewed or updated your license, you only have until December 30th before your status becomes expired. You will 
need to submit the needed paperwork along with your $100.00 renewal fee and $25.00 late fee. All other regis-
tered contractors will only need to update their paperwork. 

Note: All paperwork must reflect the same information on your state card (i.e., if the sate card is issued with a 
business name, then all documentation submitted must also include your name and show the business name.)      
Remember to sign your competency card when you receive it. If you would like the card laminated, bring it to the 
Building Services Division in Tavares and we will laminate it for you. 

State Registered & Local Contractors 
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Renewals can be done over the phone (if they are not in the expired status). You must pro-
vide the valid number. If the permit is expired or void, new information must be provided: 
• New application 
• Updated Zoning ($25.00 fee) 
• Environmental Health (if applicable) 
• New Notice of Commencement (if over one year) 
• Any impact fee changes that occurred after the permit was issued will be charged and a 

credit given for the amount already paid. 

Renewals 


