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County Solid Waste Fact Comparison 

 
Category      Lake County   Lee County 

 

Budget:      ~ $22 million   ~ $80 million 
 

 

Refuse processed/yr.:   ~ 180,000 Tons         ~550,000 Tons 

 
 

Cost/ton/yr. 
(approximate)       $122/Ton   $145/Ton 

 
 

Cost/household/year  $184    $220 
 

 
Tipping fees   $40/Ton       $54/Ton + $6 Surcharge 

 
 

Leachate disposal     Haul to Jacksonville    Disposal in 3000’ well 
 

 
% of household recycling      ~ 13%                          ~ 38-42% 

 
 
WTE included in % of 

Recycled material       ~ 30-40%   over 75% 

 

 
Coventa Contractual 

Minimum:       161,000 Tons   440,000 Tons 

 
 

Mandatory Recycling:  None          Commercial and C & D* 

 
 

 

                         

*Construction & Demolition 



Lee County Solid Waste Fact Sheet 

 
 Single stream Material Recovery Facility, owned by the county, 

and run privately “is in the black.” Keith Howard, Deputy 

Director, Solid Waste, Lee County 

 
 “Pay as You Throw” program gives house holders a choice of 

refuse barrel size: 36 gallons @ $180/yr., 64 gallons @ 

$216/yr., and 96 gallons @ $288/yr. Residents can decide how 

much to pay and how much to recycle. 
 

 OrganicLee Compost program uses 85% wood waste, and 15% 

(dry weight) sewage sludge. Compost is sold back to the 
community $2/bag or $20/cubic yard. 

 

 Recycling breakdown: 1/3 household, 1/3 commercial, 1/3 C & D 
 

 Received a $300,000 grant from FDEP to study using WTE ash 
for road base. 

 

 About to drill a 3000’ well for landfill leachate disposal, at a cost 
of $2-$4 million. 

 

 Brochures Included: 
 

1. Lee County Waste to Energy Facility 
2. Why Recycle? 
3. Lee County Household Chemical Waste 

4. Lee County Mandatory Business Recycling 
5. Lee County Mandatory Construction & Demolition Debris 

Recycling 
6. OrganicLee Compost Brochure and Recycling refrigerator 

magnet 

 
 

 


