
Lake County is embarking on an aggressive facility improvement  

plan and will promote environmental responsibility in the process. 

Three construction projects in various stages of planning are expected 

to meet certification requirements of the U.S. Green Building 

Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)  

rating system.

A voluntary program, LEED provides a complete framework for 

assessing building performance and meeting sustainability goals. Based 

on well-founded scientific standards, LEED emphasizes state-of-the-art  

strategies for sustainable site development, water savings, energy 

efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.

In May, the Lake County Board of County Commissioners committed 

to design the new Judicial Center expansion using the LEED standards 

for green building. In addition to the downtown Tavares project, Lake 

County is also implementing LEED standards for designs of the Health 

Department facility in Umatilla and the Cagan Crossings Community 

Library in the Four Corners area.

‘LEED’ing the way to sustainability

Nurturing Lake County’s communitieso t p o u r r i
Created by the Board 

of County Commissioners 
in 2004, the Community 

Enhancement Area 
Partnership Program is 
designed to assist low-
income communities 
with neighborhood 
beautification and 

improvement projects. 
In 2006, the Board 

selected the community 
of Yalaha as its first 
partnership . Community 
members, staff and local 
contractors began the 

project of replacing the 
local community center. 
The Board also recently 
selected the community 
of Ferndale and in 
2007 will help with 
adding ADA-accessible 

restrooms to its 
community center.

“The goal is to empower 

communities to help  

themselves by building 

consensus, educating the 

citizens, initiating and 

implementing improvement
s 

and analyzing consequences
 

and successes.
”



This past year, the Department of Community Services unveiled a program 

to help consumers cope with the high price of prescription drugs. 

The cards may be used by all Lake County residents, regardless of age, 

income or existing health coverage. The cards are accepted at many of the 

pharmacies in Lake County. According to officials, the discount card offers 

significant savings for the uninsured and underinsured residents of Lake 

County. Even those fortunate to have prescription coverage can use the 

card to save money on drugs that are not covered by their health plan. 

By offering these free prescription drug discount cards, residents can 

receive an average savings of 20 percent off the retail price of commonly 

prescribed drugs. This new program is available through the National 

Association of Counties.

As of August 2006, more than 1,950 County residents had started using 

the discount cards for an overall prescription drug savings of $36,800.

Savings in bloom

What plan to choose? This was a common question for Lake County 

residents as they perused the new Medicare Part D program. The Elder 

Affairs Program of the Department of Community Services hosted a 

series of informational forums to assist residents making decisions 

about program enrollment. Experts from various agencies shared 

details about the benefits of the new program and assisted residents 

in determining their eligibility, applying for benefits and obtaining 

additional help.

Sprouting helpful information

Nurturing Lake County’s communities

Lake County residents love libraries. The Lake County 

Library System hosted the Third Annual Festival of Reading 

in April 2006 with the theme of “Mystery.” The festival 

opening was held at Wooton Park in Tavares and participants 

were treated to music, artist demonstrations, children’s 

activities and book signings. The Festival was the largest to date 

with more than 3,300 attendees. The event also showcased various 

presentations and workshops.

Sowing seeds of knowledge




