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Sprucing up parks and acquiring open space topped the to-do list for
Lake County this past year.

In late 2005, the County acquired the 192-acre Ferndale Preserve on
County Road 455, a State-designated scenic highway.

A grant secured in 2004 from the Florida Commu-

nities Trust funded 75 percent of the $4 million

acquisition. A partnership between Lake County,
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Lake County Water Authority and St. Johns River Water Management

District funded the remainder of the land purchase.

Passive recreation plans for the preserve include a fishing pier,
observation tower, picnic facilities and nature trails. Once a citrus
grove, the site is perched about 165-feet above sea level and gives a

breathtaking view of Lake Apopka.

Other park developments this past fiscal year included a groundbreaking
ceremony for a new 96-acre sports complex in North Lake County, an
approved master plan for Palatlakaha Environmental and Agricultural
Reserve, commonly referred to as PEAR Park, and a new dog park at

Lake Idamere Park, designed and built entirely by Lake County staff.

Lake
Mippehdha

3\ N
&
e
3 CLERMONT Z
2
3
§ Sﬂfkdcmn‘tcvmub

T O P 1 O 1. South Clermont 2. Groveland North/ 3. County Road 48 4. County Road 439

Connector, $13.1
Transportation million (completion

Projects Al Al
2005-2006

South Collector, $3.4 widening and widening and
million (completed resurfacing, $3.2 resurfacing, $2.7

February 2006) million (completion million (completed

December 2006) December 2005)



&mlmra\/eme;\tj

Bl&a@@ng /xrrfgrejj W&tk rodds

The Lake County Department of Public Works tackled the 2005-2006

fiscal year with its largest workload ever.

In just over six months, the Department was responsible for completing
12 major construction projects totaling nearly $15 million. The projects
included improvements to Lakeshore Drive near Tavares and Mount
Dora, construction of the two-lane collector road Legends Way in the
Clermont area, and the widening and resurfacing of County Roads
46A and 439.

By the end of the fiscal year, the Department was scheduled to finish
an additional $13 million in projects including four-lane extensions

to Hooks Street and Citrus Tower Boulevard.

Traffic congestion will be lessened by the County’s most expensive road
project to date, the South Clermont Connector. Construction began
on the $13.1 million, 2.5-mile roadway in April 2006 with completion
expected in mid-2007. The four-lane road will provide a valuable

commuter link between Lakeshore Drive and Citrus Tower Boulevard.
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The 5-mile South Lake Trail is to be completed this fall and will be
the longest trail for Lake County government. The trail will connect
the Lake Minneola Scenic Trail to the 22-mile West Orange Trail. The
Florida Department of Transportation funded $1.6 million of the $2

million project.

The majority of the 15-foot wide trail is constructed on an old railroad
bed that lies between the cities of Clermont and Winter Garden.
Besides offering the communities in South Lake County an excellent
recreational attraction, the trail will also serve the National Training

Center and its throng of world-class athletes.
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