Vehicle Safety

It is important that all Lake County employees drive in a courteous manner observing
the following safety guidelines while driving a Lake County vehicle or personal vehicle
while on County business:

e Employees shall comply with all Federal, State and County motor vehicle laws
and regulations.

e Employees shall exercise special precautions when negotiating around heavy
equipment, driving during inclement weather and when children, joggers or
pedestrians are on the roadway.

e The driver and all occupants shall wear seat belts as required by law.
e Use of a tobacco productsare prohibited in any County-owned vehicle.

e No person other than employees or appropriate persons engaged in business
with the County and approved by the department head or designee shall ride in a
County vehicle.

¢ No employee shall operate a County vehicle or personal vehicle on County
business after having consumed alcohol and/or drugs, including prescription and
over-the-counter drugs, which impair their ability to safely operate a vehicle.

e County vehicles shall be used for work-related duties only.

e Vehicles not in good mechanical condition shall not be driven. Report all
mechanical problems to your supervisor immediately.

¢ Vehicles shall not be left unattended while the engine is running. If it is necessary
to leave the vehicle running while it is unattended, the transmission shall be
placed in Park and the parking brake activated.

e When possible, drivers should position their vehicles to eliminate the need for
backing up. If backing up is the only alternative, the driver shall survey the area
on both sides, above and behind the vehicle prior to backing up. In some cases a
spotter should assist the driver in backing a vehicle. The driver shall instruct the
spotter on the hand signals that will be used. The spotter will remain in full view
of the driver during the backing up maneuver.

e Ladders, pipes and tools carried outside the closed compartment of vehicles
shall be placed in the brackets or carriers provided. Tools, equipment and
materials carried in the truck bed shall be secured by using side rails and/or a
tailgate.

e Earphones shall not be worn while operating a County vehicle. Personal battery
powered portable radios or cassette players are permitted in the cab of vehicles
when they are secured in a manner that does not create operational and/or
safety hazards.



Be very careful while using a cell phone in any vehicle. avoid unnecessary calls
and always make the driving task your top priority.

Drivers shall possess the appropriate valid Florida driver license that authorizes
the driver to operate the vehicle being operated.



