
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 7800 ~ Tavares, FL 2778-7800  
Physical Address: 1300 S Duncan Drive ~ Building B, Room 3 ~ Tavares, FL 2778 

Phone: 352.742.6520 ~ Fax: 352.742.6505 
Website: www.lakecountyfl.gov/csc 
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Wednesday, June 20, 2007  

Wednesday July 18, 2007  

Wednesday, August 15, 2007  

Wednesday, September 19, 2007  
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Wednesday, November 14, 2007  

Wednesday, December 19, 2007  
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District #1 
Julie Yandell 
Lorrie Simmons 
District #2 
Chuck Crane 
Barbara Howell 
District #3 
Linda Lewis 
Marva Turner 
District #4 
B.E. Thompson, Chair 
Mike Matulia, Vice Chair 
District #5 
Lalenya Robertson 
Chris Watson 
At-Large 
Trella Mott 
Gary Clark 
Sandra Stura 
Representatives 
Darnell Stewart, DCF 
Jay Marshall, LCSB 
Debbie Stivender, LCBCC 
Staff 
Director, Vacant 
Rebecca Foley-Kearney 

VVOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERS R RECOGNITIONECOGNITION  

KKNOWNOW  SOMEONESOMEONE  WHOWHO  VOLUNTEERSVOLUNTEERS  TOTO  
HELPHELP  KIDSKIDS  ININ  YOURYOUR  COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY? ?   

PPRINTRINT  OFFOFF  OUROUR  FORMFORM  ANDAND  NOMINATENOMINATE  
THEMTHEM  FORFOR  V  VOLUNTEEROLUNTEER  OFOF  THETHE M MONTHONTH. .   

YYOUOU  CANCAN  FINDFIND  THETHE  FORMFORM  ONON  OUROUR  WEBSITEWEBSITE  
@ @ WWWWWW..LAKECOUNTYFLLAKECOUNTYFL ..GOVGOV//CSCCSC  

FFEEDBACKEEDBACK  

Ideas, suggestions, information for future 
articles are always welcomed!  

Contact Rebecca Foley-Kearney 
Phone: 352.742.6520 

Email: rkearney@lakecountyfl.gov 

May 2007: Volunteer Carolyn Richardson,  
Commissioner Debbie Stivender, CSC Chair 
B.E. Thompson and Vice Chair Mike Matulia 

May 2007: Commissioner Debbie Stivender, 
CSC Chair B.E. Thompson, Volunteer Tammy 

Hilliker and Councilor Barbara Howell 
May 2007: CSC Chair B.E. Thompson, 
Retired Councilor Debbie Thomas and  

Commissioner Debbie Stivender 
Councilor Thomas, thanks for giving us four 

years of your valuable time!  
You will be missed! 

February 2007: Volunteer Vickey    
Cauthen, CSC Director Emily Lee 
and CSC Chair B.E. Thompson 

September 2006: CSC Director 
Emily Lee, Volunteer Beverly Rich-

ards, SCC Executive Director 
Debi MacIntyre,  

Volunteer Woodley Trussell and 
CSC Chair B.E. Thompson 
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B.E. TB.E. THOMPSONHOMPSON  
CSC CCSC CHAIRHAIR  

Dear friends and col-
leagues: 

For Fiscal Year 2007, 
the CSC recommended 
13 agencies for grant 
awards with a cumula-
tive total of $254,000.  

While the funded agencies projected to 
serve over  6,200 Lake County children, 
every indication is that they will far ex-
ceed their projections. 

We continue to forge collaborations be-
tween multiple agencies.  It is very re-
warding to link providers with each other, 
or to link a needy family to appropriate 
services. 

In closing, I want to thank Emily Lee for 
the wisdom and guidance she provided 
during her tenure as Director of Chil-
dren’s Services.  Over the past 8 years 
we have addressed many children’s issues 
and accomplished a lot.  Emily began the 
Lake County School Readiness Coalition 
(now known as the Early Learning Coali-
tion of Lake County) and served as its 
first chairman.  Every day over 3,000 
children receive subsidized child care or 
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten services as a 
result of her efforts. 

Each time we see ELCLC’s “Big Blue Bus” 
driving around Lake County, know that it 
was a vision of Emily’s. 

These are just a few exam-
ples of how Emily has im-
proved the quality of life for 
all of us in Lake County.  

Enjoy retirement, cherished 
friend! 

DDEBBIEEBBIE S STIVENDERTIVENDER, ,   
LL IAISONIAISON    

BBOARDOARD  OFOF C COUNTYOUNTY    
CCOMMISSIONERSOMMISSIONERS    

  
Dear LCCSC Members: 
 

It has been my honor to serve with 
such a wonderful group of dedicated 
and passionate individuals who truly 
care for the children in Lake County. 
The completion of the 2007-2009 
Strategic Plan took many long hours 
of hard  work to accomplish. I hope 
you agree with me that the gratifica-
tion of knowing the positive and up-
lifting effects this plan will have on 
Lake County children and their families 
makes it all worth our efforts. 
 
I was very fortunate to be reappointed 
by the Chairman to be the liaison 
again this year, and I look forward to 
continuing to work with each of you to 
make Lake County a better place for 
all children.   

20062006——2007 F2007 FUNDEDUNDED A AGENCIESGENCIES  

1. Boy & Girls Club of Lake-Sumter $ 25,000.00 
2. Central Florida YMCA $ 14,040.00 
3. Christian Care Center $ 21,362.00 
4. Early Learning Coalition $ 25,000.00 
5. Haven of Lake & Sumter Counties $ 25,000.00  
6. Jeppesen VisionQuest $ 10,000.00 
7. Lady Lake Police Department $ 25,000.00  
8. Lake-Sumter Children’s Advocacy Center $ 25,000.00  
9. Lake-Sumter Community College $ 5,000.00  
10. Leesburg Center for the Arts $ 11,084.00  
11. LifeStream Behavioral Center $ 25,000.00  
12. Stuckey’s Kids $ 23,574.00  
13. Take Stock In Children $ 18,940.00  
 2006-2007 Total Funds $254,000.00 

Inside this issue: 
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AABOUTBOUT U USS  
  

The Lake County Children’s Services Council is a 15 member 
advisory board to the Lake County Board of County Com-
missioners (BCC).  The board consists of two members from 
each of the five BCC districts; three Members At-Large; one 
representative from the Florida Department of Children 
and Families (DCF); one representative from the Lake 
County School Board (LCSB) and one non-voting BCC Liai-
son.  All CSC members are appointed by the BCC to two-
year terms with the exception of the BCC Liaison, the LCSB 
and DCF representatives who each hold one-year terms. 

The CSC advises the BCC about children’s issues in Lake 
County, assists with strategic planning for children and  
family services, supports local service providers through 
outreach projects, and provides a forum to exchange ideas 
and promote partnerships among the providers and     citi-
zens through regular monthly meetings. The CSC meets on 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 9:00 AM in the Audi-
torium of the Lake County Agriculture Center, 1951 
Woodlea Road, Tavares, Florida.  

The CSC also makes recommendations to the Board of 
County Commissioners about the use of County annual grant 
funding following the CSC Request For Proposal (RFP) 
evaluation and review process.   

~   ~   ~  ~   ~   ~ ~   ~   ~ ~   ~   ~ ~   ~    

The Lake County Children’s Services is a division of the Lake 
County Department of Community Services under the Board 
of County Commissioners.  Children’s Services staff serve the 
CSC by supplying them, other Lake County service provid-
ers and the community with support in areas that include: 

• Resource and referral assistance to families needing 
services 

• Resource sharing with Lake County’s service providers 

• A current, comprehensive directory of service providers  

• Technical support to community agencies e.g., program 
development, fund-raising guidance, etc. 

• Needs assessment/asset mapping activities. 

• Legislative updates and recommendations regarding 
children and families. 

A child is the only known substance from which a responsible adult can be made. ~ Dr. Thomas Lickona ~ 

LLAKEAKE C COUNTYOUNTY C CHILDRENHILDREN’’SS S SERVICESERVICES    
DDIRECTORIRECTOR R RETIRESETIRES  

  
Effective February 21, 2007, Emily Lee, Director of 
Children’s Services retired. The CSC joined with Lake 
County Community Services, representatives from the 
Children’s Services Council of Florida and others to bid 
Emily a fond farewell. 

On April 12, LifeStream's Child Care Choice Services 
and the Early Learning 
Coalition of Lake County 
presented former Chil-
dren's Services Director, 
Emily Lee with an award 
and photo collage at their 
annual Provider     Appre-
ciation Dinner.  Emily was 
recognized for her years 
of service to Lake County's 
children and families; most 
notably for being the 
founder and first chairper-
son of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Lake County 
and for inspiring the Big 
Blue Bus-Mobile Resource 
Unit program." 

Forget me not... 

To nurture a c hild is  To nurture a c hild  is  To nurture a c hild is     
to plant  a seed...to plant  a seed...to pla nt  a seed...   

 and watc h it blossom. and watc h it blossom. and watc h it blossom.   

Emily A. Lee, DirectorEmily A. Lee, DirectorEmily A. Lee, Director   
Lake County Children’s S ervicesLake County Children’s S ervicesLake County Children’s S ervices   

August 10, 1998 ~ February 21, 2007August 10, 1998 ~ February 21, 2007August 10, 1998 ~ February 21, 2007   

   

Commissioner   
Jennifer Hill , 

FCSC harry yates, 
Former Director 

Emily Lee, 
CSC Chair B.E. 

Thompson,  
Commissioner 

Stivender 
FCSC Vivian Alarcon 

Lesha Coffield-ELCLC, Emily Lee 
and  Sherry Olszanski, LSCCCS 
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“THIS PLAYGROUND IS A 

ONE-OF-A-KIND 

FACILITY IN CENTRAL 

FLORIDA,” SAID COUNTY 

COMMISSIONER DEBBIE 

STIVENDER. “THIS 

PROJECT WILL BENEFIT 

ALL COUNTY CITIZENS 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AS 

WELL AS BEING A FOCAL 

POINT FOR ALL LOCAL 

CHILDREN WHO ENJOY 

A STATE-OF-THE-ART 

PLAYGROUND.” 

BBOUNDLESSOUNDLESS P PLAYGROUNDLAYGROUND D DEDICATIONEDICATION  
EEXCERPTXCERPT   FROMFROM L LAKEAKE C COUNTYOUNTY H HOMETOWNOMETOWN H HIGHTLIGHTSIGHTLIGHTS   

There is magic happening in Central Florida and 
anyone who pays a visit to Lake Idamere Park 
can feel the excitement. 

Elected officials from Lake County, City of       
Tavares and the State of Florida celebrated the 
grand opening of a playground at the 43-acre 
lakeside park in December 2006.  

Typically, a dedication of a new play area   
doesn’t attract hundreds of visitors and a host of 
distinguished guests, including newly elected state 

Governor Charlie Crist. 

“This playground is a one-of-a-kind facility in Central Florida,” said County Commis-
sioner Debbie Stivender. “This project will benefit all County citizens with special needs 
as well as being a focal point for all local children who enjoy a state-of-the-art play-
ground.” 

Unlike any other playground in Central Florida, Lake Idamere’s boundless playground is 
specifically designed to assure that children of all abilities are able to play in a safe 
area created to meet their special needs. The specialized playground equipment with a 
pour-in-place rubber foundation can be enjoyed by children with physical challenges 
without leaving their support equipment. 

The $900,000 project, which was first introduced to Lake County in March 2004 when 
Gov. Jeb Bush and County Commissioners held a groundbreaking ceremony, took     
several years to develop. To provide support for the project, the Lake County Children’s 
Services Council and the Children’s Foundation of Lake County raised over $100,000 in 
private cash and in-kind donations for the playground, and continues to do so. 

Lake County provided more than $400,000 for the project and also received a 
$200,000 matching grant from the state in October 2004 for the boundless play-
ground. Even with the state grant and private donations, development slowed due to 
the sheer cost of the specialized playground equipment, which ranges between $300-
5,000 per piece. The Parks & Trails Division maximized the allocated funds for the    
project by completing as much work as possible in-house, such as site prep work and 
landscaping. 

“It is finally here, the day we all dreamed about,” said Emily Lee, Director of the Lake 
County Children’s Services. “The boundless playground is a dream fulfilled for Candi  
Giddens, whose daughter Ashton no longer has to sit back and watch the other children 
play.” 

Governor-Elect Charlie Crist with 
CSC Chair, B.E. Thompson 

Lake Idamere Park located at 12335 County Road 448, Tavares.  
The Children’s Foundation of  Lake County (CFLC) and Children’s 
Services Council (CSC) continues to collect private donations to  

add additional features to the boundless playground.  
For more information: 

Call CFLC @ 352.267.3905 or CSC @ 352.742.6520 
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