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"1 AN UPDATE FROM CSC STAFF
REBECCA FOLEY-KEARNEY

As we end our fiscal year this
month, | would like to share some

! highlights of the 2006-2007 Fis-
cal Year.

Through the efforts of the CSC,
Lake County Children’s Founda-
tion, Lake County Board of County Commissioners
and Lake County Parks and Recreational Depart-
ment, in December of 2006, we saw the dedication
and grand opening of the Lake Idamere Boundless
Playground. It is one of the first of its kind in Central
Florida, and the CSC is proud to be a part of a
playground that is for kids of ALL abilities.

The CSC participated in the following public events:
e The World’s Greatest Baby Showers in Clermont,

The first CSC newsletter went
out in May 2007. This will con-
tinue to be done on a bi-monthly
basis. | welcome any ideas, sug-
gestions, or areas of interest
that you would like to see in
upcoming issues.

The Lake County CSC Resource
Directory underwent a major
update and renovation in June-
July 2007. The response to this
has been great, and | appreci-
ate all the positive feedback
about it. See the article below
for additional information.

The CSC continues to work on
their strategic plan for the new
year, and will meet early next
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Leesburg, Mount Dora and Mascotte.

e Kids Day American/Medical, Health & Fitness
Expo

o Lake County Shared Services Network’s
Protection Mini-Conference

e Boot Scootin’ Bicycle Rodeo

e Social Services Needs and Gap Analysis of Lake
County Focus Group Meeting

e Back-To-School Safety Fair

e VPK Birthday Celebration

e Kid’s Fest (coming September 29th)

year to finalize it.

Our goal, as always, remains in closing any gaps that could

Child adversely affect the at-risk children of Lake County.

It has been a year of changes and challenges, but it's been a
good one. We are looking forward to a new year of helping
to serve our future, the children of Lake County.

THE UPDATED & RENOVATED
CSC RESOURCE DIRECTORY
IS NOW AVAILABLE
This comprehensive resource directory list

agencies throughout Lake County that
provide services for children and families.

Each of these events gave us the opportunity to share
who we are and what we do, along with information
pertaining to each specific event theme. It was also
an opportunity to interact with the kids and families
that we help serve through our annual funding of

programs for at-risk children in Lake County. The CSC resource directory will be up-

dated on a monthly basis, and posted on
the Lake County Children’s Services web-
site: www.lakecountyfl.gov/csc for your
review or printing.

The Request for Proposal to apply for CSC grants
was released in November 2006. The RFP Committee
met in March 2007 to review and vote on recommen-
dations to the Lake County Board of County Commis-
sioners (BCC) for funding for the 2007-2008 Fiscal
Year. The BCC will vote on those recommendations in
late September. Once those recommendations have
been approved, we will acknowledge those agencies,
and the programs being funded in the next newslet-
ter, as well as on our website.

LAKE COUNTY

The mass mailing will occur twice a year, but limited hard cop-
ies may be requested through our office at any time.

If you are interested in adding an agency, making a change to
an existing agency, or would like to request a copy, please call
352.324.2548 or email rkearney@lakecountyfl.gov.
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Medical, Health &
Fitness Expo

SATURDAY, MAY 19
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Lake-Sumter Community College Gym
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Thanks to
Council Mem-
bers B.E.

Thompson,

Lorrie Simmons,
Mike Matulia
and Marva

Turner

for
volunteering to help out at the Expo!

Boot Scootin’ Bicycle Rodeo This  July 31st

;;-mn»u-r event was spon-
LADY LAKE POLICE DEFPARTMENT sored by the

winl
LIFESTREAM BEHAVIORAL CENTER | gdy Lake Police

Department, with the Leesburg Police Department and
LifeStream Behavioral Center as co-sponsors. Partners
included: Lake County Children’s Services Council, The
Early Learning Coalition of Lake County w/the Big Blue
Bus, Children’s Foundation of Lake County and Lake
County Foster Parent Association

Bikes and helmets were presented to pre-determined fos-
ter children, after being taught bike safety and riding tips
by law enforcement officers.

Luncheon was provided to all children and their foster
parents.
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Bikes lined up ready for the rodeo!

Participating in the obstacle course.

% oCk‘*o'schOo/
Safety Fair  LAKE SQUARE

1o
. Schaol
August 18, 2007
10:00 o.m. to 3:00 p.m.

This August 18th event was sponsored by Lake County
Community Traffic Safety Team (CTST).

The Back-To-School Safety Fair is designed to instruct
children and adults about safety issues, and to inform
them which agencies perform certain duties in various
emergencies. In addition, the Safety Fair provides an
opportunity to the attendees to examine safety equip-
ment that can be purchased for their personal use.

Thanks to
Council Members
B.E. Thompson,
Mike Matulia,
Sandra Stura,
Jay Marshall,
Lorrie Simmons,
Chuck Crane and
Barbara Howell
and volunteer Norman Howell for helping out at the Fair!
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SPOTLIGHT ON...

PREGNANCY CARE CENTER
WANDA KOHN, DIRECTOR

grown from providing pregnancy tests and having a literal clothes “closet” to
%™ a ministry that now provides childbirth classes, housing assistance, parenting
classes and a large clothes “room” which includes all kind of baby equip-
"8 ment. This is the third year that the CSC has funded the PCC’s parenting
. classes. These classes are offered to those being required to take parenting
classes by KCI, those who are incarcerated, as well as the community at

large.

One of our many success stories was Crystal, who was incarcerated in the Lake County Jail, which separated her
from her 9-month old daughter and fiancé, Rick. While incarcerated she began our parenting classes, and after her
release finished them at the PCC. From there they became involved with First Baptist Leesburg’s recovery class, as
well as, attending church and forming a new “family” of support. Rick was hired by a church member, and several
people helped them get into a rental. Crystal completed her parenting classes, but could be found most days at
what was to her a sanctuary, the PCC.

Rick and Crystal are married, have regained custody of her daughter and are expecting a child in September. This
is just one of many testimonies about changed lives through the ministry of the PCC.

| am so grateful for the support that CSC board members have given to the PCC through the parenting grant as well
as the prayers and interest that has been shown to this cause. Partnering with CSC has been an encouraging experi-
ence and attending the monthly meetings has helped us network with other agencies in the area.

LAKE COUNTY CHILDREN'S SERVICES COUNCIL
COUNCILOR LORRIE SIMMONS, DISTRICT 1

| tended FSU and received my Bachelor’s in Accounting.

. While in Tallahassee | began volunteering in a rural area in Gadsen County as a tutor. Tutor-
ing children brought fulfillment, and the difference that was made in these students’ learning
was lasting.

That was over 14 years ago, and since that time | have had an opportunity to serve children in Bay, Broward, Citrus,
Leon and Sumter Counties. Returning to Lake County in 1998 | was given a mission by one of my mentors, and now
Pastor, to assist with Men of Distinction which had a need for an Advisor for the teenage girls that were a part of the
after school initiative. | saw this as an opportunity to serve my community and accepted the challenge. God has
blessed me to touch many children’s lives through Men of Distinction, as well as through Department of Children &
Families as a counselor, my church, and now through Lake County Children’s Services Council.

| believe my desire to serve and share my talents came from my parents, Freddie and Bessie Brinson of Leesburg.
My mom and dad both come from large families and learned to share and serve others at an early age. | have two
brothers and two sisters, as well as my husband Murcer and my son Marsellus, who seem to keep up pretty well with
my busy lifestyle. | love them for it and | thank God for the desire to serve.
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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7800 ~ Tavares, FL 32778-7800
Physical Address: 1300 S. Duncan Drive ~ Building B, Suite 3 ~ Tavares, FL 32778

LAKE COUNTY Phone: 352.742.6520 ~ Fax: 352.742.6505

Website: www.lakecountyfl.gov/csc
FLORIDA

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DID You KNow....

Jeppesen VisionQuest is now Florida’s Vision
,fﬁm?ﬂ’*s Quest. Providing free exams & eye-glasses for
Vision Quest, Inc. gt-risk kids.

Nancy Jeppesen, 386.917.1001, Ext. 223

' Church Without Walls is now Youth Reach.
/ pe 2%\ S.A.F.E. Program - For at-risk youth (age 7-15)
and their family.
s Angela Thomas, 352.787-2030.

August 2007: Boys & Girl’s Clubs Chief Profes-
sional Officer Beth Work, County Commissioner “A person who sees with their eyes has limited vision, but a
Debbie Stivender, Volunteer Kristen Bartch Knight person who sees with their heart knows no boundaries.”
and CSC Chair B.E. Thompson ~ Author Unknown ~

Early Childhood Association of Florida
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Sepember 27-29, 2007 8 FAMILY =P q K= September 14th (Day 1) B
D&'ﬂ'momw LR 06y, 20,2007 9:00am - 2,00pm September 28th (Day 2)
P A Shoch.sfGod The Front Porch Project®
o e Gelabeation of Praise Church of Go ; : 1
PP,y Y i | 3700 South US Hwy. 27 Clormont, FI 34711 (52) 3942855 | E-mail talpa@devereux.org | '
‘ agq,g;‘%m%n&mu%w%,w AN o ; ~fAT L SN e or call Colleen Talpa,
e 1 Check out our website @ S8 (352) 793-0801 to register. §
At aritiolll . wwlakecountyflgov/csc. R R
ey e e e 5 L R {1 You can access the CSC monthly calen-
od dar, Resource Directory, and most
recent newsletter!
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A Day To Eat Dinner With
Your Children!

For more information go to
the SCC website:
www.safeclimatecoalition.org

(352) 742 6511 ot 2

Know someone who
volunteers to help kids in y , — - . -
your community? . ' New SAFE series starts ) .
P g~ e ‘ Mond 68 Ideas, suggestions, informa- ;
e o e Vahmeas | { onaay, pm tion for future articles are always
of the Month. e September 10, 2007 welcomedl|

I o= [§ (oY@ el {eVA S| N el Ml '  Contact Rebecca Foley-Kearney

vebsite @ S, (352) 787-2030—Angela Thomas Phone: 352.742.6520
www.lakecountyfl.gov/csc SRS ¥ Email: rkearney@lakecountyfl.gov
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