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OBJECTIVE 1.0 PROTECTION OF SURFACE AND GROUNDWATER 

Lake County shall improve its ability to manage stormwater so as to minimize the degradation 
of surface and ground water.  This objective shall be made measurable by implementing the 
following policies.  

1.1 Master Stormwater Management Plan for the WSA 

Lake County shall cooperate and consult with the St Johns River Water Management District, 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and adjoining local governments and 
municipalities in the implementation of the Wekiva Study Area regional master stormwater 
management plan.  The County will incorporate findings, methods and recommendations of the 
WSA Master Stormwater Management Plan into the Comprehensive plan and LDRs as 
appropriate. Utilizing the WSA Master Stormwater Management Plan as a guide, the county 
will revise project priorities within its 5-year Stormwater Improvement Plan and the Capital 
Improvement Element of the Comprehensive Plan. Priority projects that have been identified 
within the WSA include but are not limited to: 

1.2 Stormwater Management within Springsheds 

Lake County shall adopt LDRs that protect the quality and quantity of stormwater entering the 
aquifer within springsheds and springshed protection zones.  These regulations shall assure 
adequate treatment of stormwater before it enters the aquifer, prevent the formation of 
solution pipe sinkholes, reduce erosion and sedimentation, and optimize stormwater retention 
to facilitate recharge. The county shall utilize as appropriate information contained within the 
publication “Protecting Florida Springs: Land Use Planning Strategies and Best Management 
Practices” by the Department of Community Affairs and Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

1.3 Best Management Practices  

The County will evaluate and adopt, as appropriate and feasible, Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) for all stormwater management systems.  Systems in areas of “protected recharge” as 
defined in the Aquifer Recharge sub-element, Most Effective Recharge in the Wekiva Study 
Area and karst sensitive areas should be designed to address maintenance of water quality 
and quantity.  Such BMPs may include design standards for stormwater ponds, use of 
biological treatment trains for nutrient and contaminant removal, incorporation of stormwater 
management systems into landscaping and irrigation, and minimizing directly connected 
impervious surface areas. These BMPs shall be incorporated into the Land Development 
Regulations of Lake County. 

 

 


