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 1 
ORDINANCE SUMMARY 2 

 3 
In 2007, in recognition of the economic conditions, the Florida Legislature approved an automatic 4 
extension for a period of three (3) years of all phases, build out, and expiration dates for Development 5 
of Regional Impact projects.  Lake County’s current economic condition is similar, and perhaps even 6 
more serious, to that experienced by the State of Florida as a whole. There is an oversupply of already 7 
approved residentially and commercially designated lands that are unable to proceed with their 8 
development.  9 
 10 
Based on the above, and in support of the action taken by the 2007 Florida Legislature, we could find 11 
that forcing compliance with certain development order timeframes in the existing market would be 12 
detrimental to the economy of the County. I would like to discuss with the BCC whether it would be 13 
appropriate and in the best interest of the public to grant a three (3) year extension to all valid 14 
development orders (including variances and vesting orders), regardless of prior extensions.  This 15 
could be made retroactive to a reasonable date. Any developer who was required to post security 16 
would be required to maintain security during the extension. This has been proposed to be retroactive 17 
for 6-months. 18 
 19 
Changes are shown as follows: Strikethrough for deletions, Underline for additions.   20 
 21 
Rev. 3/5/09 22 
 23 
 24 

ORDINANCE 2009 - 25 
 26 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LAKE 27 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE LAKE COUNTY CODE APPENDIX E LAND 28 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; CREATING SECTION 1.08.00 MARKET 29 
CONDITION EXTENSION; TO PROVIDE A ONE TIME EXTENSION UP TO THREE 30 
(3) YEARS FOR DEVELOPMENT AND VESTING ORDERS; PROVIDING FOR 31 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; AND PROVIDING 32 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 33 

 34 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) has adopted the Lake County 35 
Comprehensive Plan within which are included goals, objectives, and policies related to land 36 
development and time periods for which certain development approvals are valid; and 37 
 38 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes, requires the implementation of these goals, 39 
objectives and policies through consistent land development regulations; and 40 
 41 
 WHEREAS, in recognition of the 2007 real estate market conditions, the Florida Legislature 42 
approved an automatic extension for a period of three (3) years of all phases, build out, and expiration 43 
dates for Development Of Regional Impact projects; and 44 
 45 
 WHEREAS, Lake County has experienced a slowdown in market conditions similar to that 46 
experienced by the State of Florida as a whole; and 47 
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 1 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the real estate market conditions there is an over supply of 2 
residential and commercial units leading to an economic strain on related industries and businesses in 3 
Lake County; and  4 
 5 
  WHEREAS, the Board, in furtherance of the action taken by the 2007 Florida Legislature, finds 6 
that forcing compliance with certain development order timeframes in the existing economic market 7 
would be detrimental to the economy of the County; and 8 
 9 

WHEREAS, the BCC has determined it to be appropriate and in the best interest of the public 10 
to grant an extension to all valid development orders, regardless of prior extensions. 11 

 12 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE LAKE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 13 

COMMISSIONERS, FLORIDA, THAT: 14 
 15 

SECTION ONE.  Recitals. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein 16 
by reference.  17 

 18 
SECTION TWO. Creation. Section 1.08.00, entitled Market Condition Extension, is hereby 19 

created to read as follows: 20 
 21 

Section 1.08.00 Market Condition Extension.  22 
 23 

1. All dates in any Vested Rights Determination which was valid on September 1, 2008 shall 24 
be extended for three (3) years.  25 
 26 

2. The expiration date of conditional use permits, site plans, preliminary plats, construction 27 
plans, master park plans and development agreements approved on or after September 1, 28 
2008 and before September 1, 2009 shall be extended to August 31, 2012, unless a later 29 
date is specified in the approved Development Order, in which case the later date shall 30 
control.  31 

 32 
3. Any approval which requires a guarantee or surety shall have its expiration date extended 33 

only if the guarantee or surety is also extended.  34 
 35 
SECTION THREE. Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, word or 36 

provision of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 37 
jurisdiction, whether for substantive, procedural, or any other reason, such portion shall be deemed a 38 
separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the 39 
remaining portions of this ordinance. 40 

 41 
SECTION FOUR. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Board and it is hereby 42 

provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall be made a part of the Lake County Code; that the 43 
sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish such intention; and that the 44 
word "ordinance" may be changed to "section", "article", or other appropriate designation. 45 

 46 
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SECTION FIVE.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective as provided for by 1 
law.  2 

 3 
Enacted this _____ day of _____________, 2009. 4 

 5 
 Filed with the Secretary of State _____________________,2009. 6 
 7 
 Effective ____________________________, 2009. 8 
 9 
 10 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 11 
   OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 12 
 13 
_____________________________  ____________________________________ 14 
Neil Kelly, County Clerk of   Welton G. Cadwell, Chairman 15 
of Lake County, Florida    This ______day of ______________, 2009. 16 
 17 
Approved as to form and legality: 18 
 19 
 20 
_____________________________ 21 
Sanford A. Minkoff 22 
County Attorney 23 
 24 


