
 
 

Original Proposed Landscape Code Chapters 
From February 8, 2008 

 
 

SECTION ONE - Recitals are true and correct… 
 
SECTION TWO – Amendment to Definitions - Becomes Section Four 
 
SECTION THREE – Amendment to Chapter IX Development Design and Improvement 
Standards.  Becomes Section Five 
 
 
9.01.00 LANDSCAPING STANDARDS (Previously called “Landscaping and Site 

Clearing”) 
 
9.01.01 Purpose  -  Same 
 
9.01.02 Applicability and Additions to Existing Development 

A. Applicability  -  See 9.01.02 
B. Existing Development  -  See 1.08.04 (C) 

1. Any substantial improvement shall comply with 9.01 and 9.01 
-  See 1.08.04 (C) 

2. Any improvement greater than 4,000 SF shall comply… 
-  2, 3 and 4 Moved to Section 1.08.04 C  

3. Any structural improvement greater than 25%... 
4. Any vehicular use improvement greater than 25% 

C. Landscape Buffering Responsibility  -  See 9.01.05 (A)(1)(i. to iv.)  
D. Prohibitions, Separate Violations and Revegetation -  Discuss at LPA 

1. Separate Violations -  Discuss at LPA 
2. Re-vegetation Required -  See 9.01.04 (8) 

 
9.01.03 General Requirements 

A. Landscaping  -  See 9.01.03 (A) 
B. Monoculture (Plant Diversity)  Items  a.  to e.  listed  -  See 9.01.04 (2) 
C. Plant Substitutions  Items 1.  and 2. listed  -  See 9.01.04 (1)(m) 
D. Installation  -  See 9.01.04 (3) 
E. Maintenance   -  See 9.01.04 (5) 
F. Pruning  -  See 9.01.04 (6) 
G. Staking  -  See to 9.01.04 (3) 
H. Plant Materials  -  See 9.01.04 (1) with items below except No.8 

1. Quality 
2. Native Plants 
3. Canopy Trees 



4. Ornamental Trees 
5. Palms 
6. Shrubs 
7. Lawn Grass 
8. Slopes  -  Combined with 9.01.04 (1)(h) 
9. Site Appropriateness 
10. Synthetic Lawns and Plants 
11. Architectural Planters 
12. Existing Trees 

a) Through g)  list specific tree credit   
      -  Becomes 9.01.04 (1)(l) (i. to vi.) 

 
I. Irrigation  -  I (1 to 7) below moved to 9.01.04 (4) (a. to d.)  

1. Irrigation used if necessary… 
2. Alternative water sources… -  See 9.01.04 (d.) 
3. Automatic irrigation system shall comply with the following… -  See 

submittal requirements in Sections Nine, Fifteen and Sixteen for         
a. to d. below 

a) Zones to reflect different levels… 
b) Use 24-Hour automatic timer with backflow prevention 

device… 
c) Keyed to topography & soil type… 
d) Have a rain sensor per section 373.62… 

4. Where irrigation is not required… 
5. When a permanent irrigation system is not required… 
6. Pop-up irrigation heads shall be no shorter than 6” for turf grass… 
7. Irrigated areas less than 5’ in width shall use micro-irrigation… 

 
J. Mandatory Waterwise and Florida Friendly Landscape Measures with Ap. Plts 

-  See 9.01.03 (B) & (C)  
1. Follow requirements of this subsection: 
2. Items required for Waterwise principals:  -  Items 2(a to d) moved to 

Sections 9, 15 and 16 
a) Illustrate and label the water zone requirements… 
b) Illustrate and label areas of the site to be preserved… 
c) Illustrate and label turf grass and shrub areas… 
d) Provide an Irrigation Plan in accordance with site 

requirements. 
3. Six principals of water efficient irrigation…  -  (a. to d.) See 9.01.02 

(C) 
a) Soil Analysis 
b) Use of mulch 
c) Limited irrigated lawn areas 
d) Low water use plants 
e) Efficient and well designed irrigation   

-  See 9.01.02 (C )(5)(i. to vi.) 



1. High Water Use Zones 
2. Moderate Water Use Zones 
3. Low Water Use Zones 
4. Rain Sensors 
5. Irrigation Overthrow 
6. Temporary Irrigation 

f) Appropriate maintenance  -  Last sentence about fertilizer 
added to 9.01.04 (5)   

 
9.01.04 Landscape Requirements  -  Becomes Section 9.01.05 Landscape Buffer 

Requirements 
A. All Lots, Plots or Parcels…  -  See 9.01.05 (A)  
B. General Landscaping Requirements (Buffering primarily) -  See 9.01.05 (A) 

1. Calculation of buffer requirements -   
• Table 9.01.04B.2  Landscape Buffers between Zoning 

Types -  Table 2 in 9.01.05 
• Table 9.01.04.B.3  Land Use Buffer area Requirements 

-  Table 3 in 9.01.05 
• Figure 9.01.04.B.4  Landscape Buffer Plan Views 

-  Figure 4 in 9.01.05 
2. Section 9.01.04.B.5  Zoning Based Buffering and Landscape 

Requirements -  See 9.01.05 (C)  
1. Wood fences… - Combined into 9.01.05 (C)(2) 
2. Maintained in perpetuity… - Already stated elsewhere 
3. Separately platted or phased… - See 9.01.05 (C)(1) 
4. Allowed wall types… - See 9.01.05 (C)(2) 
5. Canopy and ornamental tree spacing. See 9.01.04(1)(c & d) 
6. Arterial buffer requirements… - See 9.01.05 (A)(2) 
7. Lots adjacent to a road but within 75’ of adjacent… See 

9.01.05 (A)(4)                                           
8. Additional requirements… - See 9.01.05 (C)(3) 
9. Shared buffers in master planned commercial 

development…  - See 9.01.05 (A)(1)(iii.) 
10. Pervious areas shall have a minimum of ten (10) canopy 

trees per acre  - See 9.01.05 (C)(4) 
11. Separate tract for buffers greater than ten lots - See 9.01.05  

  (C)(5) 
12. Use of existing landscape material - See 9.01.04 (1)(L) 
13. Single family and multifamily developments shall have tree 

lined roads - See 9.01.05 (A)(3) Figures below too 
• Figure A – Typical Street Tree Section 
• Figure B – Typical Street Tree Plan 

14.    Buffer plant diversity and natural arrangements… - See 
    9.01.05 (C)(6) 

15. Cross access buffer requirement… -  Left out because                   
statement could conflict with sight visibility issue. 



16. Individual Tree Planting Requirement - See 9.01.04 (1)(C)     
 and (D) 

• Ornamental and canopy tree spacing 
• Minimum canopy tree areas… 
• No trees in a visibility triangle… 
• Maintained trees in excellent condition and protected… 

17. Individual shrub planting requirements - See 9.01.04 (1)(F)      
• Shrubs shall be a minimum of two feet tall… 
• Shrubs shall be located between the trees… 
 

C. Internal Landscaping in Parking areas and other Site areas - See 9.01.06 
1. Generally - See 9.01.06 
2. Interior Parking areas - See 9.01.06 (A) 

a) Single-Row Terminal Landscape Islands - See 9.01.06(A)(1) 
• Figure C – Interior Parking areas Single and Double-

Row Terminal Landscape Island – Perspective View 
- See 9.01.06(A)(1) 

b) Double-Row Terminal Landscape Islands - See 
9.01.06(A)(2) 

c) Intermediate Landscape Islands - See 9.01.06(A)(3)      
• Figure D – Interior Parking areas – Intermediate 

Landscape Islands 
d) Limited Off-Street Paved Parking areas - See 9.01.04(A)(4) 
e) Parking Lot Trees and Substitutions - See 9.01.06(A)(5) 
f) Perimeter Trees and Spacing - See 9.01.04(A)(6) 

• Figure E – Interior Parking areas – Perimeter Trees 
and Spacing 

g) Building Landscapes - See 9.01.04(B) 
1. Residential Development - See 9.01.06(A)(1) 
2. Commercial, Retail and Restaurant - See 9.01.04(B)(1) 
3. Office - See 9.01.04(B)(1) 
4. Mixed Use Buildings - See 9.01.04(B)(1)  

h) Pervious Parking - See 9.01.04(C) 
i) Internal Access Roads - See 9.01.04(D) 

• Figure F – Interior Parking areas – Internal Access 
Roads 

j) Accommodations for Lighting and other Features - See 
9.01.04(E) 

• Figure G – Interior Parking areas – Intermediate 
Landscape Islands 

k) Rain Gardens - See 9.01.04 (F) 
• Figure H – Interior Parking areas – Rain Garden 

Photo Example 
3. Guardhouses - See 9.01.04(G) 
4. Vehicular Gates and Associated Security Walls - See 9.01.04(H) 



• Figure I – Vehicular Gates and Associated Security 
Walls 

5. Retention Ponds - See 9.01.04 (I) 
• Figure J – Retention Ponds 

D. Intersection Visibility - See 9.01.04(3) 
• Figure K – Intersection Visibility 

E. Natural Vegetation Preservation Credit - See 9.01.04(1)(L) 
F. Screening of Heating / Ventilation / Air Conditioning Units - See 9.01.04(J) 

 
9.01.05 Canopy Tree Requirements for Single-Family Residential including 

Duplexes - See 9.01.07 
A. Single-Family exemption from landscape plans 

1. to 8 lists standards for homes – No. 9 moved from Street Trees Section 
9.01.07 (A)(1) to (9) 

B. Preserve existing trees…- See 9.01.07(C) 
C. Existing trees may be used to meet the provisions…- See 9.01.04(1)(6) 
D. One tree shall be planted 10-feet from ROW – To #9 in (A) above. See 

9.01.07(A)(9) 
E. Additional trees may be required… - Covered by 9.02.05 
F. Protected trees listed shall need a Tree Removal Permit… (with items 1 & 2) 

- See 9.01.07 (C) & (D) 
Locate residences to protect trees if possible… - See 9.01.07 (C) & (D) 

 
9.01.06 Plan Approval – See Section Nine (a.k.a. 14.07.05(A)(2)(j)) and Section 

Fifteen (a.k.a. 14.09.01(B)(2)(j)(10)) and Section Sixteen (a.k.a. 
14.10.02(B)(9))  for items A and B below.   

A. Submit Landscape Plan 
1. Plan prepared by a landscape architect if the following apply 

a. And  b. listed 
2.   Plans shall be signed and sealed… 

B. Landscape Plan Requirements… 
1. to   12 lists specific requirements… 

C. Individual single-family and duplex residential shall be exempted… See 
Section Seventeen (a.k.a. 14.14.01) 

 
9.01.07 Reserved – No Change 
 
9.01.08 Certificate of Occupancy (A & B herein) - See Section Thirteen (a.k.a. 

14.08.05) 
 
9.01.09 Administration and Enforcement - See Section Seven (a.k.a. 14.00.12) 

A. Designee shall be charged with administrating change 
1. Perform inspections… 
2. Allowance for change… 
3. Enforce code requirements through fines etc… 

 



9.01.10 Tree Protection Standards During Construction 
A. Tree Protection Standards - See 9.02.12 

1. Save trees during construction - See 9.02.12 (A) 
2. Apply to all protected trees… - See 9.02.12 (B) 
3. No construction material in drip line of tree… - See 9.02.12 (B) 
4. Limit grade changes… - See 9.02.12 (C) 
5. Avoiding injuries due to chemical poisoning - See 9.02.12 (C) 
6. Tree injury due to root impacts - See 9.02.12 (D) 
7. Injuries due to paving - See 9.02.12 (E) 

 
9.01.11 Prohibited Plant Species - See 9.01.08 
 
 
9.02.00 PROTECTED TREES 
 
9.02.01 Purpose - See 9.02.00 

A. Establish rules and regulations governing tree protection… - See 9.02.00 
(A)(2) 

B. Encourage proliferation of trees and vegetation…- See 9.02.00 (A)(1) 
C. Recognize the importance of trees and vegetation…- See 9.02.00 (A)(3) 

 
9.02.02 Protected Trees - - Becomes 9.02.01 

A. Designation of Protected Trees - See 9.02.01 (A)(1) 
B. Protected Trees require a Lake County Tree Removal Permit - See 9.02.04 

(A) all 
 
9.02.03 Removal of Trees Requiring a Permit from Lake County – A.1 to A.3 

covered by Sections 9.02.05 Replacement Requirements and 9.02.06 Location of 
Tree Replacement Sites 

A. No protected trees shall be removed without a permit or the following 
remedial actions shall be taken 

1. Restoration plan requirements… 
2. Tree replacement standards… (with a. to c. items) 
3. 30 Day time limit 

B. Tree Removal may not happen until… - See 9.02.03 (D) 
1. Subdivision construction plan - See 9.02.03 (D)(1) 
2. PUD or MUQD final development plan – Combined into No. 1 above 
3. Final Master Site Plan - See 9.02.03 (D)(2)  
4. Master Park Plan - See 9.02.03 (D)(3) 
5. Building Permit - See 9.02.03 (D)(4) 
6. Lot Grading / site alteration plan submitted as part of Master Site Plan 

- See 9.02.03 (D)(5) 
C. Preliminary Plat approval does not authorize removal of vegetation - See 

9.02.02 
D. Interim landscape plans for revegetation within 30 days (with a. to d.) - See 

9.01.04 (8) 



E. Tree Removal Permits - See Section Eighteen (a.k.a. 14.14.01) 
1. Application for Permit. 
2. Removal of Historical Tree, Specimen Trees and Heritage Trees 

- See 9.02.03 (D)(3) Historic Trees and 9.02.09 (E)(4) Specimen and 
9.02.11 (E)(2) Heritage 

F. Property must be used for bona fide Ag to clear property - See 9.02.03 (C) 
 

9.02.04 Exemptions to Tree Removal Requirements 
A. Exemptions 

1. Prohibited Trees - See 9.02.01 (B) 
2. Trees located within new road ROW or drainage ROW - See 9.02.03 

(A) 
3. Trees less than 3” caliper unless a part of Sand Pine or Xeric Oak…    

- See 9.02.01 (A)(1 & 2) 
B. Hazardous Trees (with items 1. to 3.) - See 9.02.03 (B) 
C. Agricultural Exemptions. - See 9.02.03 (C) for 1 to 3 below 

1. Trees located on land zoned “A” taxed and used for bona fide ag… 
2. Stands of pine… 
3. Recognition as Silviculture… 

 
9.02.05 Criteria for Issuance of Tree Removal Permit - See 9.02.04 

A. Issuance of a Tree Removal Permit 
1. to 7. items listed - See 9.02.04 (A)(1 to 7) 

B. Identify which trees to be removed - See 9.02.04 (B) 
C. Removal not required - See 9.02.04 (C)  
 

9.02.06 Replacement Requirements - See 9.02.05 
A. Amount of replacement - See 9.02.05 (A) 
B. Tree Sampling Method  (With items 1.  to 5.) - See 9.02.05 (E) (1 to 3)  
C. Site plan projects 

1. Replacement trees shall be planted prior to C.O. - See Section Thirteen 
a.k.a. 14.08.00 

2. Replacement trees shall be onsite or in other areas…- See 9.02.06 
3. Subdivisions (with items a.  to  d.) - See Section Thirteen a.k.a. 

14.08.00 
D. Landscape Credit - See 9.02.05 
E. Replacement maintenance - See 9.02.05 (G)  
F. Restriction on use of palm trees - See 9.02.05 (H) 
G. Replacement credit - See 9.02.05 (F) 
H. Replacement size - See 9.02.05 (I) 
I. Minimum tree requirement - See 9.02.05 (I) 
J. Alternate Tree Replacement Sites - See 9.02.06 (C) 

1. Recipient site -  See 9.02.06 
2. Tree mitigation fund – Determined in 9.02.06 that tree replacement 

sites will exist to accommodate replacement trees. 
 



9.02.07 Guarantee of Survival (With items A and B) - See 9.02.05 (E) 
 
9.02.08 Voluntary Planting - See 9.02.07 
 
9.02.09 Historic Trees - See 9.02.08 
 
9.02.10 Specimen Trees - See 9.02.09 
 
9.02.11 Heritage Trees - See 9.02.10 
 

 
 
 

 
 


