Village of Ferndale “Special Area Plan”

Introduction

The Friends of Ferndale,Inc (FOF) is a non-profit grass-roots organization formed in May
2003 and incorporated in December of 2005, which represents and articulates the desires
of the community concerning growth and development. The FOF organization conducts
regular meetings: all held with due public notice, generally with 30 to 45 residents in
attendance. The comments, questions and votes at these meetings have provided the
basics for the recommendations included herein. One of our main goals is to revitalize the
sense of pride in the community by preserving and enhancing the rural character and
charm of The Village of Ferndale.

The preparation of this assessment of the Ferndale Special Area Plan began with the
evaluation of the extent to which there is community consensus about the fundamental
elements of the community character that support and reinforce rural and historic
character. This consensus is overwhelming within the Ferndale community.

This document is designed to communicate to Lake County’s Department of Growth
Management Planning, Land Planning Agency, relevant government departments, and
other groups FOF ideas and proposed actions toward its designation as the Ferndale
Special Area Plan under the Lake County Comprehensive Plan, thereby preserving its
rural content and character. It has been drafted and submitted by the FOF with significant
input and support from several other groups and individuals.

Rural and Historic Villages are becoming a thing of the past in Lake County. Soon they
will be gone unless we act now to protect them and support and promote their efforts to
return to, and maintain the lifestyle of a true historic rural village. A true historic rural
village has a mix of residential densities, village oriented retail/commercial, and active
agricultural/farming uses all within its borders. A true historic rural village is a place
where people know, talk, and interact with other neighbors and residents. A true rural
village is a place where people care about the health and well-being and offer help and

support to neighbors and other residents. A true rural village is a way of life!



Ferndale, a Lake County rural village and CEA, is not an area absent urban development
that awaits urbanization, but is a residential and rural area where residents and property
owners that have specific needs and functions that are uniquely different than those of
their urban counterparts.

We believe that Ferndale is aptly suited for designation as a Special Area Plan in the
Lake County Comprehensive Plan, as its existing historic and rural development pattern
represents the final form of development that deserves and requires special protection
from the intrusion of urban uses, densities and intensities. Ferndale is not, and must not
be treated as an “area in transition” that has the potential for future urbanization.

It is our overall desire that Ferndale, an area unincorporated within Lake County, be duly
recognized as a Special Area Plan in Lake County’s new Comprehensive Land Use Plan,
and that it, as well as any proposed growth, be planned and regulated as such. We believe
it is necessary for Lake County to implement and enforce policies and programs to
preserve and reinforce the positive qualities of Ferndale’s rural lifestyle, while protecting
Lake County’s agricultural and rural areas surrounding the Village of Ferndale.
Additionally, the Ferndale Preserve on Lake Apopka is currently under development.
The project consists of the planning, design and construction of a scenic overlook
structure atop a 165-foot hill. The structure will provide one of the most dramatic vistas
in the State, with a nearly 360 degree vista of Lake Apopka, some of the highest hills of
the Lake Wales Ridge including Sugarloaf Mountain, the Saint Johns River Water
Management District’s North Shore Restoration Area, and several hundred acres of
lowland hammock. A paved multi-purpose trail for biking, skating, walking, jogging will
be developed along with an equestrian trail. Group picnic pavilions will be developed on
two separate areas of the site. This Preserve will be kept as a Passive use preserve.
Archeological resources within The Preserve will be protected. A nature trail system
around the wetland and restoration areas will provide education, recreation and hiking
opportunities. Lake County will construct a Canoe Launch/ Fishing Pier on the shore of
Lake Apopka. The Ferndale Preserve will not be used for sports such as baseball, soccer,

football, basketball, etc. That requires sport fields, courts, or lights.



Therefore, we request that Lake County recognize through land use policies and land
development regulations that Ferndale is an area with specific rural and historic character
that requires approaches to land use intensities and densities, rural roadway corridor
protection, the provision of services and facilities, environmental protection and land
development code enforcement that is consistent with the existing character of this
uniquely historic area.

We believe the results of our discussions and the effects of our recommendations will
preserve the functional and aesthetic character of Ferndale as one of Lake County’s most
special historic areas, and that this Special Area Plan designation must be an integral part
of the County’s Comprehensive Plan and not just done by Ordinance.



