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GOAL SAN W WEKIVA STUDY AREA 
 
It is Lake County's goal to protect ground and surface water quality within the Wekiva Study Area 
by using the necessary wastewater treatment processes to help ensure water quality within the 
Wekiwa Springs system. 
 
 
OBJECTIVE SAN W.1: CENTRAL SEWER SERVICE IN THE WEKIVA STUDY 

AREA 
 
Lake County shall require the implementation of advanced wastewater treatment and disposal 
facilities where central services exist within the Wekiva Study Area to minimize impact on 
surface and groundwater resources, consistent with state agency rules.  
 
Policy SAN W.1-1: Provision of Central Sewer Services 

 
In order to reduce nutrient loading within the Wekiva Springshed, the 
County will encourage the central sewering of areas with a high septic 
tank density. 

 
Policy SAN W.1-2: Wastewater Discharge 

 
The County shall ensure that its wastewater discharges within Wekiva 
Study Area are treated to comply with FDEP regulations for enhanced 
wastewater treatment requirements.  
 

Policy SAN W.1-3: Coordination with Wastewater Providers  
 
Lake County shall cooperate with wastewater service providers to jointly 
address ground and surface water nutrient loading issues within the 
Wekiva Study Area.  Such efforts should address water quality throughout 
the entire basin comprehensively, not only on a site specific basis, and 
should aim to leverage limited resources and take advantage of economies  
of scale. 
 
 

OBJECTIVE SAN W.2: SEPTIC SYSTEMS IN THE WEKIVA STUDY AREA 
 



The County shall encourage upgraded, modified, and new septic systems to use the latest treatment 
technologies, performance standards, and operational procedures to maximize nutrient removal and 
minimize ground and surface water contamination.  The County will evaluate various systems to 
maximize nutrient removal and to provide appropriate, cost effective solutions to retrofitting 
existing systems.  The County may adopt standards in the Land Development Code which require 
new or modified septic systems within the Wekiva Study Area, and existing systems to be designed 
to provide specific levels of nutrient removal sufficient to achieve a target discharge limit.  The 
County shall cooperate with the Florida Department of Health, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, and St. Johns River Water Management District regarding the adoption 
of rules relating to the use of onsite treatment and disposal systems within the Wekiva Study Area. 
 
Policy SAN W.2-1: Septic Tank Monitoring Program 
 

The County shall encourage the Florida Department of Health to evaluate the 
expansion of its Septic Tank Monitoring Program or the creation of a new 
program to ensure that septic systems within the Wekiva Study Area (WSA) 
meet their design discharge limits.  Ideally, septic systems in the WSA 
should provide a level of treatment so that discharges contain no more than 
10 milligrams per liter of total nitrogen.  All new systems within the WSA 
should be designed meet the standard, as well as any systems being 
modified, and replacements for failing systems. 

 
Policy SAN W.2-2: Replacement of Septic Systems Within the Wekiva Study Area 
 

The County will coordinate with the Florida Department of Health and the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to establish a program 
for a phased-in approach to replace the existing, underperforming septic 
systems within the Wekiva Study Area beginning by 2008.  The program 
should be developed after opportunity for citizen and local government 
input. 

 
Policy SAN W.2-3: Onsite Disposal Maintenance Program 

 
By 2008, the County, with the assistance of state agencies, shall 
investigate establishment of a program to provide that on-site disposal 
systems are properly maintained to ensure water quality standards within 
the Wekiva Study Area (WSA) are met. 

 
Policy SAN W.2-4: Onsite Disposal Management Entity 

 
The County will evaluate the establishment of a management entity to 
oversee the maintenance of all wastewater discharged from onsite sewage 
treatment and disposal systems in the WSA.  The management entity may 
be a part of local governments, a regional entity, or a special taxing 
district.  Maintenance of nitrogen-removing systems is critical to assure 
that design performance is met. 



 
 
 
 


