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GOAL 5.0 LAKE COUNTY RURAL PROTECTION AREAS 
Rural lands and rural lifestyles are intrinsic, inalienable parts of the character, history, culture, and quality of life within Lake 
County. The preservation of rural land, coupled with sustainable agriculture and forestry, contributes to the conservation of 
natural resources. Rural areas also offer opportunities for recreation and ecotourism that enrich the experience of both 
residents and visitors. Lake County shall recognize the preservation of three core rural areas, described herein as Rural 
Protection Areas, as a fundamental component of its growth management plan. Together with the statutorily recognized 
Wekiva River Protection Area and Green Swamp Area of Critical State Concern, it shall be the express intent of Lake 
County, through the designation of these Rural Protection Areas, to define a long-term vision for the future that maintains the 
integrity of rural land within Lake County through the 2025 planning horizon and beyond. 
 
Objective 5.1 Rural Protection Area Framework 
Lake County shall exercise extraordinary care to uphold the long-term integrity of Rural Protection Areas and shall recognize 
their primacy in future land use decisions. The following policies apply: 
 
Policy 5.1.1 Rural Protection Area Density and Land Use Compatibility  
With the exception of legal lots of record existing prior to adoption of this Comprehensive Plan, the County shall limit 
residential density within  Rural Protection Areas to one (1) dwelling unit per five (5) net buildable acre, as provided by the 
Rural Future Land Use Category. Adjacent to Rural Protection Areas, the County shall utilize either the Rural or Rural 
Transition Future Land Use category wherever possible to safeguard the long-term integrity of Rural Protection Areas and 
maintain a lasting compatible boundary between Rural Protection Areas and more dense urban land uses. Within the Rural 
Transition Future Land Use Category, lots shall be clustered to create large tracts of permanently protected common open 
space along the Rural Protection Area boundary in order to maximize land use compatibility and allow for the ongoing 
pursuit of rural activities within the Rural Protection Area. 
 
Policy 5.1.2 Transfer of Development Rights 
The County shall evaluate the efficacy of establishing sending and receiving areas appropriate for the transfer of 
development rights from inside of Rural Protection Areas to outside of Rural Protection Areas within 24 months of the effective 
date of the Comprehensive Plan. This may include methods of development right transfer from unincorporated areas to 
municipalities facilitated through Joint Planning Agreements. It shall be the intent of this policy to direct development away 
from Rural Protection Areas and toward existing urban areas.  
 
Policy 5.1.3 Rural Protection Area Principles 
Rural Protection Areas shall adhere to the following principles:  
 
• Protection of environmentally sensitive land by fee-simple acquisition or conservation easements;  
• Protection of equestrian and agrarian lifestyles and economies; 
• Promotion of passive recreation and ecotourism; 
• Protection of existing topography, wetlands, floodplains, and water bodies;  
• Protection of native vegetation, wildlife and habitat, wildlife corridors and greenways; 
• Establishment of design standards to protect rural character; and 
• Designation of scenic rural roadways and trails 
 
Objective 5.2 Wekiva-Ocala Rural Protection Area 
The County hereby recognizes the Wekiva-Ocala Rural Protection Area, encompassing lands outside of the designated 
Wekiva River Protection Area, extending north into the Ocala National Forest, and east of Umatilla and Eustis, as depicted 
on the Future Land Use Map. Within this Rural Protection Area, it shall be the intent of the county to preserve rural density, 
character, and lifestyles, and to protect the ecological integrity of public and private lands associated with the Ocala 
National Forest, Wekiva-Ocala Greenway, and St Johns River.  
 
[Insert Wekiva-Ocala RPA policies here] 
 
Objective 5.3 Emeralda Marsh Rural Protection Area 
The County hereby recognizes the Emeralda Marsh Rural Protection Area, encompassing lands south of the Marion County line 
between Lake Griffin and Lake Yale, west of Umatilla, east of Lady Lake and Fruitland Park, and north of State Road 44, as 
depicted on the Future Land Use Map. Within this Rural Protection Area, it shall be the intent of the county to preserve rural 
density, character, and lifestyles, and to protect the ecological integrity of public and private lands associated with Emeralda 
Marsh, Sawgrass Island Preserve, Lake Griffin, Lake Yale, and the Ocklawaha River.  
 
[Insert Emeralda Marsh RPA policies here] 
 
Objective 5.4 Central Lake County Rural Protection Area 
The County hereby recognizes the Central Lake County Rural Protection Area located between the Harris and Clermont Chain 
of Lakes. West of U.S. 19, this Rural Protection Area encompasses lands south of State Road 44, north of the Florida Turnpike, 



and east of U.S. 27 as depicted on the Future Land Use Map. It shall be the intent of the county within this area to preserve 
rural density, character, and lifestyle compatibility with the Yalaha community. East of U.S. 19, this Rural Protection Area 
encompassing lands north and west of Lake Apopka, including the North Shore Restoration Area and the Ferndale Community 
as depicted on the Future Land Use Map. It shall be the intent of the county within this area to preserve rural density, 
character, and lifestyles, to protect the ecological integrity of public and private lands associated with the Lake Apopka 
Basin and North Shore Restoration Area, and to provide for hydrologic and ecologic connectivity to the Harris Chain of Lakes. 
 
[Insert Central Lake County Marsh RPA policies here] 
 
 
 
 
 


