
 
MINUTES 

LAKE COUNTY 
LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY 

 
April 11, 2006 

 
The Lake County Local Planning Agency met on TUESDAY, April 11, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 
at Umatilla Community Center, Umatilla, Florida. The Lake County Local Planning 
Agency considers comprehensive planning issues including amendments to Lake 
County’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Members Present: 

David Jordan      District 1 
 Michael F. Carey     District 3 
 Nadine Foley, Vice-Chairman   District 5 
 Sean Parks      At-Large Representative 
 Keith Schue, Secretary    At-Large Representative 
 Barbara Newman, Chairman    At-Large Representative 
 Becky Elswick     School Board Representative 
 
Members Absent: 
 Ann Dupee      District 2 
 Richard Dunkel     District 4 
   
Staff Present: 
 Gregg Welstead, Deputy County Manager; Interim Director, Growth Management  

 Department 
 Sanford A. Minkoff, County Attorney 

Amye King, AICP, Deputy Director, Growth Management Department 
Francis Franco, Senior GIS Analyst, Comprehensive Planning Division 
Thomas Wheeler, Planner, Comprehensive Planning Division 
Donna Bohrer, Office Associate III, Planning & Development Services Division 

 
Barbara Newman, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and noted that a 
quorum was present.  She confirmed that Proof of Publication was on file in the 
Comprehensive Planning Division and that the meeting had been noticed pursuant to the 
Sunshine Statute. 
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Amye King, AICP, Deputy Director Growth Management, welcomed the public and the  
LPA members introduced themselves. 
 
There was a 15-minute break to allow the public to look at the maps and to ask questions 
of staff. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 4:20 p.m. 
 
Ms. King discussed the results of a recent study of community values in Central Florida.  
 
A PowerPoint presentation was shown that explained the Comprehensive Planning 
process and the results of the most recent Public Participation Tour III meeting. 
 
It was noted that the Historic Villages were not shown on the maps because those 
boundaries have not yet been set. 
 
Sean Parks said he was interested to know how residents in this area view rural lifestyles 
and how they would like to have their rural lifestyles protected.  He said the new Future 
Lane Use Designations would include an urban and a rural land use series.   
 
Keith Schue commented that some landowner’s requests were not yet drawn on the maps 
and thought some of the requests were not made by landowners.  He asked which 
communities would be likely to seek the Historic Village designation. 
 
Ms. King thought the areas most likely to request Historic Village designation are Yalaha 
East Apshawa, Astor, Astor Park and Ferndale.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Steve Burley said he was concerned about urban sprawl.  He noted that preservation of 
the environment and conservation efforts have an economic benefit.  Mr. Burley said the 
Lenholt Ranch Property was critical to the preservation of the wildlife corridor.  He also   
referred to information from myregion.com.  
 
Ms. King said that the landowners map was simply requests staff had received from 
landowners, the map is not adopted nor was it negotiated.  She said staff is reviewing the 
population allocation for the Future Land Use Map (FLUM). 
 
Mr. Schue thought that assumptions had been made on the Lenholt property. 
 
Edward Wynn said he would like to see as much of Florida as protected as is possible.  
He pointed out that the land along the St. Johns River is home to many animals that have 
been here for a very long time.  He thought that protection of wildlife corridors is 
essential.  He said that the St. Johns River is crowded with boat traffic now and that is 
before any new developments are built.  
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Chris Bellflower referred to the Lenholt Farms property and emphasized it’s importance 
to protect the wildlife corridor.  He said that area is home to manatees, bears, scrub jays, 
bald eagles, Sherman Fox squirrels and many Sand Hill cranes.  He pointed out that the 
Lenholt Farm property has been identified by the State as a high priority for public 
acquisition.  Mr. Belflower said developing a property of that size would be inappropriate 
to that rural area.  He said the damage created by that development would be irreversible 
to the environment.  He submitted a letter to the LPA written by Bill Belville, author of 
several books on the St. Johns River. 
 
Peggy Belflower said during her extensive research on the Lenholt Farms property, she 
discovered that the “Landowner’s Request” for Future Land Use had been submitted by 
Newland Properties.  She said that Newland Properties is not listed as the property owner 
and that they are speculators not landowners.  The land use change they are requesting 
would allow a city to be built on the Lenholt property. 
 
Tom Henderson said he bought his property because it was zoned rural and he wanted to 
live in small town.  His property is surrounded by Lenholt Farms.  He didn’t think 
another city was needed and he pointed out that there were no schools in that area.    
 
KathyAllison said she was a paralegal with Akerman, Senterfitt and said Newland 
Properties has a purchase contract pending on Lenholt Farms.  Newland Properties is 
asking for a Rural Village designation and she submitted what she said was a more 
accurate map of Lenholt Farms. 
 
Robert Curry discussed the importance of wildlife corridors and said wildlife naturally   
moves alongside the St. Johns and the Wekiva rivers.  He asked that the land use in that 
area not be changed.  He pointed out that there has been considerable effort and expense 
put forth to protect this wildlife corridor.  He thought the LPA should say no. 
 
Elliott Seabrook said he was a former zoning board chairman in Lake County and he said   
zoning is an implied power of the constitution.  He said voters should make sure that 
these properties are purchased by the State and preserved. 
 
Sandra Green said she had served on the school board in the early 90’s and she was 
concerned about children.  She was concerned about schools in northeast Lake County 
and that they might become the disasters such as those in South Florida and Clermont. 
She pointed out that the new high school and elementary school in Umatilla are already 
over-capacity and said the middle school wasn’t scheduled to be addressed by the school 
board until 2010. 
 
Richard Beson commended the LPA on their openness and receptivity to public 
comment.  He was concerned with aquifer recharge issues and polluted stormwater.    He 
said that housing creates more heat affect.  He asked how many residents would it take to 
overrule one developer. 
 
Leland Strickland said his family had lived in Umatilla for three generations and that the 
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freezes took everything he had except the land.  He asked how the LPA intends to 
address Burt Harris issues and possible down zonings. 
 
Mr. Schue said he didn’t think there will be down zonings.  Mr. Parks pointed out that the 
LPA is only dealing with the Future Land Use and they don’t want to adversely affect 
property rights.  Mr. Carey said every circumstance needs to be examined carefully.  He 
added that he saw a distinction between land speculators and properties that have been 
family owned for generations.  Ms. Foley said the current FLUM over allocates density in 
the County.  She said some areas with the Future Land Use of Suburban might have that 
“expectation of urbanization” removed.  She was in favor of locating densities in 
proximity to the cities.  Ms. King pointed out that everyone is in favor of property right.  
She said staff is utilizing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and working very hard 
to avoid any Burt Harris issues. 
 
Margaret Odum said she was born in Umatilla and she supported the municipal plans of 
the city.  She thought it was a “fine line” between having services and living in rural 
areas.  Development may bring services to this area. 
 
Barbara Howell said she works for the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  
She said she loves living in the country and doesn’t mind that some services are located 
at a distance.  She is very concerned that the Wekiva be preserved and protected.  She 
thought that water and recharge issues were of the utmost importance.  She understood 
the concern about schools but asked what would be done if there was no water.  She was 
in favor of planned rural areas because once land is developed there is no going back. 
 
Ms. Foley said the County is currently being “greenprinted”, which will guide the Public 
Lands Acquisition and Advisory Council (PLAAC) in making the best conservation land 
purchases.   
 
Michael Woodward said he was an attorney representing the Belflower property interests.    
He presented information including the history of land acquisition in Florida.  He said the   
Lenholt property is identified by the State as an essential acquisition for the Wekiva 
Ocala Greenway project.  He said that if the density and intensity were to be increased on 
the Lenholt property it would make it very unlikely that the property would ever be 
acquired by the public. 
 
Kathy Jones said children should have access to natural areas and resources.  She didn’t   
think that higher densities should be located in this rural area. 
  
 
Mr. Schue said developing the Lenholt Farms property could inflict the greatest harm to 
the Wekiva and Ocala Corridor of any property.  He emphasized that it was absolutely 
essential for the State to acquire that property.  He pointed out that if this area is poorly 
planned that “we will ruin” the Wekiva system.  He thought significant clustering would 
be essential. 
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Mr. Carey said he would reserve his comments until the proposal comes before the LPA.  
Ms. King said that staff has not received an application for the Lenholt property. 
 
Ms. King read her summary of the public comments. 
  
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:09   p.m. 

 
 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________  
Donna R. Bohrer     Keith Schue 
Office Associate III     Secretary 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  


