
MINUTES 

LAKE COUNTY 

LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY 

        DECEMBER 1, 2008 

 

The Lake County Local Planning Agency met on DECEMBER 1, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. in 

the Commission Chambers on the second floor of the Round Administration Building in 

Tavares, Florida. The Lake County Local Planning Agency considers comprehensive 

planning issues including amendments to Lake County’s Comprehensive Plan and the 

Land Development Regulations. 

 

Members Present: 

 Michael F. Carey     District 3 

 Peggy Belflower, Vice-Chairman   District 4 

 Nadine Foley, Chairman    District 5 

 Keith Schue, Secretary    At-Large Representative 

 Vicki Zaneis      At-Large Representative 

 Terry Godts      At-Large Representative 

 

Members Absent: 

 Cindy Barrow      School Board Representative 

Charles Rector      District 1 

 Rob Kelly      District 2 

   

Staff Present: 

Melanie Marsh, Deputy County Attorney 

Brian T. Sheahan, AICP, Planning & Community Design Director 

Ian McDonald, AICP, Chief Planner, Planning & Community Design 

Donna Bohrer, Public Hearing Coordinator, Planning & Community Design 

 

Nadine Foley, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and noted that a 

quorum was present.  She confirmed that Proof of Publication was on file in the Planning 

and Community Design Division and that the meeting had been noticed pursuant to the 

Sunshine Statute.   
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Brian T. Sheahan, AICP, Planning & Community Design Director, updated the LPA 

regarding the status of the water supply plan and said staff hopes to incorporate the water 

supply plan into the 2030 Plan.  He added that the water supply plan could be transmitted 

after the 2030 Plan.  

 

Sorrento Commons LLC comments on FLUE Policies  

Greg Beliveau, Land Planning Group (LPG) said he was representing the proposed 

Sorrento Commons project.  He discussed potential store sizes, including how they would 

appear and the size necessary for an anchor store to be economically feasible.  He said 

they were requesting a policy change to allow for a larger anchor store.  He said an 

Impervious Surface Ratio (ISR) of .6 was incompatible with the parking requirements.  

Mr. Beliveau said prohibiting parking in front of commercial buildings would have a 

negative economic impact and said he didn’t understand how parking would be possible 

along SR 46.  

 

The LPA discussed the “small town image” that the residents wanted in their community.  

Mr. Beliveau said the market square would function as a town center and would help to 

create a sense of place. He thought because the town center would be a higher intensity 

use that the ISR should be higher. 

 

Lou Fabrizio discussed some of the planning studies done in the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento 

area and the population size of the projected service area for the town center.  He noted 

that the residents have debated the appropriate size of the anchor store for the town 

center.  Chairman Foley said she thought residents of the surrounding municipalities 

would have to be included in the service area in order to reach the market-ability figures 

for the larger anchor store.  She thought the policies developed by the Mt. Plymouth-

Sorrento Planning Advisory Committee (MPSPAC) should be respected. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Priscilla Bernardo said she was a member of the MPSPAC and said she would not 

support changes to the committee’s draft policies.  She discussed input from residents at 

several workshops and community meetings.   

 

Leslie Garvis said she was a member of MPSPAC but was speaking as a resident and 

discussed how important it was to the community that SR 46 remains a two (2) lane road.   

 

Heather Brush said many residents do not want to have a grocery store in their 

community.  She said they believed their community was sustainable and they did not 

want to attract people from their outside area.  

 

Anita Gideon said she was a Sorrento resident and she was concerned that lack of market 

support could create another empty shopping center.  She agreed with those residents that 

did not want their community to be attracting people from outside their area and said she 

didn’t want the community to lose what they have. 
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George Gideon said he was a Sorrento resident and he believed a 30,000 square foot 

anchor store was too large.  He noted that these plans did not originate from the residents 

and said the residents have already spoken. 

 

Bob Curry said he believed the LPA should respect the community’s desire.  He said he 

would oppose a large anchor store. 

 

Judith Weis said she was a member of the MPSPAC and she did not believe the Sorrento 

Commons project was suitable for this community.  She said the residents want the area 

to remain rural. 

 

Mr. Beliveau said he believed this level of specificity should be included in the Land 

Development Regulations (LDRs) in order to have more flexibility.  He said that there 

was support for the Sorrento Commons project in the community. 

 

There was no motion offered to make changes to the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento policies.   

 

The meeting reconvened at 10:35 a.m. after a short break.  

 

Ian McDonald, AICP, Chief Planner, Planning & Community Design reviewed the 

revised memorandum which addressed Greenhouse Gas policies, including efficient land 

use, less dependency on automobile transportation, the promotion of rail, bikeways and 

trails and the most efficient location of utilities.  He noted that recommendations from the 

last meeting have been incorporated within the new Future Land Use Element (FLUE). 

 

The LPA agreed that these policies should follow Policy 7.3, to add “motor vehicle” to 

the policy regarding dis-incentivizing travel, and to edit Policy 7-14.3 and 7.14.4 to 

reference County facilities. 

 

MOTION by Michael Carey, SECONDED by Vicki Zaneis to incorporate the 

Greenhouse Gas Policies as edited and shown on the monitor into the new Future 

Land Use Element. 

FOR:  Foley, Schue, Carey, Belflower, Godts, Zaneis,  

ABSENT:             Barrow, Rector, Kelly 

AGAINST:             None 

MOTION PASSED: 6-0 

 

MOTION by Keith Schue, SECONDED by Michael Carey to accept the revised 

Policy 1.1.2 and to incorporate the text as 7.12.1. 

FOR:  Foley, Schue, Carey, Belflower, Godts, Zaneis,  

ABSENT:             Barrow, Rector, Kelly 

AGAINST:             None 

MOTION PASSED: 6-0 

 

The LPA reviewed Goal 3.0 Wekiva Area and agreed by consensus with the changes and 

edits shown on the monitor.  The LPA discussed floodplains including differentiating 
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between floodplains in urban and rural areas or ensuring all areas of the County have the 

same level of floodplain protection.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bob Curry said Stormwater Sub-element policies do include language addressing the 

concerns under discussion and noted that the LDRs would have the detailed regulations. 

 

The meeting reconvened after a break for lunch at 1:12 p.m.  Ms. Belflower returned at 

1:18 p.m. 

 

After considerable discussion regarding Policy 3.3.10 Protection of Floodplains, Swamps 

and Marshes there was agreement to add “flood prone areas shall be protected to the 

greatest extent possible” to the first item.  

 

MOTION by Keith Schue, SECONDED by Michael Carey to incorporate text from 

the Wekiva Ordinance as edited into the new Future Land Use Element. 

FOR:  Foley, Schue, Carey, Belflower, Godts, Zaneis,  

ABSENT:             Barrow, Rector, Kelly 

AGAINST:             None 

MOTION PASSED: 6-0 

 

The meeting reconvened at 3:15 p.m. after a short break.   

 

MOTION by Michael Carey, SECONDED by Keith Schue to approve the 

November 1, 2007 minutes.    

FOR:  Foley, Schue, Carey, Belflower, Godts, Zaneis,  

ABSENT:             Barrow, Rector, Kelly 

AGAINST:             None 

MOTION PASSED: 6-0 

 

MOTION by Keith Schue, SECONDED by Peggy Belflower to delete Objective 6.5 

Overlay Districts because those policies are duplicated in Goal 5 Lake County Rural 

Protection Areas. 

 

The LPA discussed similarities between Policy 7.2.3 Conservation Subdivision Design 

and the Development Design Standards policy included in the Rural Protection Area 

policies.   

 

FOR:  Foley, Schue, Carey, Belflower, Godts, Zaneis,  

ABSENT:             Barrow, Rector, Kelly 

AGAINST:             None 

MOTION PASSED: 6-0 

 

The LPA reviewed and compared Policies 5.1.4 Development Design Standards and 

7.2.3 Conservation Subdivision Design to ensure compatibility.  The LPA agreed to the 

edits shown on the monitor to make these policies consistent.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bob Curry noted that one of the bullet items under Policy 7.2.3 referring to the 

“enhancement of rural character” and he questioned how LDRs could be written to 

address this non-defined term. 

 

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m. continued to December 11, 2008.   

 

 

_______________________________  ____________________________  

Donna R. Bohrer     Keith Schue 

Public Hearing Coordinator    Secretary 


