
 
MINUTES 

LAKE COUNTY 
MT. PLYMOUTH-SORRENTO 

PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MARCH 12, 2008 
 
The Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento Planning Advisory Committee met on 
Wednesday, MARCH 12, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. at the Sorrento Christian 
Center, 32441 CR 437N, Sorrento, Florida. The Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento 
Planning Advisory Committee is an advisory committee for continued 
planning efforts within the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento area as defined in 
Ordinance 2008- ___. 
 
Members Present: 
 G. Curtis Duffield, Chairman 
 Priscilla Bernardo-Drugge, Vice-Chairman 
 Jeanne Etter, Secretary      

Judy Weis    
Leslie E. Garvis 

 
Members Absent: 
 Dr. Ronald Holman 
 Scott Taylor      
 
Staff Present: 
 Brian T. Sheahan, AICP, Planning & Community Design Director 

Melanie Marsh, Deputy County Attorney 
Karen Ginsberg, Senior Planner, Planning & Community Design 

 Rick Hartenstein, Senior Planner, Planning & Community Design 
Donna Bohrer, Public Hearing Coordinator, Planning & 
Community Design 

 
Guests: 

Commissioner Linda Stewart, Lake County Board of County 
Commissioners 

 Keith Schue, Local Planning Agency member 
 Peggy Belflower, Local Planning Agency member  
  
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m., with a Quorum present, 
there was Proof of Publication confirming the meeting had been properly 
noticed pursuant to the Sunshine Statute. 
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Brian T. Sheahan, AICP, Planning & Community Design Director, 
welcomed the committee members and noted that the ordinance for the 
MPSPAC had been revised.  He said their duties include development of 
design guideline standards and land development regulations (LDRs) for 
this community.  He said the 2025 Plan had not yet been adopted and 
asked if the committee wanted to review the draft MPSPAC policies. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
MOTION by Jeanne Etter, SECONDED by Judy Weis to elect G. 
Curtis Duffield Chairman. 
FOR: Etter, Weis, Duffield, Bernardo-Drugge, Garvis 
ABSENT:  Holman, Taylor 
AGAINST:  None 
MOTION PASSED: 5-0 
 
MOTION by Judy Weis, SECONDED by unidentified member to 
elect Priscilla Bernardo Druggie Vice-Chairman. 
FOR: Etter, Weis, Duffield, Bernardo-Drugge, Garvis 
ABSENT:  Holman, Taylor 
AGAINST:  None 
MOTION PASSED: 5-0 
 
MOTION by Judy Weis, SECONDED by unidentified member to 
elect Jeanne Etter Secretary. 
FOR: Etter, Weis, Duffield, Bernardo-Drugge, Garvis 
ABSENT:  Holman, Taylor 
AGAINST:  None 
MOTION PASSED: 5-0 
 
Melanie Marsh, Deputy County Attorney, briefed the committee on the 
Sunshine Law and said members should not communicate with each other 
regarding any issues that may come before this committee.  She said the 
county attorney’s office is always available to answer any questions.  She 
said that Roberts Rules of Order is the generally accepted authority for 
rules to run meetings.   
 
Commissioner Linda Stewart said the responsibilities of the committee are 
to implement the relevant portions of the Small Area Framework Study 
Report; to work with the LPA; assist staff in drafting Land Development 
Regulations (LDRs) for the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento Planning Area and to 
make recommendations to the BCC regarding implementation of the 
Wekiva Parkway and Protection Act.  Karen Ginsberg, Senior Planner, 
said she would be working with the committee to develop general design 
guidelines for this area.   
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Ms. Drugge thought a full build out analysis on the proposed Market Place 
Corridor policies was very important.  Mr. Sheahan said the overall 
analysis of all the policies would have to be taken into consideration in 
order to calculate the costs.  He said if the concern was about widening of 
SR 46, a petition to the State Department of Transportation should be filed 
to restrict the level of service for that road.  He said policy could be 
written in support of not widening SR 46 and said the BCC could also 
state their support.   Ms. Marsh said because this is an advisory committee, 
she suggested they request that recommendation from the Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) to the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT).  Commissioner Stewart said she would make that request. 
 
Mr. Sheahan said a small area build out analysis of impacts would 
probably require outside consultants and suggested the policies should 
come first.  There was a general consensus to consider transportation 
issues the first priority.  Ms. Drugge said she would like the second 
priority to be economic incentives to support and attract small businesses 
located in this community.  Mr. Sheahan said the committee could start to 
draft LDRs based on their policies and asked how they would like to start.  
There was consensus that transportation be the first priority.   
 
After brief discussion the committee decided to meet monthly on the 
second Wednesday and to host quarterly community meetings.  The next 
community meeting is to be scheduled for June 24, 2008, with the same 
general format.  There was agreement to solicit public opinion on design 
guidelines at the community meeting, discuss them at the following 
monthly meeting and to present that information at the June quarterly 
meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Keith Schue said LDRs could be written for this area as long as there is no 
contradiction with the current Comprehensive Plan.  He agreed that a 
build-out analysis was very important. 
 
Cathy Beselica asked several questions about the committee  including if 
the public could suggest agenda items and how information could be 
found by people unable to attend the meetings.  She thought taking public 
comment before the committee votes was a good idea.   
 
Chairman Duffield said he agreed that taking public comment before votes 
was a good idea, as was having a LPA member present at their meetings.  
Mr. Sheahan said LPA members can offer their personal opinions, 
however they do not represent the LPA.  He said any member of the 
community can communicate their questions to staff.  Chairman Duffield 
suggested adding text to the website addressing these concerns.   
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Sue Brooks said she thought the Sunshine Law interferes with 
communication and asked if the committee could be excluded.  Ms. Marsh 
said the committee was required to follow the statute.   
 
The committee had no objection to taking public comment before 
committee votes.  Ms. Brooks also suggested using comment cards so 
individuals could make comments even if time did not allow them to 
speak.  There was no objection to using comment cards. 
 
Ms. Brooks asked what the term “relevant portions” meant regarding the 
Framework Study.  Chairman Duffield said it referred to their proposed 
policies for the 2025 Plan.  Ms. Brooks asked if staff could draft LDRs for 
the committee’s review.  Mr. Sheahan said LDRs that did not conflict with 
the adopted Comprehensive Plan could be done at this time and others 
could be drafted and then adopted when the new Plan was in effect.  
Chairman Duffield said the Committee would be looking to staff for 
direction and guidance.  Mr. Sheahan said staff could begin with review of 
half of the Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento policies, compare them to the LDRs 
and determine which policies are currently addressed in the Plan and 
which are not.  Chairman Duffield thought that was a good suggestion and 
said the agenda would be set with staff one week prior to meeting dates.   
 
Pam Janelle, East Lake County Chamber of Commerce, said they were 
continuing to advertise these meetings.  She suggested comment cards be 
placed in the library.   
 
Ms. Marsh said committee members should forward any e-mails 
pertaining to the committee to County staff to be part of the public record.  
In addition, she suggested members set up a separate e-mail address for 
committee business. 
 
MOTION by Jean Etter, SECONDED by Judy Weis to adjourn. 
FOR: Etter, Weis, Duffield, Bernardo-Drugge, Garvis 
ABSENT:  Holman, Taylor 
AGAINST:  None 
MOTION PASSED: 5-0 
 

 
            ______________________    __________________ 

Donna R. Bohrer     Jeanne Etter 
Public Hearing Coordinator    Secretary 
 
  
 
 

 


