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Photographs were obtained from the 
Florida Memory Project, 

State Library and Archives of Florida

An early road between Eustis and Mt. DoraAn early road between Eustis and Mt. Dora
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The Early Years (1908-1948)

The first traffic signal at 
Montrose St. and 7th St. 

in Clermont - 1908

County Population  9,509 County Population  9,509 -- 36,34036,340
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Pine needles were collected to 
“pave” rural roads.

A pine straw road
in Tavares - 1912

The Early Years (1908-1948) County Population  9,509 County Population  9,509 -- 36,34036,340



The Roads Of Lake CountyThe Roads Of Lake County

By 1917 paved roads were 
in use – This one near Eustis

The Early Years (1908-1948) County Population  9,509 County Population  9,509 -- 36,34036,340

A new sand asphalt road near Mount Dora, 
laid in the spring of 1916 

- Note the horse shoe impressions!
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Paved Streets in Leesburg 
- 1947

County Population 36,340 County Population 36,340 –– 69,30569,305

While many city streetsWhile many city streets
were paved, most localwere paved, most local

roads were clay roads were clay ––

Property taxes paid for all road Property taxes paid for all road 
related expensesrelated expenses

Various Road StandardsVarious Road Standards
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Post War Florida (1948 – 1968)

Change was on the horizon, Change was on the horizon, 
as the last portion of US 27as the last portion of US 27

was 4was 4--laned in 1971laned in 1971

1956

1967

Citrus was king!Citrus was king!

County Population 36,340 County Population 36,340 –– 69,30569,305
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14th Street and
North Boulevard, 
Leesburg - 1961

Post War Florida (1948 – 1968) County Population 36,340 County Population 36,340 –– 69,30569,305
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There was no road program between 1973 and 1976 
to fund construction of the new round building

County Population 69,305County Population 69,305--152,104152,104
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1968-1988 County Population 69,305County Population 69,305--152,104152,104

After the freezes of 1983, 1985 and 1989 
only 15,000 acres of citrus remained

•• SubdivisonSubdivison regulations regulations –– 19761976

•• Between 1973 and 1979 Between 1973 and 1979 
there were five Public Works Directorsthere were five Public Works Directors

•• Between 1978 and 1983 the State Between 1978 and 1983 the State 
transferred 293 miles of roads to the Countytransferred 293 miles of roads to the County

•• 360 miles of clay roads360 miles of clay roads

•• The road impact fee in 1985 wasThe road impact fee in 1985 was
$298.20 for a home, regardless of size$298.20 for a home, regardless of size

•• General Fund supplement of $600,000 General Fund supplement of $600,000 
dropped in 1984 dropped in 1984 

•• 6 cents gas tax in 1984 6 cents gas tax in 1984 -- 19861986

•• Buying power was goodBuying power was good

•• Minimum road standards existedMinimum road standards existed



1988-2008 County Population 152,104 County Population 152,104 –– 276,783276,783

•• 160 miles of clay roads160 miles of clay roads

•• No new revenue from 1986 to 2003 No new revenue from 1986 to 2003 
(17 years) except impact fees(17 years) except impact fees

•• Comp plan adopted in 1991Comp plan adopted in 1991

•• Impact fees increased Impact fees increased 

•• Dedicated sales tax to roads in 2003 Dedicated sales tax to roads in 2003 
(1/6 of total collected)(1/6 of total collected)
$2,864,000$2,864,000

•• General Fund reinstated in 2005: General Fund reinstated in 2005: 
$360,000$360,000

•• The road impact fee in 2008 is $1,642 The road impact fee in 2008 is $1,642 
for a less than 1,500 square foot homefor a less than 1,500 square foot home
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Hammock Ridge Road



End of Part One



Commissioner Districts &
Road Maintenance Districts
Commissioner Districts &

Road Maintenance Districts



Commissioner Districts &
City Limits

Commissioner Districts &
City Limits



Road Impact Fee
Benefit Districts
Road Impact Fee
Benefit Districts



Let’s Talk Money.



Transportation Trust FundTransportation Trust Fund
Personnel, Operations, Capital

COUNTY GAS TAX
1¢ on motor fuel and special fuel (diesel),
enacted by the Florida Legislature in 1941

Ninth-Cent Gas Tax
1¢ on motor fuel and special fuel (diesel) sold 

within the County’s jurisdiction,
enacted by the Florida Legislature in 1972

CONSTITUTIONAL GAS TAX
2¢ on gasoline and other petroleum products, 

enacted by the Florida Legislature in 1943

7



First and second cent levied by Ordinance 1984-5
By the BCC, expiring August 31, 2014

Third and fourth cent levied by Ordinance 1985-15
By the BCC, expiring August 31, 2015

Fifth and sixth cent levied by Ordinance 1986-4
By the BCC, expiring August 31, 2016

LOCAL OPTION FUEL TAX
1¢ to 6 ¢ tax on motor fuel and special fuel (diesel) sold at retail within the 

County’s jurisdiction

Transportation Trust FundTransportation Trust Fund
Personnel, Operations, Capital (continued)



Pursuant to legislation passed during 1997, 
expenditures for the construction of new roads, 

or the reconstruction or resurfacing of existing paved roads
shall be deemed to increase capacity and such projects 
shall be included in the capital improvements element 

of an adopted comprehensive plan.

LOCAL OPTION FUEL TAX
- Capital Only, Must be in the Comp Plan -

1¢ to 5 ¢ tax on motor fuel (gasoline, gasohol, but not diesel) sold at retail 
within the County’s jurisdiction, authorized during the 1993 legislative session.

Transportation Trust FundTransportation Trust Fund
Capital (continued)

This local option fuel tax is not levied at this time.
However, it may be adopted by the BCC by July 1st to 

become effective January 1st the following year.



MSTU Stormwater, Parks, RoadsMSTU Stormwater, Parks, Roads
Personnel, Operations, Capital

2001 .2 mill

2002 .3 mill

2003 .4 mill

2004 .5 mill

2005 .5 mill

2006 .5 mill

2007 .6 mill

2000 .1 mill

Additional .1 mill added for Road maintenance and parks

Funding Source:  
From unincorporated 

Lake County

2008 .4984 mill Due to legislative changes, millage was reduced.  
The goal was to increase up to 1 mill and adjust shares 11



Renewal Infastructure Sales Tax FundRenewal Infastructure Sales Tax Fund
Capital Only

1¢ collected on all 
transactions up to $5000

Effective January 2003 through 
December 2017

LAKE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS 
TRANSPORTATION SHARE

1/3 TO 
ALL

MUNICIPALITIES

1/3 TO 
LAKE COUNTY

SCHOOL 
BOARD

1/3 TO 
LAKE COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

12-13



Per County Ordinance 1985-01 
fees imposed on new structures 
ensure that new developments 

pay a proportionate share of the cost 
of capital expenditures necessary to 
provide roads in Lake County, rather 
than placing such costs on existing 

residents and taxpayers

Road Impact FundRoad Impact Fund
Capital Only (Capacity Increase)

NEW
DEVELOPMENT

NEW
DEVELOPMENT

14-17
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Where The Best Comes Into View


	Transportation Trust Fund

