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HOW TO OBTAIN A  
PERMIT FOR DECKS &  
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

B20-0308

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. What is needed to apply for a permit?

A.  When obtaining a permit from the Building Services 
Division the following items are needed:

Permit application•  must include detailed directions 
to the job site and value of the job. A copy of the 
contract can be submitted in place of the job value 
on the application.

A current tax receipt or property record card•  
must contain the full legal description and current 
owner’s name. A recorded deed may be required to 
show current ownership.

Construction plans•  (one set) 

Notice of commencement•  is required If the value of 
the job is more than $2,500.

Plot plan•  drawn to scale to show lot dimensions,  
location of all structures, water bodies, distances to 
property lines and wetlands.

Zoning clearance•  obtained from the Zoning 
Division. If the project is located in the boundaries 
of a municipality that Lake County issues permits for, 
one will need to be obtained from the municipality.

Q.  When is a notice of commencement needed?

A. It is required to file a notice of commencement if the 
job value is more than $2,500 or, more than $7,500 
for mechanical work (if repair or replacement). 

Q.  Where is a notice of commencement available?

A.  File for a notice of commencement at the Public  
Records Center or at the Building Services Divi-
sion when applying for a permit. The notice of  
commencement must be signed by the owner of 
the property and notarized. The Building Services  
Division can notarize a notice of commencement for 
a fee of $1. The notice of commencement form is  
available at the Building Services Division for a fee of $1.  
To notarize a notice of commencement, an applicant 
needs to have a valid driver’s license, passport or 
state-issued identification card.

Q.  Does the County issue permits for municipalities?

A.  Lake County does issue permits for the Town of 
Montverde. The Zoning clearance must be obtained 
from the Town of Montverde prior to applying for  
a permit.

The following offices are important during the process of 
obtaining a permit.

BUILDING SERVICES DIVISION
315 W. Main St., fifth floor 

Tavares, FL 32778 
(352) 343-9653 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
315 W. Main St., first floor

Tavares, FL 32778
(352) 253-6130

Hours: Mon-Thurs. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(closed at 12 p.m. on the second Wednesday and 

fourth Friday of each month)

ZONING DIVISION
315 W. Main St., fifth floor

Tavares, FL 32778
(352) 343-9641

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE 
317 W. Main St., third floor

Tavares, FL 32778
(352) 343-9748

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

LAKE COUNTY CLERK OF COURTS
PUBLIC RECORDS CENTER

122 E. Main St.
Tavares, FL 32778
(352) 253-2600

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(stops recording at 4:30 p.m.)



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. What is needed to build a deck?

A.  The followings is needed to building a deck:

Zoning approval and a building permit are required • 
for all decks.

Site plans are required. Show all existing structures • 
and the proposed new work on the plans. Plans 
must have all measurements clearly labeled.

Construction plans must be provided, including an • 
overhead view and all side views of the new and 
existing work labeled with readable dimensions  
and spacing.

All decks must have a foundation plan, showing the • 
support and tie down of the new structure. No 
structure may attach to a new or existing mobile 
home. The deck must be self-supporting.

Plans for decks more than 30 inches or more • 
above grade must be signed and sealed by a Florida 
registered engineer or architect. Decks less than 30 
inches above grade will be exempt from the sealed 
engineer’s requirement, but must still be of sound 
building practices.

All deck walking surfaces more than 30 inches above • 
grade, are required to have railing and steps meeting 
Section R312. A detail section with riser and tread 
dimensions is required. The guardrail and handrail 
detail must list heights, vertical member spacing and 
connectors used.

All decks are required to be designed for a 40-pound • 
live load per R301.5

All decks are required to meet the criteria of R320.1 • 
FBC for termite inspection methods.

Framing layouts will show sizes, lengths and material • 
type of all beams, girders, headers, floor joist, decking 
and all construction materials used.

The information describing the nail, bolt, screw or • 
manufactured connectors used in all connection 
points must list size, type and number required.

NOTE: Inspectors are required to check post-hole 
depth and any sub-framing that will not be visible when 
decking is installed. A final inspection is required.

Q.  What is required for all irrigation systems?

A.  The use of double check valves, which had been  
allowed under the “old” building code are no 
longer allowed. The current Florida Building Code  
Residential–Plumbing, does not allow any lawn 
irrigation system to use a double check valve as 
the required backflow preventer. Code R2902.4.3 
“Connection to lawn irrigation systems” states the 
potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall 
be protected against backflow by an atmospheric-
type vacuum breaker or a reduced pressure principle 
backflow preventer.

Q.  What is required for residential irrigation systems?

A.  A building permit is required, but zoning approval 
is not required (unless located in the city 
jurisdiction of a city that Lake County issues 
permits for). Plans are not required. The inspector 
will check the locations of water supply, rain  
shut-off device and the required backflow prevention 
device(s). The layout of actual zones and sprinkler 
head locations is not required, but is encouraged to 
be used as a reference only by the building inspector. 
Only a final inspection is required.

Q.  What is required for commercial irrigation systems?

A. A building permit is required, but zoning approval is 
not required (unless located in the city jurisdiction of a 
city that Lake County issues permits for).  Commercial 
irrigation systems will no longer be required to be 
signed and sealed by a Florida registered professional 
engineer or landscape architect. Commercial systems 
can be prepared by properly licensed qualified 
contractors or by Florida registered engineers  
or architects.

SPAN TABLES FOR FLOOR JOINTS & GIRDERS  
Southern Pine Lumber -  40 lb. Live Load, 10 lb. Dead Load, L/360 Deflection

Grade 2x6 2x8 2x10 2x12

Space 12” 
o.c.

16” 
o.c.

24” 
o.c.

12” 
o.c.

16” 
o.c.

24” 
o.c.

12” 
o.c.

16” 
o.c.

24” 
o.c.

12” 
o.c.

16” 
o.c.

24” 
o.c.

SS 11-2 10-2 8-10 14-8 13-4 11-8 18-9 17-0 14-11 22-10 20-9 18-1

#1 10-11 9-11 8-8 14-5 13-1 11-5 18-5 16-9 14-7 22-5 20-4 17-5

#2 10-9 9-9 8-6 14-2 12-10 11-0 18-0 16-1 13-2 21-6 18-10 15-4

#3 9-4 8-1 6-7 11-11 10-3 8-5 14-0 12-2 9-11 16-8 14-5 11-10


