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 The use of electronic plan review and the scanning of   
construction documents have allowed us to expand the amount 
of commercial plan review that may be done in the Clermont   
office. Commercial projects may be submitted at either office 
with the understanding that ALL fire plan reviews will be done 
in the Tavares main office along with most electrical reviews. 
Some electrical reviews may be done in the Clermont office. Our       
intention is to be able to do all reviews from either office, but will 
only be possible as staffing increases. 
 The electronic review process is only possible with       
construction documents submitted in a specific manner. Plans 
must be black on white with a min. of 11 x 17 and a maximum 
of 24 x 36 for us to do the scanning of plans at submittal. The 
plans must be of sufficient clarity and contrast to produce   
readable documents. Oversized plans are required to have an 
accompanying disk of the plans in only PDF format. We request 
that all pages are bookmarked matching the cover sheet.        
Individual scanned pages should be combined into one file    
enabling reviewers to quickly access different pages. Plans with 
large number of sheets should be grouped into specific files and 
named as such: Structural, Fire, Electrical, Plumbing, and    
Mechanical. Specification books and truss engineering cut 
sheets shall not be submitted unless requested by a plan   
reviewer. 
 Only one set of sealed plans is required for submittal.   
Reviewed plans are returned for inspector’s use during construc-
tion. Lengthy or complex projects may be submitted and         
reviewed only electronically with a set of raised sealed plans only 
being required after a successful review process. This review 
process will require digital signatures and other special       
processes. Please contact Skip Nemecek – Chief plans Examiner  
for all additional information on the electronic plan submittal 
option. Lake County building form 50, “Electronic Plan Review 
Communication” will be required to implement paperless      
electronic plan reviews. 

Commercial plan reviews in the Clermont office 



In an effort to obtain consistency between the 
Tavares and Clermont offices, Lead Technicians, 
Rosalee Jackson and Annette Williams will 
switch work locations from time to time. Their 
goal is to make sure the workplace is consistent 
with procedures and to maximize productivity. 
They strive to make your permitting experience 
both enjoyable and uniform between both of-
fices. If you have not met the Leads, please feel 
free to come by and meet them and discuss sug-
gestions on making your permitting experience 
more pleasant. 

Cross-Training Building Services   
Admin. Director 
Dale T. Greiner 
Office Coordinator 
Carmen Carroll  
Lead Specialist 
Rosalee Jackson 
Annette Williams 
Chief Plans Examiner  
Sasha Namundi 
Skip Nemecek 
Chief Fire Plans     
Examiner 
Gene Brewer 
Chief Bldg Inspector 
Ron Schwab 
Chief Electrical 
Inspector 
Jay Dagner 
Chief Fire Inspector 
Al Sikes 
Chief Plumbing/
Mechanical Inspector 
Jim Copenhaver 
License Investigators 
Tom Hughes 
Tony Lopresto 
Joann Sala 
Public Hearing 
Coordinator 
Deborah Kohler 
Office Associate 
Laura Kinniard 
Licensing Specialist 
Kathy Padgett 
Plans Examiners 
Tom Bennett 
Kenn Eilers 
Steve Gladwell 
Bill Hechler 
Melving Isaac 
Don Lally 
Don Lane 
Dale Manning 
Dave Miller 
Milan Paule 
Russ Priestly 
Jeff Sandy 
 

Page 2 BUILDERS’ BEACON 

Associate Examiners 
Shannon Appoloney 
Debby Padgett 
Fire Inspectors 
Robin Gutting 
Bill Harrison 
Brian Hawthorne 
Brook Miller 
Permit Specialists 
Ashley Anderson 
Traci Bates 
Jessica Clark 
Danielle Coon 
Brenda Eastman 
Katie Elliott 
Maureen Greaney 
Tracey Isbill 
Jennifer Lowe 
Lorena McCarroll 
Denice McLeod 
Annuradha Sarjou  
Rebecca Schneider 
Niki Stoothoff 
Shelly Williams 
Valerie Wood 
Building Inspectors 
John C. Abner 
John L. Abner 
Ron Allen 
Dewey Anderson 
Jim Appoloney 
Bill Bissett 
Bill Colvin 
Sheila Denoncourt 
John DiPlacido 
Paul Doran 
Paula Fisher 
Sam Frazier 
Mary Garcia 
Donald Glessner 
Billy Jenkins 
Dale Manning 
Sid Martin 
Wayne McGhee 
Jerry Miller 
Jim Parman III 
Jeff  Sandy 
Tom Schmedes 
Robert Siemer Jr. 

Block Permits 

• Please do not call in any inspections to a 
Block Permit unless your Permit has 
been activated. 

•  Our office will notify you when the Block 
Permit has been activated, then you may 
call in your inspection. 

Please understand if inspections are called in 
on Un-Activated Blocks they will be voided & 
cannot be used again. The permit will need to 
be pulled at the office & it will be double fee’d. 
Another block cannot be used for the address. 

Letter of Transmittals 
This is a friendly reminder to keep all resubmittals/ 
revisions specific. When filling out the Lake County 
Letter of Transmittal (a.k.a. the pink sheet) there is 
an area for details to be listed, “List items           
submitted”. This is where the items being submitted 
need to be specific. Whether it be a resubmittal to    
requested information or just adding to the permit 
once it has been issued. 
When submitting plans to add a subcontractor after 
the permit is issued, please make sure to list the 
contractor’s name and license number.  The more 
detail we have the less time spent processing 
….that’s right, faster turn around time. We          
appreciate all efforts made to keep the process   
moving smoothly. 



Look Who’s on Board... 

T he Lake County Building Services Division would 
like to welcome Sam Frazier, Sid Martin, and 

Sid Martin as Building Inspector, Jeff Sandy as Plans 
Examiner, Shannon Appoloney as Associate Plans   
Examiner, Rebecca Schneider and Katie Elliott as 
Permitting Specialists and Laura Kinniard as Office 
Associate...    Welcome!  

Remember— 
You will need your validation 
number to request inspections 
from AIRS, office or the web-
site. (Located on right hand 
side of your signed permit 
copy.) This also includes the 
use of “Permit Spy” software. 

• New Application must be completed for all expired permits. 
• Updated Zoning Clearance (only if no previous inspections have been made) a $25.00 

renewal fee will be charged. 
• If one inspection has been approved/or disapproved (no zoning will be required). 
• New Notice of Commencement will be required if over 1 year (from the date of recording) 

• Environmental Health will not require renewal unless over 18 months expired or if any 
changes have been made. 

• Any impact fee changes that occur after the permit was issued will be charged, and a 
credit will be given for the amount already paid. 

If the permit has not expired yet you may call in your renewal by phone with a Valid   
number and pay applicable fees by Visa, Master Card or Debit Acct. 
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Updated Information for Renewal Permits 

Temporary Poles/Final Electric 
 
• Please be aware that the inspector 

will place a Green Sticker in the 
Electric Box for these inspections. 

It will be the Contractor/Owner’s      
responsibility to call the Power     
Company to have Power turned on. 



Section R311 
R311.5 Stairways 
R311.5.1  Width. Stairways shall not be less 
than 36 inches in clear width at all points 
above the permitted handrail height and below 
the required headroom height. 
Handrails shall not project more than 4.5 
inches on either side of the stairway and the 
minimum clear width of the stairway at and  
below the handrail height, including threads 
and landings, shall not be less than 31.5 inches 
where a handrail is installed on one side and 
27 inches where handrails are provided on both 
sides. 
R311.5.2  Headroom. The minimum head-
room in all parts of the stairway shall not be 
less than 6 feet 8 inches measured vertically 
from the sloped plane adjoining the tread    
nosing or from the floor surface of the landing 
or platform. 
The above is from the Florida 2004 Residential 
code. It has come to my attention that some 
builders are not following the codes. Recently I 
have visited several sub-divisions and have 
found that stairways are not being built to 
code. These are corrections that should be 
made at the frame stage, but for one reason or 
the other they were not corrected. Now there is 
drywall and carpet ready for Final Inspection. 
What a mess it is   taking a stairway apart at 
this stage. Remember the headroom is 6 feet 8 

inches vertically from the leading edge of 
the stair tread. That clearance is also for 
the landings or platforms. 
Please double check your measurements 
at the framing stage, it will save you a lot 
of time and worry. 
Remember the Building Codes Intent. 
The purpose of the code is to establish 
the minimum requirements to safeguard 
the public health, safety and general 
welfare through structural strength, 
means of 
egress    
facilities, 
stability, 
sanitation, 
adequate 
light and    
ventilation, 
energy con-
servation, 
and the 
safety to 
life and 
property from fire and other hazards   
attributed to the built environment and 
to provide safety to fire fighters and 
emergency responders during emergency           
operations. 
Ron Schwab 
Chief Building Inspector 

Means of Egress 

Page 4 BUILDERS’ BEACON 

New Applications  We now have new applications. Please come by and pick up a 
supply for your use or we will be glad to fax you a copy. These applications include a line 
to list your low voltage sub-contractor which is now required information on all new    
single family permits. Remember all questions must be answered and the entire applica-
tion filled out completely. Because these are legal documents, we can no longer accept 
applications that have been altered in any way, so be sure you have accurate information 
or you will be asked to fill out a new application. 
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A project is not considered     
completed until a final inspection 
is obtained. There are a lot of   
permits that are issued to con-
tractors that have never had the 
final inspection requested. The 
Florida Building Code has specific    
requirements for final inspections:  
FBC 109 Inspections 
♦ A final inspection must be     

received on any job permitted. 
♦ A permit becomes invalid after 

six (6) months if an approved 
inspection is not obtained. If 
you receive an approved inspec-
tion within the six (6) months, 
the permit is valid for one (1) 
year from date of issue. 

If you have jobs that are         
completed and have never         
received a final inspection, you 
need to request a final inspection 
as soon as possible to avoid an  
expired permit. 
 
To schedule an inspection you 
may call the AIRs system at 352-
343-9634 or visit our website at 
www.lakegovernment.com 

 SECTION R309.1.1 of the 2004 Edition of 
the Florida Building Code-Residential 
states: Duct in garage and ducts penetrat-
ing the walls or ceilings separating the 
dwelling from the garage 
shall be constructed of 
No. 26 gage (0.48 mm) 
sheet steel or other     
approved material and 
shall have no openings 
into garage. 
Approved material is 
Rigid Fiberglass class 0 
or 1 in conformance with UL 181. 
Jim Copenhaver 
Chief Mechanical/Plumbing Inspector 

Expired/Voided Permits Garage Duct Work 

PERMIT READINESS 
There are a number of different stages that a 
permit must go through before it is released,  
completed, and ready to be picked up. 

1. Plan Review 

2. Impact Fee coordinator 

3. Processing 

4. Document Imaging 

Your permit is put in the ready status by Data   
Processing but it still must go to another        
department before it can be issued. You will be 
notified by fax or phone when the  permit can 
be picked up. We are trying to work on a more 
efficient     system for permit readiness but 
have to work with the computer programmer to 
complete this step. Please be patient as we work 
through this process. 



Home Builders Association of Lake County 
Continuing Education Courses 

(352)-343-7101 
Classes at the HBA Office – Lunch Included 

Classes begin at 8:00 am – Check in begins at 7:45 am 

June 8, 2006 
 

Planning & Decision Making 
Provider 004-0000909 

#0000028 – 4 hours 
 

Review and discuss the five elements of the 
management system including planning, orga-
nizing, staffing, controlling and directing. 

The 3 Required Hours 
Provider 004-0000909 

#0007778 – 3 hours 

Fulfills the CILB requirements for OSHA stan-
dards, workers compensation, and business 
practice. 

$90 – members 
$117 – non members 

June 9, 2006 
 

Project Management 
Provider 004-0000909 

#0008455 
 

Course includes what documentation should be 
maintained including meeting minutes, daily re-
ports, adding photographs to your documentation, 
schedules, record keeping, construction safety re-
quirements and information, contracts, claims, dis-
pute resolution, construction negotiations includes 
avoiding negotiation traps and reaching a win-win 
situation, effective construction meetings and de-
veloping an agenda. 
 

$90 – members 
     $117 – non members 

Please mark the course(s) you want to attend and send with appropriate payment to: HBA of Lake 
Co, 1100 N Joanna Avenue, Tavares, FL 32778 (you may fax if you’re paying with credit card to   
352-343-4650). 
[    ] June 8 – Planning & Decision Making  [    ] June 9 - Project Management 
                      The 3 Required Hours 
 
Attending:      License#      
 
                                
 
Enclosed is my check for $    or   [  ] Visa [  ] MasterCard 
      Acct#     Exp Date  
      Card Holder Name      
      Card Holder Signature     
      Zip Code (of credit card billing address)   



Top Ten Plan Review Deficiencies-Residential 
♦ Engineer or architects are not referencing 2004 FBC Residential, R301 and           

ASCE 7-02. 
♦ Plans do not match approved site plans, flipped or different size 
♦ Plans being of poor print quality or reduced in size to the point that they are           

unreadable. 
♦ Electric services not meeting NEC guideline by improper calculation of electric         

requirements when using heat pumps. 
♦ Egress window not shown or does not meet code requirements for opening size. 
♦ Details listed on plans by a number but not included on detail sheets. 
♦ Bearing walls and beams are not identified or location marked on plans. 
♦ Footing and bearing pads missing or misaligned with truss layout. 
♦ Truss layout that is marked and labeled by engineer of record, not truss company. 
♦ A current connector chart listing all traps used on the project, having type, size, and 

nail count as listed in current catalog. 
♦ Bearing walls and beams are not identified or location marked on plans. 
♦ Footing and bearing pads missing or misaligned with truss layout. 
♦ Truss layout that is marked and labeled by engineer of record, not truss company. 
♦ A current connector chart listing all traps used on the project, having type, size, and 

nail count as listed in current catalog. 

♦ Approved plans are not on the job 
site. 

♦ Permit not posted on the jobsite. 
♦ No sanitary toilet on the jobsite. 
♦ Contractor’s license is on hold. 
♦ Called in the wrong inspection. 
 
 

♦ Work is not ready for inspection. 
♦ The engineering for trusses is    

missing. 
♦ Straps are not missing or not nailed. 
♦ Roof and wall sheathing shiners. 
♦ Address is not posted. 

Top Ten Inspection Deficiencies  
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Building Inspectors Nextel ID   Cell Number 
Abner, John C.   162*57940*50  352-636-4628  
Abner, John L.  162*57940*59  352-636-4860 
Allen, Ron   162*57940*21  352-636-5594 
Anderson, Dewey  162*57940*7      352-636-5565 
Appoloney, Jim  162*57940*24  352-636-5600 
Bissett, Bill   162*57940*14  352-636-5580 
Colvin, Bill   162*57940*29  352-636-5610 
Denoncourt, Sheila 162*57940*13  352-636-5578 
DiPlacido, John  162*57940*60  352-636-5405 
Doran, Paul   162*57940*25  352-636-5602 
Fisher, Paula  162*57940*52  352-551-0903 
Frazier, Sam  162*57940*100  352-516-9591 
Garcia, Mary  162*57940*41  352-636-2925 
Glessner, Don  162*57940*53  352-636-6280 
Jenkins, Bill  162*57940*12  352-636-5576 
Martin, Sid   162*57940*101  352-516-9604 
McGhee,Wayne  162*57940*15  352-636-5582 
Miller, Jerry   162*57940*16  352-636-5584 
Parman, James  162*57940*54  352-636-6428 
Schmedes, Tom  162*57940*28  352-636-5608 
Schofield, Richard  162*57940*23  352-636-5598 
Siemer, Robert  162*57940*32  352-636-5616 
Taylor, Lolita  162*57940*58  352-636-4685 
       
Fire Inspectors    

Gutting, Robin  162*57940*10  352-636-5572 
Harrison, Bill  162*57940*61  352-551-4268 
Hawthorne, Brian  162*57940*11  352-636-5574 
Miller, Brook  162*57940*65  352-636-3846 

Inspectors’ Nextel and Phone Numbers 
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New Electrical requirements for the 2004 Florida 
Building Code, 

NFPA 72 ,National Fire Alarm Code 2002 Edition, Lock-
outs and Grounding Coaxial Cable per 2002 National 
Electric Code. 

2004 Florida Building Code (Building) 
13-415.1.ABC.1.1 Automatic lighting shutoff. 

Interior lighting in buildings larger than 5,000 square 
feet (465 m2) shall be controlled with an automatic    
control device to shut off building lighting in all spaces. 
This automatic control device shall function on either: 

1. A scheduled basis using a time-of-day operated control 
device that turns lighting off at specific programmed 
times—an independent program schedule shall be      
provided for areas of no more than 25,000 square feet 
(2323 m2) but not more than one floor, 

2. An occupant sensor that shall turn lighting off within 
30 minutes of an occupant leaving a space, 

3. A signal from another control or alarm system that 
indicates the area is unoccupied. 

Exception: Lighting intended for 24-hour operation shall 
not require an automatic control device. 

2002 National Electric Code 
Lockouts 
422.31 Disconnection of Permanently Connected        
Appliances. 

(B) Appliances Rated Over 300 Volt-Amperes or 1/8 
Horsepower. For permanently connected appliances rated 
over 300 volt-amperes or 1/8 hp, the branch-circuit 
switch or circuit breaker shall be permitted to serve as 
the disconnecting means where the switch or circuit 
breaker is within sight from the appliance or is capable of 
being locked in the open position. 

FPN:For appliances employing unit switches, see 422.34. 

Coaxial Cable 
820.40 Cable Grounding. 

Where required by 820.33, the shield of the coaxial cable 
shall be grounded as specified in 820.40(A) through (D). 

Grounding Conductor. 

(4) Length. The grounding conductor shall be as short as 
practicable. In one- and two-family dwellings, the 
grounding conductor shall be as short as practicable, not 
to exceed 6.0 m (20 ft) in length. 

This section is new for the 2002 Code. The limitation on 
length will result in a lower impedance, which will limit 
the potential difference between broadband communica-
tions systems and other systems during a lightning 
strike. Large potential differences between grounding 
conductors can result in increased damage if a lightning 

Electrical 
strike were to occur. 

Exception: In one- and two-family dwellings where it is 
not practicable to achieve an overall maximum 
grounding conductor length of 6.0 m (20 ft), a separate 
ground as specified in 250.52(A)(5), (6), or (7) shall be 
used, the grounding conductor shall be grounded to 
the separate ground in accordance with 250.70, and 
the separate ground bonded to the power grounding 
electrode system in accordance with 820.40(D). 

Electrode. The grounding conductor shall be con-
nected in accordance with 820.40(B)(1) and (B)(2). 

Electrode. The grounding conductor shall be 

(C) Electrode Connection. Connections to grounding 
electrodes shall comply with 250.70. 

(D) Bonding of Electrodes. A bonding jumper not 
smaller than 6 AWG copper or equivalent shall be  
connected between the antenna systems grounding 
electrode and the power grounding electrode system at 
the building or structure served where separate     
electrodes are used. 

Section 820.40(D) requires bonding of CATV and 
power grounding electrodes at the same building or 
structure. 

This means that if the coaxial cable exits the dwelling 
in another location other than the service location, a 
ground rod will be installed at that location and a min 
#6 bonding jumper run back to the grounding       
electrodes. 

2002 NFPA 72 

Chapter 11 Single- and Multiple-Station Alarms and 
Household Fire Alarm Systems 

11.8.3* Smoke Detectors and Smoke Alarms. Smoke 
alarms, smoke detectors, devices, combination of    
devices, and equipment shall be installed in accor-
dance with the manufacturer’s listing and instruc-
tions, and unless specifically listed for the application, 
shall comply with requirements in  11.8.3.1 through  
11.8.3.5. 

11.8.3.1 Flat Ceilings. Smoke alarms or smoke       
detectors mounted on a flat ceiling shall be located no 
closer than 102 mm (4 in.) from the adjoining wall 
surface. 

11.8.3.2* Peaked Ceilings. Smoke alarms or smoke 
detectors mounted on a peaked ceiling shall be located 
within 914 mm (36 in.) horizontally of the peak, but 
not closer than 102 mm (4 in.) vertically to the peak. 

11.8.3.3* Sloped Ceilings. Smoke alarms or smoke 
detectors mounted on a sloped ceiling having a rise 
greater than 1 m in 8 m (1 ft in 8 ft) horizontally shall 
be located within 914 mm (36 in.) of the high side of 
the ceiling, but not closer than 102 mm (4 in.) from 
the adjoining wall surface.             Cont. next page 
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11.8.3.4* Wall Mounting. Smoke alarms or smoke detectors mounted on walls shall be located not closer than 
102 mm (4 in.) from the adjoining ceiling surface and not further than 305 mm (12 in.) from the adjoining  
ceiling surface. 

11.8.3.5 Specific Location Requirements. The installation of smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall comply 
with the following requirements: 

(1)  Smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall not be located where ambient conditions, including humidity and 
temperature, are outside the limits specified by the manufacturer. 

(2)  Smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall not be located within unfinished attics or garages or in other 
spaces where temperatures can fall below 4°C (40°F) or exceed 38°C (100°F). 

(3)  Where the mounting surface could become considerably warmer or cooler than the room, such as a poorly 
insulated ceiling below an unfinished attic or an exterior wall, smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall be 
mounted on an inside wall. 

(4)  Smoke alarms and smoke detectors installed within a 6.1-m (20-ft) horizontal path of a cooking appliance 
shall be equipped with an alarm-silencing means or be of the photoelectric type. 

(5)  Smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall not be installed within a 914-mm (36-in.) horizontal path from a 
door to a kitchen or a bathroom containing a shower or tub. 

(6)  Smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall not be installed within a 914-mm (36-in.) horizontal path from 
the supply registers of a forced air heating or cooling system and shall be installed outside of the direct airflow 
from those registers. 

(7)  Smoke alarms and smoke detectors shall not be installed within a 914-mm (36-in.) horizontal path from 
the tip of the blade of a ceiling-suspended (paddle) fan. 

(8)  Where stairs lead to other occupied levels, a smoke alarm or smoke detector shall be located so that smoke 
rising in the stairway cannot be prevented from reaching the smoke alarm or smoke detector by an intervening 
door or obstruction. 

(9)  For stairways leading up from a basement, smoke alarms or smoke detectors shall be located on the   
basement ceiling near the entry to the stairs. 


