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  Trails 
 
This section of the Lake County Trails Master Plan 
will provide information on the trails that comprise 
the Lake County Trails Network.  These trail types 
include regional and minor shared-use trails.  In 
addition to these trails, this section addresses local 
trails, blueways, nature and park trails, and paved 
shoulder elements.  
 
Section 7.1 provides additional information for trails 
that are included in the 20 Year Funding Goal for the 
Lake County Trails Master Plan.  These trails are 
considered “Priority Trails” and additional emphasis 
was placed on determining the trail alignment, 
identifying issues associated with the design, 
implementation and stakeholder involvement during 
the planning process.   
 
Section 7.2 provides additional information for trails 
that were not included in the 20 Year Funding Goal 
for the Lake County Trails Master Plan. These trails 
are considered planning concepts.  While Section 7.2 
provides an overview of the intent of each of the 
shared-use trails, they are outside of the planning 
horizon and were not closely evaluated.  The intent is 
to describe the general trail purpose and draw a 
concept for inclusion in the GIS database.  These GIS 
lines can then be used and modified to both guide the 
development of the trail and to provide sufficient 
flexibility to allow changes in the future to address 
the many changes that will occur in Lake County in 
years outside the planning horizon.  
 

7.1 Priority Shared-Use Trails 
 
Regional shared-use trails are characterized by their 
interconnection to regional destinations and other 
statewide trails.  These trails are 10 to 15 feet in 
width and consist of an asphalt or concrete surface.  
They are intended to provide long distances of travel 
for recreational users by connecting major trail 
systems. While these trails also provide local 
transportation and recreational connectivity to local 
destinations, such as schools, parks, and downtown 
areas, to communities, their primary purpose is to 
provide the backbone for the larger statewide trail 
system.  These trails are designed to also attract users 
from other areas of the state or country and are the 
“showcase” of the Lake County Trails Network and, 
therefore, require trailheads to provide parking and 
restroom facilities. 
 

Priority Trails are those regional shared-use trails 
included in the 20 Year Funding Goal for the Lake 
County Trails Master Plan and are shown in Figure 7-
1.  The following sections describe each of the 
priority trails in the Lake County Trails Master Plan. 
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7.1.1 South Lake Trail 
 
A 22.6 mile long, planned and partially constructed, 
shared-use trail, the South Lake Trail, will primarily 
follow a historic railroad grade from the Van Fleet 
Trail in Sumter County to the West Orange Trail in 
Orange County.  This 12 to 15-foot-wide trail will 
ultimately provide a connection between the 
communities of Mascotte, Groveland, Clermont, and 
Minneola.  Additionally, this trail will provide a 
connection to the neighboring counties of Orange 
County and Sumter County.  Because of these inter-
county connections, this trail is considered a top 
priority by the Lake County Trails Master Plan. As 
users traverse Lake County on the South Lake Trail, 
they will enjoy shopping, restaurants, the natural 
beauty of Lake Minneola, historic sites, conservation 
areas, and over a dozen community parks.  Currently, 
almost nine miles of the South Lake Trail is 
constructed. Ultimately, the South Lake Trail will 
link 29 miles of the Van Fleet Trail with almost 19 
existing miles of the West Orange Trail.  Figures 7-2 
and 7-3 describe the overall trail segments, locations, 
design concepts, major connector trails, 
implementation approach, and estimated cost for the 
South Lake Trail.   
 
The South Lake Trail is constructed from the West 
Minneola Trailhead to the West Orange Trail in 
Orange County, a distance of nine miles.  A PD&E 
Study was conducted for the South Lake Trail for the 
remaining segments.  As part of this PD&E Study, a 
preferred alignment was selected and trailheads were 
planned.  The concept plans for the South Lake Trail 
from the Van Fleet Trail to the West Lake Minneola 
Trailhead that were prepared for the PD&E Study are 
included in the Project DVD under Supporting 
Documents. 
 
Key Implementation Issues 
 
The key implementation issues that were identified 
for the unconstructed segments of the South Lake 
Trail include construction of the trail through the City 
of Mascotte and coordinating the construction of the 
trail within Sumter County.   
 
The construction of the trail in the City of Mascotte 
will require coordination with two major projects.  
The first project is the re-alignment of CR 33 to 
Sunset Avenue.  The County is planning to provide 
funding for the City of Mascotte to study the re-
alignment of CR 33 in 2008.  This study will be 
required to develop solutions that accommodate the 
South Lake Trail. 

 
The second project is a trail overpass.  Crossing SR 
50 will at some point require a grade separated 
pedestrian overpass. It will need to meet the 
thresholds outlined in Section 4.0 for bridge warrants. 
  
Currently, the City of Groveland is aggressively 
pursuing right-of-way for the trail in conjunction with 
Lake County. This right-of-way acquisition is being 
pursued in advance of the design phase, which is 
funded by the FDOT in Fiscal Year 2008-2009 for 
the segment of the South Lake Trail between SR 19 
in the City of Groveland to the West Minneola 
Trailhead.  On Figures 7-2 and 7-3, this segment is 
labeled Segment 1. 
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A 22.6 mile long, planned, and partially constructed shared-use trail, the South Lake Trail will primarily follow a historic 
railroad grade from the Van Fleet Trail in Sumter County to the West Orange Trail.  This 12 - 15 foot wide trail will ultimately 
provide a connection between the communities of Mascotte, Groveland, Minneola, and Clermont.  Additionally, this trail will 
provide a connection to the neighboring counties of Orange County and Sumter County.  Because of these inter-county 
connections, this trail is considered a top priority by the Lake County Trails Master Plan.  As users traverse Lake County on 
the South Lake Trail they will enjoy shopping, restaurants, the natural beauty of Lake Minneola, historic sites, conservation 
areas and over a dozen community parks.  Currently, almost nine miles of the South Lake Trail is constructed.  Ultimately, the 
South Lake Trail will provide a key connection between 29 miles of the existing Van Fleet Trail and 19 miles of the existing 
West Orange Trail. 
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SOUTH LAKE TRAIL
STATUS

Trail type:  Regional Multi-use
Width:  12 - 15 ft.
Surface:  Asphalt
Trail Manager: Lake County, Minneola, Groveland, Mascotte
Length:  22.6 miles

 South Lake Trail Phase III - SR19 to Lake Minneola Drive (6.37 miles)

 South Lake Trail Phase IV - Sumter County Line to SR19 (7.36 miles)

 South Lake High Connector - Phase III (0.61 miles)

 Lake David Connector - Phase IV  (0.27 miles)

Associated Trails: Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail, Hancock Road Trail,
  Hartle Road Trail, West Lake Trail 

Trail type:  Regional Multi-use
Width:  12 - 15 ft.
Surface:  Asphalt
Trail Manager: Lake County, Minneola, Groveland, Mascotte
Length:  22.6 miles

 South Lake Trail Phase III - SR19 to Lake Minneola Drive (6.37 miles)

 South Lake Trail Phase IV - Sumter County Line to SR19 (7.36 miles)

 South Lake High Connector - Phase III (0.61 miles)

 Lake David Connector - Phase IV  (0.27 miles)

Associated Trails: Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail, Hancock Road Trail,
  Hartle Road Trail, West Lake Trail 
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SOUTH LAKE TRAIL - Phase III SR 19 to Lake Minneola Drive (6.37 miles)
      - Study - Complete 2004; FDOT
      - ROW - Ongoing; City of Groveland and Lake County - Abandoned Rail Road Right-of-Way
      - Design - Funded FY 2009; FDOT ($670,000)
      - Construction - Not Funded; Anticipated 5 Year Goal by FDOT, Lake County & City of Groveland ($4,777,500) 
      - Implementation - PD&E Study developed concept plans

SOUTH LAKE TRAIL - Phase IV Sumter County Line to SR 19 (7.36 miles)
      - Study - Complete 2004; FDOT
      - ROW - Not Started; City of Mascotte and Lake County - Abandoned Rail Road Right-of-Way
      - Design - Not Funded; Anticipated 10 Year Goal by FDOT and Lake County ($846,400)
      - Construction - Not Funded; Anticipated 20 Year Goal by FDOT,  Lake County & City of Mascotte ($5,520,000)
      - Implementation - PD&E Study developed concept plans

SOUTH LAKE  HIGH CONNECTOR  - Phase III from South Lake Trail to South Lake High                            (0.61 miles)
      - Study - Complete 2004; FDOT
      - ROW - Complete; Roadway ROW
      - Design - Not Funded; Anticipated 10 Year Goal by SRTS ($300,000) 
      - Construction - Not Funded; Anticipated 10 Year Goal by FDOT, Lake County & City of Groveland ($200,000)
      - Implementation - 8’ wide sidewalk.

LAKE DAVID CONNECTOR - Phase IV  from South Lake Trail at SR 50  to Lake David Park                          (0.27 miles)   
       - Study - Complete 2004; FDOT 
       - ROW - Not Started; City of Groveland
       - Design - Not Funded
       - Construction - Not Funded
       - Implementation - 6‘-8’ wide sidewalk.
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South Lake Trail Continued 
 

Trailheads 
 
Mabel Trailhead 
 
The Mabel Trailhead serves the Van Fleet Trail and is 
located in Sumter County. It is anticipated to be used 
to access the South Lake Trail in the future. 
Restrooms, parking, and picnic facilities are 
available. This trailhead is owned by the FDEP-OGT 
as part of the Van Fleet Trail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mascotte Trailhead 
 
The Mascotte Trailhead is planned for a publicly 
owned five acre vacant lot located on the southeast 
corner of SR 50 and the planned trail alignment. This 
trailhead was included in the South Lake Trail PD&E 
Study and was identified as a full amenity trailhead 
that could serve as the trail focal point for Mascotte.  
The property is currently owned by the City of 
Mascotte. This site is adjacent to the proposed Sunset 
Park and a boat ramp on the north shore of Sunset 
Lake. This is anticipated to be a minor trailhead.  
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South Lake Trail Continued 
 

Groveland Trailhead 
 
The Groveland Trailhead will be co-located with the 
proposed Downtown Groveland Park on Crittenden 
Street. This site is planned as a full amenity, minor 
trailhead and is planned to utilize the historic 
Groveland Depot.  The PD&E Study for the South 
Lake Trail Phase III and IV also identified a related 
access point at Lake David Park which has restroom, 
picnic, playground, and parking facilities and is very 
close to the planned trail alignment.  Sidewalks 
would connect Lake David Park to the South Lake 
Trail.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Lake High School Trailhead 
 
The South Lake High School Trailhead was identified 
as a minor trailhead by the PD&E Study for the South 
Lake Trail Phase III and IV completed in 2004 by the 
FDOT.  Since the time of completion of the PD&E 
Study, the Inland Groves Park Trailhead has been 
developed as a more suitable alternative for a 
trailhead for the South Lake Trail Phase III.  
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South Lake Trail Continued 
 

Inland Groves Park Trailhead 
 
The Inland Groves Park property was recently 
purchased by the City of Clermont, with funding 
from the Lake County Board of County 
Commissioners.  This property will be the site of a 
future park and will provide restroom, picnic, 
parking, and playground facilities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West Lake Minneola Trailhead 
 
Located in Clermont on the southwest shore of Lake 
Minneola near the end of the existing South Lake 
Trail, this trailhead provides parking, picnic shelter, 
and a restroom.  This is considered a minor trailhead.  
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South Lake Trail Continued 
 

Clermont Waterfront Park Trailhead 
 
The Clermont Waterfront Park Trailhead is 
considered a major trailhead in that it provides 
gateway level scenery and amenities.  The park is 
located on the south shore of Lake Minneola.  
Restrooms, a playground, a large event pavilion, 
picnic shelters, and ample parking is provided.  This 
location is often the site of major triathlons and races. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Downtown Clermont Trailhead 
 
This existing trailhead is located less than ¼ mile 
north of the trail at the intersection of 5th Street and 
Minneola Avenue and can be accessed via sidewalks. 
Parking and restroom facilities are available.  
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South Lake Trail Continued 
 

Minneola Trailhead 
 
The Minneola Trailhead is located just east of US 27 
and can be accessed from Old Highway 50.  This 
existing trailhead provides parking, restrooms, picnic 
areas, open fields, a basketball court, and a 
playground.  This is considered a minor trailhead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Killarney Station Trailhead 
 
The Killarney Station Trailhead has been described as 
the “mother of all trailheads”.  Located just inside the 
Orange County Line along the West Orange Trail, the 
Killarney Station was constructed to serve the West 
Orange Trail but it will also provide access and serve 
the South Lake Trail with parking, restrooms, a 
playground, and picnic areas.  
 
Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails are those trails that typically connect 
the main trail to destinations that are not directly 
adjacent to the trail.  These trails range from 
sidewalks to shared-use trails, but are important in 
that they fill the gap between the trail and the 
destinations.  
 
Connector trails for the South Lake Trail Phase II and 
III include the Lake David Park Connector and the 
South Lake High School Connector.  Both of these 
connectors are shown in Figures 7-2 and 7-3.  The 
Lake David Park Connector is planned to utilize the 
existing sidewalks.  The South Lake High School 
Connector plans to utilize an eight-foot-wide 
sidewalk. 
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7.1.2 Gardenia Trail (Leesburg to Lady 
Lake) 

 
A 10.9 mile long, planned shared-use trail, the 
Gardenia Trail, begins at the Leesburg-Wildwood 
Trail in Leesburg and travels north to the Town of 
Lady Lake.   This trail connects the communities of 
Leesburg, Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, and The 
Villages to existing community parks, natural areas, 
and schools.  
 
A PD&E Study was conducted for Phase I of this trail 
between the Leesburg-Wildwood Trail and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard in 2006 by the City 
of Leesburg. The concept plans for this trail, prepared 
by the PD&E Study, are included in the Project DVD 
under Support Documents. 
 
As of the date this report was printed, FDOT was 
conducting a PD&E Study to determine the preferred 
alignment for Phase II and Phase III of this trail.  The 
alignment will primarily follow a historic railroad 
grade until it reaches Lake Ella Road.  North of Lake 
Ella Road, the historic railroad grade is largely owned 
by individual property owners and not available for a 
trail. The ongoing PD&E Study for Phase II and III 
has developed a range of alternatives for these 
segments, which are shown in Figures 7-4 and 7-5. 
This PD&E Study is scheduled to be completed in 
2008. Figures 7-4 and 7-5 also describe the overall 
trail segments, locations, design concepts, major 
connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the Gardenia Trail.  
 
Key Implementation Issues 
 
Major implementation issues include the coordination 
of the trail with planned utility projects by the City of 
Leesburg and selection of a preferred alternative in 
Phase II and III of this trail.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trailheads 
 
Susan Street Trailhead 
 
The Susan Street Trailhead was identified in the 
Gardenia Trail Phase I PD&E Study.  This trailhead 
will utilize the existing parking area of the Susan 
Street Sports Complex and the Leesburg Recreational 
Complex and add restrooms and picnic pavilions. 
This trailhead will be considered a minor trailhead.  
Figure 7-6 shows the conceptual design for this 
trailhead.   
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A 10.9 mile long, planned, shared-use trail the Gardenia Trail begins at the Leesburg Wildwood Trail and travels 
north to Marion County primarily following a historic railroad grade.  This trail connects the communitites of 
Leesburg,  Fruitland Park, Lady Lake, and the Villages to existing community parks, natural areas, schools and 
the rural areas of Marion County. 

An ongoing PD&E study being conducted by the FDOT will determine the preferred alignment for Phase II and 
Phase III from CR 466A to the Town of Lady Lake.  Segments  8 , 9   and  10  are potential connections to 
Marion County and Sumter County.

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12 ft. - 14 ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  Lake County, Leesburg, Fruitland Park, Lady lake
Length:   10.9 miles

         Gardenia Trail Phase I - from Leesburg Wildwood Trail to CR 466A                                (1.71 miles)

                   Gardenia Trail Phase II - from CR 466A to Lake Ella Road                                    (5.09 miles)

                          Gardenia Trail Phase III - from Lake Ella Road to Lady Lake                          (4.05 miles)

  Sumter County Connector, Marion County Connector                            (1.5 miles)                (1.45 miles)

  Fruitland Park Trail  -  from Gardenia Trail to Lake-Sumter County line                                  (2.75 miles)

Associated Trails: Leesburg - Wildwood Trail.
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Data source: Lake County GIS 2006-2007 

Map prepared by: Inwood Consulting Engineers

GARDENIA TRAIL  - Phase I from Leesburg-Wildwood Trail to CR 44C                                                                          (0.82 miles)
     - Study:  Completed 2006
     - ROW:  Abandoned railroad owned by City of Leesburg. 
     - Design:  Funded 2009 by FDOT under LAP agreement with City of Leesburg.
     - Construction:  Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues:  Requires coordination with Leesburg Utilities.

GARDENIA TRAIL  - Phase I from CR 44C to north of Tally Road                                                                                    (0.64 miles)
     - Study: Completed
     - ROW:  Abandoned Rail Road owned by City of Leesburg 
     - Design:  Not Funded / 10 Year Goal
     - Construction:  Not Funded / 20 Year Goal

GARDENIA TRAIL - PHASE I from Tally Road to Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard                                                        (0.25 miles)  
     - Study:  Completed 
     - ROW:  Target funding includes PLAAC money for acquisition of CSX property
     - Design:  Not Funded  / 10 Year Goal
     - Construction:  Not Funded / 20 Year Goal

GARDENIA TRAIL - Phase II from Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard to north of Spring Lake Road                                (3.03 miles)
     - Study:  Ongoing; Scheduled to be completed in 2008. 
     - ROW:  Target funding includes PLAAC money for acquisition of CSX property
     - Design:  Not Funded / 10 Year Goal
     - Construction:  Not Funded / 20 Year Goal

GARDENIA TRAIL - Phase II  from north of Spring Lake Road to Round Lake Road (Alternative Alignment)                 (2.08 miles)
     - Study:  Ongoing; Scheduled to be Completed in 2008.
     - ROW: If  5a  or      is selected as the preferred alignment the trail right-of way would be provided by the
                  New Development.
     - Design: If  5a or      is selected this segment would be designed as part of New Development.
     - Construction: If 5a or      is selected this segment would be designed as part of New Development.

GARDENIA TRAIL - Phase II  from north of Spring Lake Road to Round Lake Road (Alternative Alignment)                 (2.12 miles)
     - Study:  Ongoing; Scheduled to be completed 2008.
     - ROW: Not Funded
     - Design: Not Funded
     - Construction: Not Funded

GARDENIA TRAIL - Phase III from Lake Ella Road to CR466                                                                                        (1.97 miles)
     - Study:  Ongoing; Scheduled to be completed in 2008 
     - ROW:          Roadway ROW;         New Development     
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded 

GARDENIA TRAIL  -  Alternatives for Phase III ;  from CR 466 Trail to Griffin Avenue                                                 
            (2.08 miles)            (1.99 miles)              (1.28 miles)
     - Study:  Ongoing; Scheduled to be completed in 2008.
     - ROW:  Not Funded 
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded

Fruitland Park Trail, Marion County Connector & Sumter County Connector
            (2.77 miles)                      (1.4 miles)                           (1.56 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded
     - ROW: Not Funded 
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded
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Gardenia Trail Continued 
 

Gardenia Park Trailhead 
 
The Gardenia Park Trailhead is an existing park 
owned and maintained by the City of Fruitland Park.  
The existing park has a restroom, a playground, and 
picnic and parking facilities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails are those trails that typically connect 
the main trail to destinations that are not directly 
adjacent to the trail.  These trails range from 
sidewalks to shared-use trails, but are important in 
that they fill the gap between the trail and the 
destinations. 
 
Connector trails for the Gardenia Trail include the 
Fruitland Park Trail, the Marion County Connector, 
and the Sumter County Connector.  These connectors 
are shown in Figures 7-4 and 7-5.  These connectors 
are planning concepts for 12-foot-wide multi-use 
concepts that would ultimately provide options to 
connect to Marion and Sumter Counties. 
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7.1.3 Tav-Lee Trail 
 
The Tav-Lee Trail is a planned and partially 
constructed shared-use trail.  The 10.3 mile long 
shared-use trail will eventually connect the 
downtowns of Tavares and Leesburg.  Along the 
way, trail users can enjoy restaurants and shopping, 
visit Sabal Bluff Nature Preserve with a beautiful 
view of Lake Griffin, visit historic sites, and observe 
nature along the shores of Lake Griffin, Lake Eustis, 
and the Dora Canal.   
 
Currently, Phase I between Lakes Boulevard in 
Leesburg and Main Street in Tavares is constructed.  
A PD&E Study was conducted for Phase II of this 
trail in 2006.  Phase II begins at the Venetian Trail 
along Canal Street in Leesburg and ends at Lakes 
Boulevard.  The PD&E Study identified a preferred 
alignment for Phase II.  The concept plans for this 
trail that were prepared by the PD&E Study are 
included in the Project DVD under Support 
Documents. Figures 7-7 and 7-8 describe the overall 
trail segments, locations, design concepts, major 
connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the Tav-Lee Trail.  
 
Key Implementation Issues 
 
Key implementation issues for Phase II of the Tav-
Lee Trail include coordination with the widening of 
US 441 by the FDOT, coordination with Cutrale 
Citrus and Progress Energy, coordination with the 
Leesburg Regional Airport, and coordination with 
new development and construction of a pedestrian 
overpass on US 441. 
 
Phase II of the Tav-Lee Trail is adjacent to US 441 
on the north side of the road between Canal Street 
and Bentley Road.  In this area, the FDOT is 
preparing a design to widen the roadway from four to 
six lanes.  The design for Tav-Lee Trail is being 
incorporated into the design for the roadway.    
 
Between US 441 and CR 44B, Phase II of the trail is 
planned to be constructed on the alignment of an 
abandoned railroad.  Progress Energy owns a large 
electric transmission line which occupies this right-
of-way. Cutrale Citrus owns a large re-use line that 
also occupies this right-of-way.  The trail will need to 
coordinate very closely with these entities to 
accommodate all legitimate uses of this linear 
corridor.  Progress Energy claims to own the property 
but Cutrale Citrus has indicated that when they were 
conducting legal research, the property belonged to 
the original owners of the underlying property prior 

because the railroad corridor reverted back to the 
original owners after abandonment.   
 
The section of the trail that is planned to occupy the 
airport property will require close coordination to 
ensure the airport operation and security needs are 
fully met.  Also, the section of Phase II that is east of 
College Drive will require coordination with the 
planned lakeshore redevelopment.  In that area, the 
City of Leesburg is planning to implement the trail 
utilizing the new development.  This implementation 
approach will require a long-term focus to piece the 
trail together through that area.  
 
Currently, the east end of the Tav-Lee Trail ends at 
Main Street.  Future plans for the Lake County 
Judicial Center for that area will incorporate the trail 
along Main Street and then south along Sinclair 
Avenue to Tavares Station.  The developer of Tavares 
Station will include the connection of the Tav-Lee 
Trail, Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail to the Tavares 
Trailhead, and the North Lake Trail near Wooten 
Park. 
 
 
 



  TRAILS MASTER PLAN
JULY 15, 2008

TAV - LEE TRAIL
STATUS

REGIONAL TRAILS NETWORK

TRAILS
FIGURE

7-7

SUGAR LOAF 

MTN TRAIL

LEESBURG TRAIL

+¼

LE
E

S
B

U
R

G
 T

R
A

IL

Feet
0 1000 2000

KL44

473

SUNNY SIDE LOOP

VENETIAN
TRAIL

FOUNTAIN LAKE TRAIL

LEESBURG
REGIONAL
AIRPORT

SJWMD
CONSERVATION

AREA

SABAL
BLUFF

BOURLAY HISTORICAL
NATURE PARK

SLEEPY HOLLOW
SPORTS COMPLEX

SUMMERALL
PARK

WOOTEN
PARK

RIDGE
PARK

LEESBURG
DOG PARK

HERLONG
PARK

VENETIAN
GARDEN

SABAL BLUFF
CONECTOR

TAV-LEE TRAIL PHASE 1

TAV-LEE TRAIL PHASE 2

TAV-LEE TRAIL PHASE 2

MAIN ST

Tavares High

SPARKS VILLAGE
BOAT RAMP

Sunnyside Trails

Peninsula on Lake Harris

Summerfield

Venetian Isles

Majestic
Oaks

Sleepy Hollow

Sunnyside Landing

Ashton Woods

Via Tuscany

Royal Palms

Lake Harris Reserve

Park Hill, Phase II

Silver Lake Bluff

Martin's Grove

Park Hill
Lakeside

Consigny Place

Meadows at Sunnyside

View Point

Groves at
Baytree

Bentley
Ridge

Harbor Vista

Quiet Waters

Crestridge
at Leesburg

Purdum Property

Tavares
StationByrd Property Replat

Mangat

Lake Griffin
Town Homes

Reserve at
Main Street

TRAIL OVERPASS

LAKE HARRIS

LAKE EUSTIS

LAKE GRIFFIN

SILVER LAKE

7

6

2

8

1

9

10

Ashton WoodsAshton Woods 4

3
5

The Tav-Lee Trail is a planned and partially constructed, regional shared-use trail.  The 10.4  mile long shared-
use trail will eventually connect the downtowns of Tavares and Leesburg.  Along the way,  trail users can enjoy 
restaurants and shopping, visit Sabal Bluff Nature Preserve with a beautiful view of Lake Griffin, visit historic 
sites, and observe nature along the shores of Lake Griffin, Lake Eustis, and the Dora Canal.  Currently, 3.4 
miles of this trail are constructed.  This link in the Lake County trails network connects  the east side of Lake 
County to the west side and ultimately provides a critical east-west regional route that will be used to connect 
Volusia, Orange, and Seminole Counties to Sumter and Marion Counties.   

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12 - 14 0ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  Lake County (Phase 1), Leesburg (Phase 2)

  Tav-Lee Trail Phase II (Venetian Trail) -  from Leesburg-Wildwood Trail to US 441                            (0.16 miles)

                       Tav-Lee Trail Phase II -  from Canal Street (Venetian Trail) to Lakes Boulevard           (6.61 miles)

  Tav-Lee Trail Phase I -  from Lakes Boulevard to the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail                                (3.58 miles)

  Sabal Bluff Connector                                                                                                                          (0.49 miles)

                Sleepy Hollow Connector                               (0.71 miles)

Associated Trails: Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail, Tav-Dora Trail, Sunnyside Loop, Fountain Lake Trail, Lake Yale Loop
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TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase II - from Leesburg Wildwood Trail to US 441 (Venetian Trail); Existing Trail                                  (0.16 miles)

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase II - from Canal Street to Bentley Road  (0.52 miles)
     - Study: Complete 2006
     - ROW: With US 441 Construction by FDOT
     - Design: With US 441 Construction by FDOT
     - Construction: With US 441 Construction by FDOT
     - Implementation Issues: Will require Coordination with FDOT Design, ROW, and Construction.  

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase II - from Bentley Road to Ice Cream Road                                                                                      (1.12 miles)
     - Study: Complete 2006
     - ROW: Claimed to be owned by Progress Energy but disputed by Cutrale Citrus and City of Leesburg.
     - Design: Not Funded
     - Construction: Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues: Coordination with City of Leesburg required for widening of Bentley Road.  Coordination with Progress
                                             Energy, Cutrale Citrus and City of Leesburg required for utility corridor.

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase II - from  Ice Cream Road to Sleepy Hollow Road                                                                         (1.10 miles)
     - Study: Complete 2006
     - ROW: Claimed to be owned by Progress Energy but disputed by Cutrale Citrus & City of Leesburg
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues: Coordination with Progress Energy; Cultrale Citrus; and  City of Leesburg Utilities.

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase I - from Sleepy Hollow Road to College Drive                                                                               (2.49 miles)
     - Study: Complete 2004
     - ROW: Not Funded 
     - Design: Not Funded
     - Construction: Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues: Coordination with FDOT and Leesburg Regional Airport. Planned Pedestrian over-pass will be  
                                             constructed after trail use warrants construction. Planned interim trail crossing will be at-grade 
                                             at the intersection of Sleepy Hollow Road and US 441.

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase II - from  College Drive to Kinne Pierce Road   (1.38 miles)
     - Study: Complete 2006
     - ROW: To be acquired as part of redevelopment of water front area. Short section of trail owned by City of Leesburg.
     - Design:  Not Funded; Anticipated to be designed as part of redevelopment of waterfront properties.
     - Construction:  Not Funded; Anticipated to be constructed primarily with redevelopment of waterfront properties.
     - Implementation Issues: Requires coordination with Lake Harris water front redevelopment and property owners behind
                                             commercial strip just east of Lakes Boulevard. 

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase I - from  Lakes Drive to West Main Street; Existing Trail                                                             (3.35 miles)

TAV-LEE TRAIL Phase I  from West Main Street to Court House                                                                                     (0.23 miles)       
     - ROW: To be completed as part of Judicial Center Project.
     - Design:  To be completed as part of Judicial Center Project.
     - Construction: To be completed as part of Judicial Center Project.

Sabal Bluff Connector - from Sleepy Hollow Road to Sabal Bluff Preserve Park.                                                             (0.49 miles)
     - Study: Complete 2006
     - ROW: Claimed to be owned by Progress Energy but disputed by Cutrale Citrus & City of Leesburg
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded

Sleepy Hollow Connector - from US 441 to Hollow Lane  (0.71 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded; Partly Existing
     - ROW: Not Funded; Partly Existing 
     - Design: Not Funded; Partly Existing
     - Construction: Not Funded; Partly Existing
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Tav-Lee Trail Continued 
 

Trailheads 
 
Venetian Gardens Trailhead 
 
The Venetian Gardens Trailhead is an existing park 
with parking, restrooms, and picnic and playground 
facilities.  It was identified by the Leesburg Trails 
Master Plan as a trailhead.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sabal Bluff Preserve Trailhead 
 
The Sabal Bluff Preserve is an existing preservation 
area owned by the Lake County Water Authority 
(LCWA). Presently, a dirt parking area is available.  
As part of the PD&E Study for the Tav-Lee Trail, 
Phase II, this site was discussed and agreed to as a 
minor trailhead with the LCWA. Figure 7-9 shows 
the conceptual design that was developed by the 
PD&E Study for this trailhead.  
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Tav-Lee Trail Continued 
 

Sleepy Hollow Sports Complex Trailhead 
 
The Sleepy Hollow Sports Complex Trailhead is an 
existing City of Leesburg facility with parking and 
restrooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FDOT Property Trailhead 
 
The FDOT Property Trailhead is planned to be 
located on a section of historic railroad grade that was 
formerly owned by the FDOT and now owned by the 
City of Leesburg.  This trailhead was identified by 
the PD&E Study for the Tav-Lee Trail Phase II.  
Figure 7-10 shows the conceptual design that was 
developed by the PD&E Study for this trailhead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails for the Tav-Lee Trail include the 
Sabal Bluff Preserve Connector and the Sleepy 
Hollow Connector.  These connectors are shown in 
Figures  7-7 and 7-8.  These connectors are planning 
concepts for 12-foot-wide multi-use concepts that 
would connect the Tav-Lee Trail to the Sabal Bluff 
Preserve and to the Sleepy Hollow Sports Complex.  
Both of these destinations will also serve as 
trailheads.  The Sleepy Hollow Connector was partly 
constructed when Sleepy Hollow Road was realigned 
in 2007. 
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7.1.4 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail 
 
A 5.1 mile long, planned shared-use trail, the 
Leesburg-Wildwood Trail, begins at the Venetian 
Trail near downtown Leesburg and travels west to the 
Sumter County line. Eventually, this trail will connect 
to a Sumter County trail that will allow users to travel 
to Wildwood.  This trail primarily follows a historic 
railroad grade and connects the neighborhoods of 
Leesburg with shopping, schools, restaurants, parks, 
and natural areas. The Leesburg-Wildwood Trail will 
provide a vital link to the Lake County Regional 
Trails Network by connecting the Tav-Lee Trail to 
the Gardenia Trail and Sumter County. The trail will 
be constructed on the abandoned historic Seaboard 
Coastline Railroad which, together with the Seaboard 
Air Line Depot, are eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places.  Figures 7-11 and 7-12 
describe the overall trail segments, locations, design 
concepts, major connector trails, implementation 
approach, and estimated cost for the Leesburg-
Wildwood Trail.  
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LEESBURG - WILDWOOD TRAIL
STATUS
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EXISTING TRAIL

STUDY COMPLETE

PLANNED

! ! ! ! ! PLANNING CONCEPT

WEST LAKE TRAIL

CONNECTING TRAILS

UNPAVED TRAIL
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DEVELOPMENTS

GOVERNMENT LANDS

LEGEND T EXISTING TRAIL HEAD

T POTENTIAL TRAIL HEAD

PARKS
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1.83 miles

2.34 miles

0.88 miles

A 5.1 mile long planned, shared use trail, the Leesburg-Wildwood Trail begins at the Venetian Trail and travels west to the 
Sumter County Line.  Eventually, this trail will connect to a Sumter County Trail that will allow users to travel to Wildwood.  
This trail primarily follows a historic railroad grade and connects the neighborhoods of Leesburg with shopping, schools, 
restaurants, parks, and natural areas.  The Leesburg-Wildwood Trail provides a vital link for the Lake County Trails Network 
by connecting the Tav-Lee Trail to the Gardenia Trail and Sumter County future trails.  
The trail will be constructed on the abandoned historic Seaboard Coastline Railroad which, together with the Seaboard Air 
Line Depot, is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12-14  ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  Leesburg
Length:   5.1 miles

 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Phase I - Sumter Line Rd to Willow Brook Lane  (1.83 miles)

 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Phase II-  WillowBrook Lane to US 27                       (2.34 miles)

 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Phase III-  US 27 to Venetian Trail at Canal Street    (0.88 miles)

Associated Trails: Leesburg Trails (Venetian Trail, Magnolia Trail & Fountain Lake Trail),                 

                            and GardeniaTrail. 

 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Phase I -1

 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Phase II-  WillowBrook Lane to US 27                       (2.34 miles)2

 Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Phase III-  US 27 to Venetian Trail at Canal Street    (0.88 miles)3

Trail Overpass

Pedestrian
Overpass

Interim At-Grade Crossing
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LEESBURG-WILDWOOD TRAIL  - Phase I  from Sumter Line Rd to Willow Brook Lane                                                    (1.83 miles)
     - Study: Completed by City of Leesburg under LAP agreement 2006.
     - ROW: CSX: Property Ownership requires additional research.
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded

LEESBURG-WILDWOOD TRAIL - Phase II  from Willow Brook Lane to US 27                                                                ( 2.34 miles)
     - Study: Completed by City of Leesburg under LAP agreement 2006
     - ROW:  Completed; Owned by City of Leesburg.
     - Design:  2008 by FDOT.
     - Construction:  Not Funded.
     - Implementation Issues: Requires interim at-grade crossing of US 27 at existing signal for Center Street.
                                             Future pedestrian overpass will be constructed when trail use warrants are met
                                             and funding is available.

LEESBURG-WILDWOOD TRAIL - Phase I  from US 27 to Venetian Trail at Canal Steet.                                                (0.88 miles)                                                                                     
     - Study: Completed by City of Leesburg under LAP agreement 2006.
     - ROW:  Completed; Owned by City of Leesburg. 
     - Design:  Funded; 2008 by City of Leesburg.
     - Construction: Funded; 2008 by City of Leesburg.
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Leesburg-Wildwood Trail Continued 
 

Trailheads 
 
County Line Trailhead 
 
The County Line Trailhead was identified by the 
PD&E Study for the Leesburg-Wildwood Trail.  This 
trailhead is located just east of the Sumter County 
line and is anticipated to be constructed within the 
abandoned railroad right-of-way with access from 
Alibrandi Road.  Figure 7-13 shows the conceptual 
design for this minor trailhead.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seaboard Air Line Depot Trailhead 
 
The Seaboard Air Line Depot Trailhead was 
identified by the PD&E Study for the Leesburg-
Wildwood Trail.  This trailhead is located just west of 
Canal Street.  Currently, the property and historic 
depot building are owned by the City of Leesburg.  
Access to the trailhead would be from East Meadows 
Street. Figure 7-14 shows the conceptual design for 
this minor trailhead. 
 
 
 



TRAILS
FIGURE

7-13TRAILS NETWORK MASTER PLAN JULY 15, 2008



TRAILS
FIGURE

7-14TRAILS NETWORK MASTER PLAN JULY 15, 2008



Section 7.0 – Trails 
 

Trails Master Plan 
July 15, 2008  

7-29

 

7.1.5 Lake Denham Trail (Leesburg to 
Renaissance Trails) 

 
The Lake Denham Trail is planned to connect 
Leesburg to the Lake Denham Nature Park and Flat 
Island Preserve.  This 10.0 mile, shared-use path will 
generally follow a historic railroad from the Mote 
Morris Trailhead in Leesburg to Secret Promise and 
Renaissance Trails, planned communities near 
Sumter County.  Figures 7-15 and 7-16 describe the 
overall trail segments, locations, design concepts, 
major connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the Lake Denham Trail. 
 
Trailheads 
 
Mote Morris House Trailhead 
 
The Mote Morris House Trailhead is an existing City 
of Leesburg trailhead that serves the Magnolia Trail 
in downtown Leesburg.  Parking and restrooms are 
available.  
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Lake Denham Trail (Leesburg to Renaissance Trails)
The Lake Denham Trail is planned to connect Leesburg to the Lake Denham Nature Park and Flat Island Preserve.  This 
10.0 mile, shared-use trail will generally follow a historic railroad grade from the Mote Morris Trailhead in Leesburg to 
Secret Promise and Renaissance Trails, DRIs located near Sumter County.  Along the way users will find natural areas, 
schools, parks, restaurants, and shopping.

West Lake Trail (Renaissance Trails to South Lake Trail)
The West Lake Trail will eventually provide over nine miles of shared-use trails.  This trail is early in the concept phase 
and will rely heavily on property owners in the future setting the final alignment through future developments.  It will 
eventually provide a connection between the Lake Denham Trail and the South Lake Trail. The City of Mascotte will 
need to provide critical guidance and vision for this trail to be successfully implemented.

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12 ft.-14ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  City of Leesburg, Lake County, City of Mascotte
Length:   20.64 miles

          West Lake Trail Phase I - from South Lake Trail (SR50) to north of Lake Bluff Dr.        (1.4 0miles)

 West Lake Trail Phase I -  from north of Lake Bluff Dr. to North Austin Merritt Rd. (8.39 miles)

 West Lake Trail Phase II - from North Austin Merritt Road to SE 36th Boulevard   (0.74 miles)

           Lake Denham Trail Phase I - from SE 36th Boulevard to CR 33                   (4.80 miles)

          Lake Denham Trail Phase II - from CR 33 to South 12th Street in Leesburg                (5.13 miles)

Associated Trails:  Tav-Lee Trail, Leesburg-Wildwood Trail, Magnolia Trail, South Lake Trail 

          West Lake Trail Phase I - from South Lake Trail (SR50) to north of Lake Bluff Dr.        (1.4 0miles)1

           Lake Denham Trail Phase I - from SE 36th Boulevard to CR 33                   (4.80 miles)5

 West Lake Trail Phase I -  from north of Lake Bluff Dr. to North Austin Merritt Rd. (8.39 miles)2

           Lake Denham Trail Phase I - from SE 36th Boulevard to CR 33                   (4.80 miles)6

 West Lake Trail Phase I -  from north of Lake Bluff Dr. to North Austin Merritt Rd. (8.39 miles)3

           Lake Denham Trail Phase I - from SE 36th Boulevard to CR 33                   (4.80 miles)7

 West Lake Trail Phase II - from North Austin Merritt Road to SE 36th Boulevard   (0.74 miles)4

          Lake Denham Trail Phase II - from CR 33 to South 12th Street in Leesburg                (5.13 miles)8
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WEST LAKE TRAIL - Phase I  from South Lake Trail (SR50) to North of Lake Bluff Dr.                                            (1.4 miles)
 - Study: Not Funded

     - ROW: Not Funded
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded

WEST LAKE TRAIL - Phase II from north of Lake Bluff Dr. to North Austin Merritt Rd.                                            (8.39 miles)
 - Study:

     - ROW: 
     - Design:
     - Construction:

 WEST LAKE TRAIL - Phase II  from North Austin Merritt Road to SE 36th Boulevard                                             (0.8 miles)
 - Study: 

     - ROW: 
     - Design:
     - Construction:

LAKE DENHAM TRAIL - Phase I  from  from Austin Merrit Road to Florida Turn Pike                                                       (3.20 miles)
     - Study:
     - ROW:   
     - Design:
     - Construction:

LAKE DENHAM TRAIL - Phase II  from Florida Turnpike to Windy Oaks                                                                           (0.90 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded; 10 Year Goal
     - ROW: Existing City of Leesburg Property 
     - Design: Not Funded 
     - Construction: Not Funded

 LAKE DENHAM TRAIL - Phase II  from Windy Oaks to South 12th Street in Leesburg                                                  (5.20 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded; 10 Year Goal
     - ROW:  Not Funded
     - Design: Not Funded 
     - Construction: Not Funded

These trails will be planned, designed and constructed as part of the underlying new development

 This trails will be planned, designed and constructed as part of the underlying new development

This trails will be planned, designed and constructed as part of the underlying new development
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7.1.6 West Lake Trail (Renaissance 
Trails to South Lake Trail) 

 
The West Lake Trail will eventually provide over 
nine miles of shared-use trails.  This trail is early in 
the conceptual phase and will rely heavily on 
implementation of this trail by future development of 
the vacant large tracts of property.  It will eventually 
provide a connection between the Lake Denham Trail 
and the South Lake Trail.   This trail will require 
strong support by the City of Mascotte. No trailheads 
were identified as part of this project.  Figures 7-15 
and 7-16 describe the overall trail segments, 
locations, design concepts, major connector trails, 
implementation approach, and estimated cost for the 
West Lake Trail.  
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7.1.7 Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail (South 
Lake Trail to Tav-Lee Trail) 

 
The Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail connects the Tav-Lee 
Trail to the South Lake Trail across some of the 
highest vistas in Florida.  The views of Lake Apopka 
from Sugar Loaf Mountain - the highest point in 
Florida - will be worth the workout of riding this 
undulating trail through the Hills of Minneola.  Users 
will enjoy the experience of observing the Lake 
Apopka Restoration Area operated by the St. Johns 
River Water Management District, waving at the 
occasional train traveling toward Orlando, seeing 
scenic views of Lake Dora and Lake Apopka, and 
shopping and dining at the downtowns of Sugar Loaf 
Mountain and Hills of Minneola. This planned 
shared-use trail begins in Minneola at the South Lake 
Trail and travels 26.0 miles north to Tavares and the 
Tav-Lee Trail. It will eventually connect shopping, 
dining, schools, parks, natural areas, and large 
communities. 
 
The southern segments of the Sugar Loaf Mountain 
Trail are anticipated to be designed and constructed 
by the developments currently planned and under 
construction.  Figures 7-17 and 7-18 describe the 
overall trail segments, locations, design concepts, 
major connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trailheads 
 
Trailheads for the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail will 
primarily rely on community areas and parks within 
the large developments.   
 
Clay Island Trailhead 
 
The Clay Island Trailhead was planned as part of the 
Green Mountain Scenic Byway Corridor Plan and is 
located just south of the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail 
along the Ferndale Connector Trail.  Access to this 
property is from CR 455. 
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The Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail connects the Tav-Lee Trail with the South Lake Trail across some of the 
highest vistas in Florida.  The views of Lake Apopka from Sugar Loaf Mountain (the highest point in 
Florida) will be worth the workout of riding this undulating trail through the Hills of Minneola.  Users will 
enjoy the experience of observing the Lake Apopka Restoration Area operated by the St. Johns River Water 
Management District, waving at the occasional train traveling toward Orlando, the seeing views of Lake 
Dora and Lake Apopka, and shopping and dining at the planned downtowns of Sugar loaf Mountain and 
Hills of Minneola. This planned shared-use trail begins in Minneola at the South Lake Trail and travels 26.0 
miles north to Tavares.  Tav-Lee Trail will eventually connect neighborhoods to shopping, dining, schools, 
parks, natural areas, and large communities of  the east central corridor of Lake County.  

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12 ft.-14ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  Lake County, Developments, Tavares, Astatula
Length:

          Sugar Loaf Trail Phase I -  South Lake Trail to Clay Island Preserve                                           (7.88 miles)

          Sugar Loaf Trail Phase II - Clay Island Preserve to CR 48                                                           (4.55 miles)

          Sugar Loaf Trail Phase III-  CR 48 to Beauclair Canal and continuing north to CR 448               (3.83 miles)

          Sugar Loaf Trail Phase IV - Lake Jem Park to City of Tavares                                                     (6.25 miles)

                  Associated Connector Trails -  See Implementation Sheet.       

                                             (1.52 miles)        (0.72 miles)         (4.52 miles)         (0.36 miles)

Asociated Trails: South Lake Trail, Tav-Lee Trail, Tav-Dora Trail, Central Lake Trail, Green Mountain Scenic Trail
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Rails with Trails -

Adjacent to Roadway  -

TBD New Development -

Open Space - 

DESIGN CONCEPT

SUGAR LOAF MOUNTAIN TRAIL  - Phase I from South Lake Trail to Wolfs Head Road at Clay Island Preserve              ( 7.88 miles)
     - Study:
     - ROW:  
     - Design:
     - Construction:

SUGAR LOAF MOUNTAIN TRAIL  - Phase II from Ferndale Connector on CR 455 to CR 48 in Astatula                          ( 4.55 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded; 5 Year Goal
     - ROW: Anticipated to utilize SJWMD property for  4  and be located within the existing roadway ROW for   5
     - Design: Not Funded;  4  in 20 year goal.
     - Construction: Not Funded;  4  in 20 year goal. 

SUGAR LOAF TRAIL - PHASE III  from CR 48 to CR 448 at Lake Jem Park                                                                    ( 3.83 miles)
     - Study:  Not Funded; 5 Year Goal
     - ROW:  6  Anticipated to utilize the existing roadway ROW or be included in new development on north side of CR 48.
                   7  Anticipated to be included in any new development on the on the east side of Beauclair Canal.  
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded 

These trails will be planned, designed and constructed as part of the underlying new development.

SUGAR LOAF MOUNTAIN TRAIL - Phase III  from Lake Jem Park along CR448 to City of Tavares.                          (8.4 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded; Anticipated to be included in Commuter Rail Study for the Lake-Sumter MPO.  
     - ROW: Anticipated to utilize existing active rail road ROW as a Rails with Trails.
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues:  Rails with trails concept must be coordinated with FCR Railroad.

LAKE IDAMERE,  ASTATULA & LAKE JEM PARK CONNECTORS:            (1.52 miles)            (0.72 miles)           (0.36 miles)
     - Study: Study with Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail.
     - ROW:   9   &       Anticipated to occupy north side of CR 448.  10   Anticipated to occupy north side of CR 48.
     - Design: Not Funded.
     - Construction: Not funded
     - Implementation: 8’ sidewalks

FERNDALE CONNECTOR TRAIL: From Sugar Loaf Mtn. Trail to Ferndale Preserve                                   (4.52 miles)                                                                                                             
     - Study:  Not Funded
     - ROW: Anticipated to utilize abandonned rail road connection between Sugarloaf Mtn. Trail and Clay Island Trail head. South     
                  of the Clay Island Trailhead the alignment is not determined.
     - Design:  Not Funded.
     - Construction:  Not funded
     - Implementation: 12’ Multiuse Trail
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Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail Continued 
 

Lake Jem Park Trailhead 
 
This small existing county park will serve as a minor 
trailhead.  Currently, portable restrooms and parking 
are available. Access to this trailhead is from CR 448.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tavares Trailhead 
 
This trailhead is currently under construction as part 
of an FDOT funded project in the City of Tavares.  
Located near Wooten Park, this trailhead will provide 
restroom facilities, parking, picnic areas, and a 
playground.  The construction of this trailhead is 
anticipated to be complete in 2008.  
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Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail Continued 
 

Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails are those trails that typically connect 
the main trail to destinations that are not directly 
adjacent to the trail.  These trails range from 
sidewalks to shared-use trails, but are important in 
that they fill the gap between the trail and the 
destinations. 
 
Connector trails for the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail 
include the Ferndale Connector, the Astatula 
Elementary Connector, the Lake Idamere Park 
Connector, and the Lake Jem Park Connector. These 
connectors are shown in Figures 7-17 and 7-18. 
 
The Ferndale Connector is planned as part of the 
Green Mountain Scenic By-way Trail which is 
described in Section 7.3 – Minor Shared-Use Trails 
of this report. The intent of this connector is to 
provide access to the Ferndale Preserve as both a 
recreation amenity and a trailhead.  The first segment 
between the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail and the Clay 
Island Trailhead is planned to occupy abandoned 
railroad right-of-way.  The second segment of this 
connector trail has not been determined as it is in the 
planning concept stage.  The most likely routes will 
either be adjacent to and within the right-of-way of 
CR 455 or follow the abandoned railroad right-of-
way.  The abandoned railroad right-of-way has in 
many areas reverted to the adjacent property owners 
so working with these owners to grant easements or 
to purchase a linear corridor will be time intensive. 
 
The Astatula Elementary Connector is planned as an 
eight-foot-wide concrete sidewalk from Ranch Road 
to Astatula Elementary (location pictured below).   

 
 
 
 
 

The Lake Idamere Park Connector (location pictured 
below) is planned to utilize the existing six-foot-wide 

concrete sidewalk between CR 561 and Lake Idamere 
Park, to provide a pedestrian friendly design for the 
connector to cross CR 561, and then continue as an 
eight-foot-wide sidewalk to connect with the Sugar 
Loaf Mountain Trail along CR 448.  
 

The Lake Jem Park Connector is planned as a six-
foot-wide concrete sidewalk in the near future but 
could be widened if the CR 448 bridge across the 
Beau Claire is widened.   
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7.1.8 Lake-Wekiva Trail (Mount Dora 
to Seminole-Wekiva Trail) 

 
Almost 15 miles in length, the Lake-Wekiva Trail 
will eventually provide a critical connection between 
the Lake County Trails Network and the Seminole-
Wekiva Trail, West Orange Trail, and the Florida 
Scenic Trail. The Lake-Wekiva Trail begins in Mount 
Dora at the Tremain Street Trailhead and travels east 
to the Wekiva River.  
 
The Lake County Trails Network, in conjunction with 
recreation and eco-tourism, will attract visitors to east 
Lake County and help to raise awareness of the 
importance of preserving key ecosystems and the 
availability of state and county recreational 
opportunities. Each trail segment will need to be 
appropriately designed in accordance with its setting, 
which could vary from a paved or unpaved trail to an 
elevated boardwalk if the trail crosses wetlands or 
other environmentally sensitive areas. Depending on 
the concept implemented, completion of the trail 
could depend upon future plans for the Wekiva 
Parkway, a limited-access road replacing portions of 
SR46 within the Wekiva basin. Provisions for a trail 
system are included in commitments made by the 
FDOT as part of the PD&E Study for the roadway. In 
June of 2008, the Lake County Board of County 
Commissioners adopted a resolution in support of the 
Lake-Wekiva Trail. 
 
As envisioned, trail users will be able to enjoy the 
abundance of natural areas in East Lake County and 
cultural amenities such as historic downtown Mount 
Dora, where they can dine at restaurants or enjoy 
shopping. The trail will also connect neighborhoods 
to schools and parks, as well as provide a regional 
connection to Seminole and Orange Counties.  
 
Various options exist for design of the Lake-Wekiva 
Trail through state conservation lands, including 
Rock Springs Run State Reserve and Seminole State 
Forest. The concept detailed as an appendix of this 
report locates the trail next to the Wekiva Parkway, 
using portions of SR46 to be abandoned as part of 
that project. Another concept previously considered 
follows a portion of the abandoned railroad alignment 
through Rock Springs Run State Reserve, thereby 
integrating the trail more closely with public lands. 
Such a design could provide a more pleasant 
recreational experience away from the highway, offer 
greater access to nature-based recreation within the 
state park system, and minimize conflict between the 
trail and bridged sections of the Wekiva Parkway 
designed for wildlife movement. Additional 

recreational or educational amenities, such as a 
Nature Center, could complement the trail system and 
provide an origin or destination for users. Special 
attention to environmental factors, including potential 
impacts to habitat, ecosystem connectivity, and land 
management, is critical. Further detailed evaluation of 
all options will be necessary to determine the most 
appropriate location, surface design, and use of the 
Lake-Wekiva trail in this sensitive area. 
 
Figures 7-19 and 7-20 describe the overall trail 
segments, locations, design concepts, major 
connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the Lake-Wekiva Trail.  
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Almost 15.0  miles in length, the Lake-Wekiva Trail will eventually provide a critical connection between the Lake County 
Trails Network and the Seminole-Wekiva, West Orange, and Florida Scenic Trails.  The Lake-Wekiva trail begins in Mount 
Dora at the Tremain Street Trailhead and travels east to the Wekiva River.  The planned trail utilizes a combination of 
historic railroad grades, planned abandonment of the existing State Road 46, roadway right-of-way, and other public lands.   
The implementation of this trail relies heavily on the incorporation of the trail into the future plans of the Wekiva Parkway.  
Currently,  the Florida Department of Transportation is conducting a PD&E study for the Wekiva Parkway.

Trail users can enjoy the abundance of natural areas in East Lake County and then visit historic downtown Mount Dora to 
dine at restaurants or enjoy shopping.  The trail will also connect neighborhoods to schools and parks and provide regional 
trail connections to Seminole and Orange Counties.   Additionally, the trail system, in conjunction with key recreation and 
eco-tourism, will attract visitors to Lake County and educate the public to the benefits of preserving our natural resources, 
through public and private managed lands such as the Seminole State Forest, Rock Springs Run State Preserve, and the 
Lower Wekiva River State Preserve.  

Trail type:  Regional Multi-use
Width:  12 - 15 ft.
Surface:  Asphalt
Length:  16.5 miles
Trail Manager: Lake County and City of Mount Dora

          Lake-WekivaTrail Phase I - Tremain Street to CR437                  (6.50 miles)

          Lake-Wekiva Trail Phase II - CR437 to Seminole County          (14.50 miles)

                

                             Associated Connector Trails - See Implementation Sheet.

Associated Trails: West Orange Trail Connector, East Ridge Loop Trail, Round Lake
  Road Trail, Seminole Wekiva Trail and County Road 46 A Trail.

          Lake-WekivaTrail Phase I - Tremain Street to CR437                  (6.50 miles)1          Lake-WekivaTrail Phase I - Tremain Street to CR437                  (6.50 miles)2

          Lake-Wekiva Trail Phase II - CR437 to Seminole County          (14.50 miles)3a          Lake-Wekiva Trail Phase II - CR437 to Seminole County          (14.50 miles)3b

5a 5b 5c

          Lake-WekivaTrail Phase I - Tremain Street to CR437                  (6.50 miles)10

                             Associated Connector Trails - See Implementation Sheet.9                             Associated Connector Trails - See Implementation Sheet.6                             Associated Connector Trails - See Implementation Sheet.7                             Associated Connector Trails - See Implementation Sheet.8

          Lake-Wekiva Trail Phase II - CR437 to Seminole County          (14.50 miles)4
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LAKE-WEKIVA TRAIL - Phase I  from Tremain Street to CR 437                                                                                         (6.10 miles)
     - Study:  Anticipated Funding FY 2009; FDOT
     - ROW:  Existing active railroad operated by FCCR under operating lease to CSX.  Railbanking is the anticipated   
                   strategy for acquisition of the railroad right-of-way.  
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues:  Intersection of the trail with Round Lake Road and the Proposed Widening and Re-alignment of  SR 46
                              by FDOT will require coordination to ensure the trail is accommodated. 

EAST LAKE PARK CONNECTOR  - from Lake Wekiva Trail to East Lake Park                                                                  (0.4 miles)
     - Study:  Funded with 
     - ROW:  Not Started.  Anticipated to occupy CR 437 roadway right-of-way.
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded

Round Lake Road Connector (0.6 miles)
     - Study:  Funded FY 2010 with Round Lake Road widening and extension PD&E study for Lake County Public Works. 
     - ROW:  Anticipated to occupy existing Round Lake Road right-of-way
     - Design:  Anticipated to be designed with widening of Round Lake Road.
     - Construction:  Anticipated to be constructed with widening of Round Lake Road.

LAKE-WEKIVA TRAIL - Phase II  from CR 437 to Lake-Seminole County Line 
                (1.54 miles)         (1.77 miles)          (2.92 miles)         (3.69 miles)          (3.05 miles)         (1.53 miles)
     - Study:  Anticipated Funding FY 2010 FDOT  
     - ROW:  3a  and  3b  are alternative alignments.   The preferred alignment will be determined by a PD&E study.    
                   Alignment  3a  utilizes the historic railroad grade and requires acquisition of property from individual property owners.   
   Alignment  3b , 4   and 5   utilizes the SR 46 roadway right-of-way after SR 46 is converted to a local roadway as part  
   of the Wekiva Parkway project.
                   5a , 5b , 5c  are alternative alignments. The preferred alignment will be determined by a PD&E study.  
                   Alternative  5b  utilizes a historic railroad grade and crosses the Wekiva river just of the Seminole Wekiva Trail.
                   While Alternative  5c  avoids construction of a new trailbridge across the Wekiva River.
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues:  The implementation of this trail requires accommodation as part of the construction of the Wekiva  
                              Parkway.  Ongoing coordination was required as a commitment by the PD&E Study for the Wekiva  
                              Parkway. Funding should be pursued for this trail with the construction of the Wekiva Parkway.  

CR 46A Trail, East Ridge Loop, West Orange Connector:          (1.76 miles)          (2.62 miles)          (2.60 miles)
     - Study:  Anticipated to be studied with the Wekiva Parkway
     - ROW:  6  , 8    Anticipated to be accommodated within the roadway right-of-way on the east and north sides of
  SR 46a and SR 46 respecitvely as part of the improvements necessary for the Wekiva Parkway.
   9   Anticipated to utilize publically owned land adjacent to the Wekiva Parkway on east side of the proposed roadway.
   The final location of  9  will be determined as part of a PD&E study for the Lake Wekiva Trail.
     - Design:  Anticipated to be included in the design of the Wekiva Parkway and related improvements. Not Funded.
     - Construction:  Anticipated to be included in the construction of the Wekiva Parkway and related improvements. Not Funded.
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Trailheads 
 
Tremain Street Trailhead 
 
The Tremain Street Trailhead is planned to be 
constructed on the site of an existing city parking 
area. This trailhead is included in the City of Mount 
Dora Trails Master Plan.  Figure 7-21 shows a 
conceptual design for this minor trailhead. The 
trailhead is planned to include restrooms, parking, 
and picnic facilities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wolf Branch Sink Preserve Trailhead 
 
The Wolf Branch Sink Preserve Trailhead is planned 
to be located on property owned by the Lake County 
Water Authority with access from Round Lake Road. 
This minor trailhead will provide restrooms, parking, 
and picnic areas. 
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Lake-Wekiva Trail Continued 
 

East Lake Community Park Trailhead 
 
This trailhead is planned to be part of the future East 
Lake Community Park.  Because of the statewide 
significance of the Lake-Wekiva Trail and the 
presence of the large regional park facilities, this 
trailhead is planned as a major trailhead.  In addition 
to parking, restrooms, and park facilities, a large park 
system kiosk and a potential concession area, 
including a potential retail store, are under 
consideration.  This trailhead would share the 
property with a future Lake County school and 
therefore will require close coordination to 
accommodate traffic circulation, security, and event 
parking.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails are those trails that typically connect 
the main trail to destinations that are not directly 
adjacent to the trail.  These trails range from 
sidewalks to shared-use trails, but are important in 
that they fill the gap between the trail and the 
destinations. 
 
Connector trails for the Lake-Wekiva Trail include 
the Round Lake Road Connector, the East Lake Park 
Connector, the Seminole Forest Trail, East Ridge 
Loop, and the West Orange Trail Connector.  These 
connectors are shown in Figures 7-19 and 7-20.  
 
The East Ridge Loop is a 12-foot-wide asphalt and 
concrete shared-use trail that will connect the Mount 
Dora neighborhoods on the north side of existing SR 
46 to the Lake-Wekiva Trail and the destinations on 
the east side of US 441.  Without this connection, 
these neighborhoods will need to travel east two 
miles, then south over a half mile, and then back west 
three miles in order to access Mount Dora.  This loop 
will save the residents of these neighborhoods five 
miles of travel distance.  Without the loop, it is 

unlikely that users will pursue recreational or 
transportation trips into Mount Dora via bicycle.  The 
loop begins just east of US 441.  Traveling north, the 
East Ridge Loop crosses under the future SR 46 and 
then travels east on the north side of SR 46 until it 
reaches Round Lake Road and the Round Lake Road 
Connector.   
 
The Round Lake Road Connector is planned as an 
eight-foot-wide concrete walkway that connects 
Round Lake Elementary to the Lake-Wekiva School.  
 
The East Lake Road Connector is planned as a 12-
foot-wide shared-use trail to be located adjacent to 
and within the right-of-way of CR 437 between the 
Lake-Wekiva Trail and the future East Lake Park.  
The distance would be less than a half mile.  East 
Lake Park is planned to be a major trailhead and this 
connector trail is vital to the trail system.   
 
The Seminole Forest Trail and the West Orange Trail 
Connectors are planned as 12 to 15 foot-wide shared-
use trails that would connect the Lake-Wekiva Trail 
to the Seminole Forest Trail and the West Orange 
Trail as part of the proposed Wekiva Parkway.   
 

 

437 
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7.1.9 Tav-Dora Trail 
 
The Tav-Dora Trail is planned to connect Tavares 
and Mount Dora.  The shared-use trail follows 
adjacent to the Florida Inland Railroad for most of the 
almost 7.0 mile distance.  Users will enjoy the view 
of Lake Dora as well as the parks, restaurants, and 
shops along the way.  The trail is anticipated to be 
implemented as part of the roadway improvements to 
Old US 441 between Dora Avenue and Coliseum 
Way.  A unique element of this trail is the Tremain 
Street Greenway.  Tremain Street is an existing low 
volume residential street that is planned to be 
converted to a one-way residential access road and a 
12-foot-wide shared-use trail.  Figure 7-24 shows the 
design concept.  Implementation of the Tremain 
Street Greenway will require analysis to 
accommodate parking for service vehicles, determine 
the direction of traffic flow, and aesthetic treatment 
of the corridor during the study and design phases.  
This trail concept is included in the Mount Dora 
Trails Master Plan.   
 
Trailheads 
 
Tremain Street Trailhead 
 
The Tremain Street Trailhead is planned to be 
constructed on the site of an existing city parking 
area. This trailhead is included in the City of Mount 
Dora Trails Master Plan.  Figure 7-21 shows a 
conceptual design for this minor trailhead. The 
trailhead is planned to include restroom, parking, and 
picnic facilities.   
 
Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails are those trails that typically connect 
the main trail to destinations that are not directly 
adjacent to the trail.  These trails range from 
sidewalks to shared-use trails, but are important in 
that they “fill the gap” between the trail and the 
destinations. 

 
Connector trails for the Tav-Dora Trail include the 
YMCA Connector and the Sylvan Shores Connector  

 
(location pictured above). Both of these trails are 
planned as eight-foot-wide concrete sidewalks.  
These connectors are shown in Figures 7-22 and 7-
23.  These connectors are planning concepts for 12-
foot-wide multi-use concepts that would ultimately 
provide options to connect to Marion and Sumter 
Counties. 
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The Tav-Dora Trail is planned to connect Tavares and Mount Dora.  The shared-use trail follows adjacent 
to the Florida Inland Railroad for most of the 5.4 mile distance.  Users will enjoy the view of Lake Dora as 
well as the parks, restaurants and shopping along the way.  The trail is anticipated to be implemented as 
part of the improvements to Old US 441 between Dora Avenue and Colliseum Way.  

A unique aspect of this trail is the Tremain Street Greenway      . Tremain Street is an existing low-volume 
residential street that will be converted to a one-way residential access driveway and a shared-use trail (see 
inset).  The Tremain Street Greenway will require consideration for service vehicle parking and direction 
of traffic flow during the study phase.    

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12 ft.
Surface:   Asphalt, Concrete 
Trail Manager:  Lake County, Tavares, Mount Dora
Length:   5.44 miles

                 Tav-Dora Trail Phase I - from North Lake Trail to Bay Road                                                                     (2.18 miles)
  
                 Tav-Dora Trail Phase II - from Bay Road to Colliseum Way                 (2.46 miles)

                 Tav-Dora Trail  Phase III - Alternative to  5   utilizing FIR railroad, Lake Shore Dr. to South Tremain St  (1.17miles)

                 Tav-Dora Trail Phase IIi - from Colliseum Way to Tremain Street               (0.39 miles)

                 Tremain Street Greenway - from 8th Avenue to  Tremain Street Trailhead        (0.41 miles)

 Sylvan Shores Connector- from Old 441 crossin Park Place to Sylvan Shores Park.(8’ sidewalk)            (0.10 miles)

                YMCA Connector - from Old US 441 to Winsled Boulevard. (8’ sidewalk)       (0.76 miles)

Associated Trails: Tav-Lee Trail (Phase I), Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail, North Lake Trail (Phase I), Lake-Wekiva Trail
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TAV-DORA TRAIL  - Alternatives for Phase I  from North Lake Trail to Dora Avenue                                                              (0.24 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded; Anticipated to be funded with North Lake Trail 
     - ROW: Not Started; Existing ROW on Old US 441 is insufficient and the widening study of Old US 441 did not include a trail.   
     - Design:  Not Funded; Anticipated to be funded with North Lake Trail
     - Construction:  Not Funded; Anticipated to be funded with North Lake Trail
     - Implementation Issues:  1a  and  1b  are alternative alignments to connect the Tav-Dora Trail to the North Lake Trail. An Interim 
                                               solution is to connect using signs and sidewalk until       or        can be constructed.

TAV-DORA TRAIL - Phase II  from Dora Avenue to Bay Road.                                                                                               (1.94 miles)
     - Study: Completed with the study for improvements to Old US 441
     - ROW: Trail to occupy Old US 441 ROW. 
     - Design:
     - Construction:

TAV-DORA TRAIL - Phase II  from Bay Road to Lake Shore Drive         (1.81 miles)
     - Study: Ongoing as part of study to improve Old US 441; scheduled for completion in 2008
     - ROW: Anticipated to be constructed within either the Old US 441 ROW or partially utilizing the railroad ROW.  
     - Design:
     - Construction: 
     - Implementation Issues: Requires coordination with improvements to Old US 441 and the FCR railroad.  Some conversations
       have occured with FCR railroad regarding Rails with Trails.  This coordination has not resulted in approval for the concept.
       The trail utilizes the proposed signal at Lake Shore Drive to provide an at-grade crossing of Old US 441.  

Not Funded; Anticipated to be funded in 10 Year Goal as part the roadway improvements to Old US 441.

Not Funded; Anticipated to be funded in 10 Year Goal as part the roadway improvements to Old US 441.

TAV-DORA TRAIL -   4a  from Lake Shore Drive to Tremain Street trailhead.                                                                      (0.65 miles)
                                   4b  from Lake Shore Drive to Colliseum Way.                                                                                     (1.17 miles)
     - Study: Ongoing; the trail is included in the continuing study for improvements to Old US 441.
     - ROW: Not Started 
     - Design: Design with Old US 441 improvements
     - Construction:  Construct with Old US 441 improvements
     - Implementation Issues: Anticipated to be designed & constructed with improvements to Old US441.  4b  alternative would be 
       combined with   6   to create a link to the Tremain Street Trail head.

TAV-DORA TRAIL -  from Old US 441 to 8th Street and continues to Tremain Street                                                          (0.37 miles)
     - Study: Funded 2009 by FDOT with Lake Wekiva Trail   
     - ROW: Anticipated to utilize Coliseum Way and 8th Street right of way.    
     - Design: 20 Year Funding Goal
     - Construction: 20 Year Funding Goal

TREMAIN STREET GREENWAY -  from 8th Street to Tremain Street Trailhead                                                                  (0.41 miles)
     - Study: Funded 2009 by FDOT   
     - ROW: Anticipated to utilize Tremain Street right of way.    
     - Design: 20 year Funding Goal
     - Construction: 20 Year Funding Goal

SYLVAN SHORES CONNECTOR -  from Old US 441 crossing at Park Place to Sylvan Shores Park.                                (0.10 miles)
     - Study:       Ongoing; the connector is included in the continuing study for improvements to old US441.
     - ROW: Not Funded.
     - Design: Not Funded.
     - Construction: Not Funded; 8’ sidewalk

YMCA CONNECTOR -  from Tav-Dora Trail at Old US 441 to YMCA .                                                                                 (0.76 miles)
     - Study: Not Funded.
     - ROW: Within Roadway Right of Way.
     - Design: Not Funded.
     - Construction: Not Funded; 8’ sidewalk

1a

     - Construction:  Not Funded; Anticipated to be funded with North Lake Trail
     - Implementation Issues:  1a  and  1b  are alternative alignments to connect the Tav-Dora Trail to the North Lake Trail. An Interim 1a

1b

4a  -   4a  from Lake Shore Drive to Tremain Street trailhead.                                                                      (0.65 miles)4a

4b
                                   4b  from Lake Shore Drive to Colliseum Way.                                                                                     (1.17 miles)
     - Study: Ongoing; the trail is included in the continuing study for improvements to Old US 441.

4b

     - Implementation Issues: Anticipated to be designed & constructed with improvements to Old US441.  4b  alternative would be 4b

     - Implementation Issues:  1a  and  1b  are alternative alignments to connect the Tav-Dora Trail to the North Lake Trail. An Interim 1b     - Implementation Issues:  1a  and  1b  are alternative alignments to connect the Tav-Dora Trail to the North Lake Trail. An Interim 
                                               solution is to connect using signs and sidewalk until       or        can be con1a
     - Implementation Issues:  1a  and  1b  are alternative alignments to connect the Tav-Dora Trail to the North Lake Trail. An Interim 
                                               solution is to connect using signs and sidewalk until       or        can be con1b
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7.1.10 South Lake to Citrus Ridge Trail 
 
The purpose of the South Lake to Citrus Ridge Trail 
is to connect neighborhoods, schools, parks, shops, 
and natural areas between the South Lake Trail and 
the Citrus Ridge area in south Lake County. This 
planned shared-use trail will eventually serve as a 
vital link to the communities of southeast Lake 
County.  This trail is planned to include over 18 miles 
of trails and include connections to Lake-Sumter 
Community College, the National Triathlon Training 
Center, and Orange County via Hartwood Marsh 
Road and Lake Louisa State Park. Implementation of 
this trail is anticipated to be included in several major 
roadway projects.  At the heart of the South Lake to 
Citrus Ridge Trail is the Lake Louisa State Park. 
Figures 7-25 and 7-26 describe the overall trail 
segments, locations, design concepts, major 
connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the South Lake to Citrus Ridge 
Trail. 
 
Trailheads 
 
Lake Louisa State Park Trailhead 
 
Lake Louisa State Park Trailhead is currently owned 
and operated by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection – State Parks.  As 
configured, this site requires a user fee to enter the 
park.   The Lake County Parks, Recreation and Trails 
Citizens Advisory Board has recommended that Lake 
County explore acquiring ownership of this property. 
 If the property is to be used as a trailhead, additional 
parking and restroom facilities would need to be 
constructed external to where park fees would be 
required.  Currently, several triathlons utilize the park 
throughout the year.  
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The purpose of the South Lake to Citrus Ridge Trail is to connect the neighborhoods, schools, parks, shopping, and 
natural areas between the South Lake Trail and the Citrus Ridge in South Lake County.  This planned shared-use trail 
will eventually serve as a link to the communities of southeast Lake County.  This trail is planned to include over 18 
miles of trails and include connections to Lake-Sumter Community College, the National Triathlon Training Center, 
Orange County via Hartwood Marsh Road Trail, and Lake Louisa State Park.  Implementation of this trail is anticipated 
to include the incorporation of the trail into several roadway widening projects. At the heart of the South Lake to Citrus 
Ridge Trail is the Lake Louisa State Park.

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12-14 ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  City of Tavares, City of Eustis
Length:   18.33 miles

 Citrus Ridge Trail - County Line to Hartwood Marsh Road                               (11.26 miles)

 Hancock Road Trail - US 27 to Hartwood Marsh Road                                       (1.33 miles)

 Hartwood Marsh Road Trail - Hancock Road to Hartle Road trail                       (2.41 miles)

 Hartle Road Trail - Hartwood Marsh Road to South Lake Trail                           (3.33 miles)

 Hartwood Marsh Road Connector - Hartle Road to Lake-Orange County Line  (1.07 miles)

Associated Trails:   South Lake Trail, Sugar Loaf Mtn. Trail, Green Swamp Connector           

 Citrus Ridge Trail - County Line to Hartwood Marsh Road                               (11.26 miles)1

 Hartle Road Trail - Hartwood Marsh Road to South Lake Trail                           (3.33 miles)5

 Citrus Ridge Trail - County Line to Hartwood Marsh Road                               (11.26 miles)2

 Hancock Road Trail - US 27 to Hartwood Marsh Road                                       (1.33 miles)3

 Hartwood Marsh Road Connector - Hartle Road to Lake-Orange County Line  (1.07 miles)6

 Hartwood Marsh Road Trail - Hancock Road to Hartle Road trail                       (2.41 miles)4
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CITRUS RIDGE TRAIL - Phase I from Lake - Polk County Line to Margaux Drive                                                              (4.23 miles)
 - Study: Not Funded
 - ROW: Not Funded; Anticipated to occupy US 27 and private development ROW. 
 - Design: Not Funded
 - Construction:  Not Funded

CITRUS RIDGE TRAIL - PHASE II from Margaux Drive to Hancock Road Extension   (Inside Lake Louisa State Park)   ( 7.03 miles)
 - Study:  Funded with 
 - ROW:  Not Started; Anticipated to occupy Lake Louisa State Park ROW.
 - Design:  Not Funded
 - Construction:  Not Funded

HANCOCK ROAD TRAIL - Phase I  from US 27 to Hartwood Marsh Road                                                                         (1.33 miles)
 - Study: Not Funded / 5 Year Goal 
 - ROW: Not Funded 
 - Design:  Not Funded / 5 Year Goal
 - Construction: Not Funded / 10 yr. Goal

Anticipated to be funded with Hancock Road Extension.

Anticipated to be funded with Hartwood Marsh Road widening project.

Anticipated to be funded with Hartwood Marsh Road widening project.

Anticipated to be funded with Hartle Road extension.

HARTWOOD MARSH  TRAIL - Phase I from Hancock Road to Hartle Road                                                                       (2.41 miles)
 - Study: Not Funded / 5 Year Goal 
 - ROW: Not Funded 
 - Design:  Not Funded / 10 Year Goal
 - Construction: Not Funded / 10 Year Goal 

HARTLE ROAD TRAIL - PHASE I from Hartwood Marsh Road to South Lake Trail                                                            (3.33 miles)
 - Study: Completed as part of Hartle Road Study 2006. 
 - ROW:  Not Started. 
 - Design:  Not Funded
 - Construction:  Not Funded

HARTWOOD MARSH CONNECTOR  - Phase I from Hartle Road to Orange County Line                                                 (1.07 miles)
 - Study: Not Funded / 5 Year Goal 
 - ROW: Not Funded 
 - Design:  Not Funded / 5 Year Goal
 - Construction: Not Funded / 10 Year Goal 
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7.1.11 North Lake Trail Phase I (Tavares 
to Eustis)  

 
The North Lake Trail begins at the Tavares Station 
Trailhead near Wooten Park in Tavares and ends just 
north of Ferran Park in Eustis.  This five mile shared-
use trail connects the communities of Tavares and 
Eustis.  Phase I is the first step toward construction of 
the 29 mile North Lake Trail that will ultimately 
connect Tavares to Astor and Ocala National Forest.  
This shared-use trail will eventually connect 
neighborhoods, schools, parks, and natural areas to 
scenic views of Lake Eustis and the downtowns of 
Eustis and Tavares.  Users will enjoy the occasional 
slow moving train as they travel adjacent to one of 
the few remaining active railroads in Lake County. 
Figures 7-27 and 7-28 describe the overall trail 
segments, locations, design concepts, major 
connector trails, implementation approach, and 
estimated cost for the North Lake Trail Phase I. 
 
Trailheads 
 
Ferran Park Trailhead 
 
This trailhead is proposed to be located at Ferran Park 
which is an existing city park with restrooms, 
parking, a playground, and picnic facilities.  The 
boardwalk overlooking Lake Eustis will provide a 
nice rest at this minor trailhead.   
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! ! ! ! ! PLANNING CONCEPT
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Data source: Lake County GIS 2006-2007 
Map prepared by: Inwood Consulting Engineers

The North Lake Trail, Phase I begins at the Tavares Station Trailhead near Wooten Park in Tavares and ends 
just north of Farran Park in Eustis.  The trail connects the communities of Tavares and Eustis.  This planned 
8.4 miles shared-use trail is the first phase of the North Lake Trail.  When completed the North Lake Trail will 
provide Lake County access to the Ocala National Forest. This first phase will eventually connect neighbor-
hoods, schools, parks and natural areas to scenic views of Lake Eustis and the Ocala National Forest.  Users 
will enjoy the occasional slow moving train as they travel adjacent to one of the few remaining active 
railroads in Lake County.

Trail type:   Regional Multi-use
Width:   12 ft. - 15 ft.
Surface:   Asphalt
Trail Manager:  City of Tavares, City of Eustis

Length:   2.5 miles

 North Lake Trail Phase I - Tavares Station to Old US 441                                           (1.00 miles)

 North Lake Trail Phase I -  Old US 441 to South Mount Homer Road                         (1.45 miles)

                North Lake Trail Phase I -  South Mount Homer Road to US 441                                (0.16 miles)

 North Lake Trail Phase I -  US 441 to  West Atwater Avenue                                      (1.76 miles)

 North Lake Trail Phase I -  West Atwater Avenue to West Bates Avenue                   (1.42 miles)

                        Associated Connector Trails -  See Implementation Sheet 

Associated Trails:        Tav-Lee Trail, Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail, Tav-Dora Trail,North Lake Trail Phase 2 

1

4

7

2

5a 5b

                        Associated Connector Trails -  See Implementation Sheet 8                        Associated Connector Trails -  See Implementation Sheet 9                        Associated Connector Trails -  See Implementation Sheet 10
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NORTH LAKE TRAIL -  from Tavares Station to Main Street                                                                                             (0.44 miles)
     - Study:
     - ROW:  
     - Design:
     - Construction:

NORTH LAKE TRAIL  - from Main Street to Lake Frances      (0.28 miles)
     - Study:  Not Funded; 5 Year Goal
     - ROW:  Not Started.  Anticipated to occupy Rail Road ROW.
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction:  Not Funded
     - Implementation Issues: Required coordination with CSX as a Rails with Trails Project.   

NORTH LAKE TRAIL -  from Lake Frances to South Mount Homer Road                                                                         (0.41 miles)
     - Study: 
     - ROW: 
     - Design:
     - Construction:

NORTH LAKE TRAIL -  Alternatives from South Mount Homer Road to US 441
                                                (0.25 miles)           (0.25 miles)
     - Study:  Not Funded; 5 Year Goal 
     - ROW:  Not Funded;  5b   Rail Road ROW.
     - Design: Not Funded;
     - Construction: Not Funded
     - Implementation:  5b   at-grade crossing for the trail at Huffstetler Drive.   5b   utilizes a pedestrian overpass.
NORTH LAKE TRAIL -  from US 441 to West Atwater Avenue                                                                                     (1.41 miles)
     - Study: 
     - ROW: 
     - Design: 
     - Construction: 
NORTH LAKE TRAIL -  from West Atwater Avenue to West Bates Avenue                                                                  (1.76 miles)
     - Study:  Not Funded; 5 Year Goal
     - ROW:  Not Funded; Anticipated to occupy Rail Road right of way. 
     - Design: Not Funded
     - Construction: Not Funded

 Fred Stover Park Connector, Florida Hospital Trail, Eustis Elementary Connector:   
                         (0.19 miles)         (0.75 miles)                                  (0.51 miles)
     - Study:       Not Funded,         Existing 10’ wide Paved Trail,      Ongoing; Scheduled for completion in 2008 w/ Roadway Study
     - ROW:        Park Property,      with New Development,               roadway ROW
     - Design:  Not Funded
     - Construction: Not Funded
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Trails to be Planned, Designed and Constructed as part of the Tavares Water Front Re-Development.

Anticipated to be Designed and Constructed by New Development.

Anticipated to be Designed and Constructed by New Development.

EXISTING TRAIL

WITH ROADWAY CONSTRUCTION

STAND ALONE
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TBD
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Data source: Lake County GIS 2006-2007 

Map prepared by: Inwood Consulting Engineers
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North Lake Trail Phase I Continued 
 

Connector Trails 
 
Connector trails are those trails that typically connect 
the main trail to destinations that are not directly 
adjacent to the trail.  These trails range from 
sidewalks to shared-use trails, but are important in 
that they fill the gap between the trail and the 
destinations. 
 
Connector trails for North Lake Trail Phase I include 
the Fred Stover Sports Complex Connector, the 
Florida Hospital Connector, and the Eustis Heights 
Elementary Connector.  These connectors are shown 
in Figures 7-27 and 7-28.   
 
The connector to the Fred Stover Sports Complex is 
planned as a 12-foot-wide shared-use trail due to 
anticipated use of this trail.  The connector to the 
Florida Hospital Trail (location pictured below) is  

 

planned as an eight-foot-wide concrete sidewalk to 
match the existing walkway near the Florida Hospital.  
 
The Eustis Heights Elementary Connector (location 
pictured below) is planned as a 12-foot-wide concrete 

sidewalk and is currently included in the concept 
plans for the widening of David Walker Boulevard.   
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7.2 Trail Planning Concepts 
 
Trail Planning Concepts were developed for those 
trails that were not included in the 20 Year Funding 
Goal for the Lake County Trails Master Plan. While 
following sections provide an overview of the intent 
of each of the major trails, they are outside of the 
planning horizon and were not closely evaluated.  
The intent is to describe the general trail purpose and 
draw a concept for inclusion in the GIS database.  
These GIS lines can then be used and modified to 
both guide the development of the trail and to provide 
sufficient flexibility to allow changes in the future to 
address the many changes that will occur in Lake 
County in years outside the planning horizon. The 
following trails are considered planning concepts by 
the Lake County Trails Master Plan.   
 
7.2.1 North Lake Trail Phase II and III 

(Eustis to SR 40) 
 
North Lake Trail Phase II begins just north of Ferran 
Park in Eustis and ends at CR 42 in Umatilla. North 
Lake Trail Phase III begins at CR 42 in Umatilla and 
ends at SR 40 in Astor.  Together, these trails connect 
the communities of Eustis, Umatilla, Altoona, and 
Astor.  These trails will eventually provide the 
gateway to Ocala National Forest. Starting in Eustis, 
Phase II is planned to occupy the active CSX railroad 
right-of-way until it reaches the end of the active 
railroad near CR 450A.  At CR 450A, the trail 
crosses SR 19 to the east side of the road and 
continues north adjacent to and within the right-of-
way of SR 19 until it reaches Bulldog Way. At 
Bulldog Way, Phase III begins.  Phase III is a 
planning concept that was not studied in great detail.  
The trail is planned to cross SR 19 at Bulldog Way 
and continue north on the west side of SR 19 making 
use of the old railroad right-of-way as much as 
possible.  Most of this old railroad right-of-way is 
now privately owned but substantial sections are 
unimproved and could be available for construction 
of the trail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Just north of the Ocala National Forest Service Office 
and Visitor Service, the old railroad veers away from 
SR 19.  This section of old railroad starting near 
Ravenswood Road and ending at Railroad Grade 
Road is generally referred to as the Ravenswood Trail 
(pictured below).  

The Ravenswood Trail is an existing unpaved trail.  
Phase III would continue to follow Railroad Grade 
Road north until it reaches CR 455A.  A future grade 
separated pedestrian overpass would allow trail users 
to cross SR 19.  The trail would continue north 
following CR 455A until it reached SR 40 in Astor.   
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North Lake Trail Phase II and III Continued 
 
 

Several opportunities for trailheads exist.  The owner 
of the Lake Pearl community just north of Astor 
approached the project team about exploring the 
possibility of a trailhead within the community.  Lake 
County is currently planning a regional park, North 
Lake Park, to be located just west of this trail on the 
north side of CR 450.  The site would make for a very 
good trailhead.  Also, the Ocala National Forest 
Visitor Center (pictured below) and Umatilla Park 

(pictured below) just south of Golden Gem Drive 
could be utilized as a minor trailhead.   



Section 7.0 – Trails 
 

Trails Master Plan 
July 15, 2008  

7-57

 
 

7.2.2 Black Bear Scenic Trail (SR 40) 
 
Black Bear Scenic Trail is planned to be a 7.75 mile 
long shared-use trail connecting Volusia County to 
Marion County across the northern tip of Lake 
County, adjacent to SR 40.  Users will enjoy the wide 
expanses of natural areas with ultimate connections to 
St. Johns River, Ocklawaha River, and Ocala 
National Forest, home of the largest sand scrub 
habitat in the world. This planning concept is 
included in the Black Bear Scenic Highway Concept 
and will be further studied, designed, and constructed 
with any future roadway widening projects for SR 40. 
Implementation of this project will require the 
coordination of the FDOT and the United States 
Forest Service.  Potential trailheads include Astor 
Lions Park and Wildcat Lake Park.   
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7.2.3 General James A. Van Fleet State 
Trail (Van Fleet Trail) 

 
Van Fleet Trail is an existing 29 mile, paved shared-
use trail through the heart of the Green Swamp. This 
trail is owned and managed by the FDEP-OGT.  The 
trail includes equestrian facilities.  Users will enjoy 
the abundance of wildlife and tranquility associated 
with this remote trail.  Two trailheads are located 
within the vicinity of this trail: Mabel Trailhead and 
Bay Lake Trailhead.  Mabel Trailhead provides 
parking and restroom facilities and is accessed from 
SR 50.  Bay Lake Trailhead provides parking and 
restroom facilities and is accessed from CR 565, 
south of SR 50 and Groveland.    
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7.3 Minor Shared-Use Trails 
 
Minor shared-use trails are considered the arterials of 
the Lake County Trails Network.  They are 
characterized by their interconnection to regional 
shared-use paths within Lake County but do not 
necessarily link statewide trails directly to each other. 
These trails are generally 12 feet in width and consist 
of an asphalt or concrete surface.  While these trails 
will function as local trails to connect destinations, 
such as schools, parks, downtown areas and natural 
areas, to communities and neighborhoods, the 
primary purpose of these trails is to provide 
countywide interconnectivity between the local trails 
and destinations.  These trails are generally of 
sufficient length and quality to attract users from 
other areas of the county or other areas of the state as 
a stand-alone destination and, therefore, require 
trailheads to provide parking and restroom facilities.  
 
7.3.1 Lake Apopka Loop Trail 
 
In 2002, Friends of Lake Apopka prepared a 
Greenways and Trails Master Plan for the Lake 
Apopka Loop.  This document provided planning 
level detail for a system of trails to circumnavigate 
Lake Apopka.  The trail system would utilize portions 
of the West Orange Trail, South Lake Trail, Green 
Mountain Scenic By-way Trail, Ferndale Connector, 
and Clay Island Trail.  This proposed loop is a long-
term vision but is actively underway through the 
efforts of a number of active Lake County residents. 
The Lake Apopka Loop will ultimately connect eight 
planned destinations, including eco-tourism sites, into 
a trail system of over 75 miles.  The portion of the 
Lake Apopka Loop that is located in Lake County is 
shown below and included in the GIS database 
developed for this project. Lake Apopka Loop, as 
published in the Lake Apopka – Greenways and 
Trails Master Plan, is shown in Figure 7-29.    

 

The Lake Apopka Loop would not necessarily be 
entirely paved.  Portions, especially across the Clay 
Island area and the working portions of the SJRWMD 
- Lake Apopka Restoration Area, would require 
unpaved trails. Each trail segment will need to be 
designed in accordance with the setting, which could 
vary from a paved trail in more urban areas to an 
elevated boardwalk if the trail is crossing wetlands or 
environmentally sensitive areas.  The estimated cost 
to conduct a PD&E Study for this trail within Lake 
County is $600,000.  Estimated design and 
construction costs would depend on which route was 
selected as the preferred alternative.   Estimated costs 
for construction would depend upon which surface 
treatment was used and the number and lengths of 
boardwalks.  See Section 6.0 of this report for 
additional information on estimating trail costs. 
 
An electronic copy of the Lake Apopka – Greenways 
and Trails Master Plan, dated January 2002, is 
located in the Project DVD under the category of 
Supporting Documents.  
 
7.3.2 Green Swamp Connector Trail 
 
The purpose of the Green Swamp Connector Trail is 
to connect Citrus Ridge Trail to Van Fleet Trail.  This 
8.5 mile planning concept is planned to be designed 
and constructed as part of any improvements to CR 
474.  Green Swamp Connector Trail is shown in 
below and included in the GIS database. The 
estimated study cost for this trail is $200,000. The 
estimated design cost for this trail as a stand-alone 
trail is $650,000.  The estimated cost to construct this 
8.5 mile trail is $ 6,500,000.  There is currently no 
funding for study, design, or construction of this trail.  
 
 
 



BASIN BOUNDARY

PROPOSED GREENWAYS & TRAILS

LAKE MINNEOLA SCENIC TRAIL

WEST ORANGE TRAIL

WOT EXTENSION

TRAIL SEGMENTSA

LAKE APOPKA LOOP GREEWAYS
AND TRAIL MASTER PLAN - JANUARY 2002
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FIGURE
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7.3.3 Lake-Yale Loop Trail 
 
The Lake-Yale Loop is a planning concept to create a 
trail that would start at the Tav-Lee Trail near Sleepy 
Hollow Road, travel north to Emerelda Marsh, then 
east to Saw Grass Island, and finally connect to the 
North Lake Trail near CR 42.  This minor trail is 
estimated to be 24.2 miles in length. Each trail 
segment will need to be designed in accordance with 
the setting, which could vary between a paved trail in 
more urban areas, an elevated boardwalk if the trail is 
crossing wetlands or environmentally sensitive areas, 
or an unpaved trail within Emerelda Marsh or Saw 
Grass Island Preserve.  This trail is considered very 
conceptual and is not funded for study, design, or 
construction.  The estimated study cost for this trail is 
$800,000. Estimated design and construction costs 
would depend on which route was selected as the 
preferred alternative.  Estimated costs for 
construction would depend upon which surface 
treatment was used and the number and lengths of 
boardwalks. See Section 6.0 of this report for 
additional information on estimating trail costs.   

 
7.3.4 Lake-Volusia Trail 
 
The Lake-Volusia Trail is a planning concept to 
create a trail that would start at the North Lake Trail 
in Altoona and follow CR 42 to Volusia County and 
the Spring-to-Spring Trail. This minor trail is 
estimated to be nine miles in length. The trail would 
provide connections to the Florida Scenic Trail, the 
Paisley Trails, Ocala National Forest, Seminole State 
Forest, and the communities of Altoona, Paisley, and 
DeLand.  The trail could ultimately be designed to 
follow adjacent to and within the right-of-way, or 
meander through appropriate sections, of Ocala 
National Forest and Seminole State Forest. The 
general location of this planning concept is shown to 
the right.  Each trail segment will need to be designed 
in accordance with the setting, which could vary 

between a paved trail adjacent to CR 42 near 
Altoona, an elevated boardwalk if the trail is crossing 
wetlands or environmentally sensitive areas, or an 
unpaved trail within Ocala National Forest or 
Seminole State Forest.   
 

 

This trail is considered very conceptual and is not 
funded for study, design, or construction.  The 
estimated cost to conduct a study for this trail is 
$400,000. Estimated design and construction costs 
would depend on which route was selected as the 
preferred alternative. Estimated costs for construction 
would also depend upon which surface treatment was 
used and the number and lengths of boardwalks. See 
Section 6.0 of this report for additional information 

 

on estimating trail costs.   
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7.3.5 Seminole State Forest Trail 
 
Seminole State Forest Trail is a planning concept to 
create a trail that would start at the Lake Wekiva 
Trail near CR 46A.  It would follow adjacent to and 
within the right-of-way of the proposed reconstructed 
CR 46A, as shown in the Wekiva Parkway PD&E 
Study completed by the FDOT in 2008, north to SR 
44. From SR 44, the trail would travel northeast along 
SR 44 until it reached Seminole State Forest property 
located on the north side of SR 44 just northeast of 
CR 44A. The trail would then traverse Seminole State 
Forest in the direction of Lake Norris Conservation 
Area and then turn north until it reached the Lake-
Volusia Trail at CR 42. This minor trail is estimated 
to be 13.5 miles in length. The trail would provide 
connections to the Florida Scenic Trail, the Paisley 
trails, Lake-Wekiva Trail, and the natural areas of 
Ocala National Forest, Seminole State Forest, and 
Lake Norris Conservation Area.  The alignment of 
this trail would ultimately be designed to meander 
across appropriate areas of the publicly owned 
conservation areas and adjacent to and within the 
right-of-way of SR 44 and CR 46A. The preliminary 
location of this planning concept is shown below.   

 

Each trail segment will need to be designed in 
accordance with the setting, which could vary 
between a paved trail adjacent to SR 44, an elevated 
boardwalk if the trail is crossing wetlands or 
environmentally sensitive areas, or an unpaved trail 
within Ocala National Forest or Seminole State 
Forest.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This trail is considered very conceptual and is not 
funded for study, design, or construction.  The 
estimated cost to conduct a study for this trail is 
$600,000. Estimated design and construction costs 
would depend on which route was selected as the 
preferred alternative. Estimated costs for construction 
would also depend upon which surface treatment was 
used and the number and lengths of boardwalks. See 
Section 6.0 of this report for additional information 
on estimating trail costs.  
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7.3.6 Green Mountain Scenic Byway 
Trail 

 

In 2008, the Town of Montverde completed the 
Green Mountain Scenic Byway Corridor Master Plan. 
The Master Plan included a Recreation and Open 
Space Element including multi-use trails. The Green 
Mountain Scenic By-way Trail was included, which 
connected the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail to 
Montverde, followed the existing trail in Montverde, 
and then generally followed CR 455 and the old 
railroad grade north passed the Ferndale Preserve and 
the Clay Island Trailhead to re-connect to the Sugar 
Loaf Mountain Trail at the Clay Island Restoration 
Area.  This trail is shown below and included in the 
GIS database developed for this project.  Figure 7-30 
shows the Recreation and Open Space Plan 
developed as part of the Green Mountain Scenic 
Byway Corridor Master Plan.  

 
The Green Mountain Scenic By-way Trail is 
anticipated to be a 12-foot-wide paved shared-use 
trail to match the existing shared-use trail near 
downtown Montverde. The Ferndale Connector, 
discussed in Section 7.1.7 of this report, includes the 
northern segment of the Green Mountain Scenic 
Byway Trail as identified in the Corridor Master 
Plan.  It also incorporates the Clay Island Trailhead 
and the Ferndale Preserve Trailhead. These trailheads 
are discussed in greater detail in Section 7.1.7 of this 
report as well.  The estimated cost to conduct a 
PD&E Study for the Green Mountain Scenic Byway 
Trail is $600,000.  Estimated design and construction 
costs would depend on which route was selected as 
the preferred alternative. Estimated costs for 
construction would depend upon which surface 
treatment was chosen and the preferred alignment 
since a number of retaining walls would likely be 
needed due to the topography. See Section 6.0 of this 
report for additional information on estimating trail 
costs. 
 

An electronic copy of the Green Mountain Scenic 
Byway Corridor Master Plan, dated January 2008, is 
located is located in the Project DVD under 
Supporting Documents.  
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7.3.7 Central Lakes Trail 
 
The Central Lakes Trail is a planning concept to 
create a trail that would start in Leesburg at the Lake 
Denham Trail near CR 33 and travel east utilizing a 
combination of roadway right-of-way adjacent to CR 
48 and new development to traverse central Lake 
County around the southern shore of Lake Harris.  
Traveling through Howie-in-the-Hills, the trail could 
either continue south along the general alignment of 
SR 19 to CR 455 and then east to the Sugar Loaf 
Mountain Trail, or it could turn north on SR 19 across 
Lake Harris and then east on CR 448 passed Lake 
Idamere Park to the Sugar Loaf Mountain Trail.  
 
The general location of this planning concept is 
shown below.  A trail study would be required to set 
the preferred alignment. 
 
This trail is considered very conceptual and is not 
funded for study, design or construction.  The 
estimated cost to conduct a study for this trail is 
$500,000. Estimated design and construction costs 
would depend on which route was selected as the 
preferred alternative. See Section 6.0 of this report for 
additional information on estimating trail costs.  

 
7.4 Local Trails and Community 

Walkways 
 
Local trails and community walkways are considered 
the collector and distributors of the Lake County 
Trails Network, connecting neighborhoods to local 
destinations and regional and minor Lake County 
shared-use trails. Although they are identified on the 
Lake County Trails Master Plan Map, these trails are 
largely the responsibility of the local municipality or 
community and will not be included in the 
prioritization process for the Lake County Trails 
Master Plan.  While community walkways utilize 

regional shared-use trails for connectivity, the focus 
for these trails is their connection between the “front 
door” of residences and local destinations and places 
of work.  These trails are 8 to 10 feet in width and 
consist of an asphalt or concrete surface.  Because 
many of them will be constructed adjacent to 
roadway corridors, they will often include transit 
connectivity.  These trails, together with surface type 
and width, are included in the GIS database for this 
project. 
 
Several local master plans were used to develop the 
list of local trails and community walkways include 
the following: 
 
 Leesburg Trails Master Plan; 
 Mount Dora Trails Master Plan; 
 Green Mountain Scenic Byway Corridor Master 

Plan; 
 Lake Apopka-Greenways and Trails Master Plan; 

and 
 Eustis Trails Master Plan (Draft). 

 

 
In addition to these documents, the project team 
interviewed all 14 incorporated municipalities for 
existing and planned local trails.  Figure 7-31 shows 
the identified existing local trails in Lake County.   
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7.5 Blueways 
 
Lake County currently has 149.5 miles of blueways 
designated.  The existing blueway system is shown in 
Figure 7-32.  A blueway is similar to a hiking trail. 
Physical and geo-positioned markers guide trail users 
through the waterways. An ideal blueway trail also 
includes an abundance of scenery and wildlife, as 
well as easy canoe and kayak access. The Lake 
County Community Blueways Project identified 
scenic waterways that feature nearby amenities for 
paddlers. Eight trails are within the areas of the St. 
Johns River, Golden Triangle, Palatlakaha Basin, and 
Oklawaha Basin. 
 
Each zone offers a different experience for trail users. 
For example, Golden Triangle Run skirts along the 
lakefronts of Tavares and Mount Dora and is a 
shorter trail suitable for casual or novice users. 
Several of the St. Johns River trails are categorized as 
“wilderness” blueways because these runs are located 
in remote, undeveloped areas and offer paddlers 
hiking and camping opportunities. 
 
Blueways involve significant partnerships with the 
Lake County Water Authority; the cities of Leesburg, 
Mount Dora, and Tavares; and the Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office. 
 
The permitting process for Lake County’s Blueways 
designation includes approvals from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Coast Guard. 
The Blueways designation also requires the ability to 
respond to waterborne search and rescue situations, 
which the Lake County Sheriff’s Office has had the 
ability to do for some time. 
 
In addition to benefiting Lake County residents, the 
Lake County community blueways attract visiting 
paddlers to the county.   
 
7.6 Park and Nature Trails 
 
These trails are often the most scenic trails and are 
constructed to blend as much as possible into the 
natural surroundings and to minimize their impact on 
the surrounding ecosystems.  The design should 
avoid wetlands and remove only the vegetation 
absolutely necessary to provide the clear area for a 
trail.  Curvilinear trails that follow natural contours 
and lay gently on the land are preferred. Surface 
types for this trail type are hardened earth or a 
boardwalk.   
 

Data regarding existing nature trails was collected 
from the FDEP-OGT, local municipalities, and the 
Lake County Water Authority.  Currently, Lake 
County has over 180 miles of park and nature trails, 
including a 34 mile section of the Florida Scenic 
Trail.  Figure 5-1 shows the existing park and nature 
trails.  This report did not explore any additional 
opportunities for park and nature trails.  These trails 
are included in the GIS database developed for this 
project.  

 

7.7 Paved Shoulders 
 
Paved shoulders are often used by AASHTO Class A 
bicyclists for transportation and long distance 
recreational travel.  An important element of the 
willingness of Class A riders to use bicycles as 
transportation is the presence of continuous paved 
shoulders throughout the length of their planned trip. 
For these types of trips, gaps in the existing paved 
shoulders discourage use.  Figure 7-33 was developed 
based on information from the Lake County Public 
Works Department and the Lake-Sumter MPO, to 
show roads with paved shoulders in Lake County.  
From these maps, gaps in the system can be easily 
identified.  The emphasis areas shown in Figure 7-33 
are gaps in connectivity between otherwise bikeable 
roadways and should be considered for adding paved 
shoulders.   
 
Lake County is the home of the National Triathlon 
Training Center and is a destination for roadway 
cycling due to the rolling terrain and abundance of 
low volume roads.  As traffic has increased in volume 
on these roads, the County has placed an increased 
emphasis on providing paved shoulders.  Not only 
has Lake County added a requirement to provide 
three-foot-wide minimum, paved shoulders for all 
new arterial roadways, but it has pursued an active 
paved shoulder retrofit program which, together with 
state roads, has resulted in over 270 miles of paved 
shoulders along county and state roadways.  
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o
Typical Blueways Marker (Sign)

County Parks
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!! Marker Locations

Map Revised January 2007

Blue Creek Run 1 29° 12.122' N
081° 34.665' W

2 29° 11.925' N
081° 33.889' W

3 29° 10.778' N
081° 32.657' W

Stagger Mud Lake Run 1 29° 07.093' N
081° 30.554' W

2 29° 06.133' N
081° 30.053' W

3 29° 05.995' N
081° 30.233' W

4 29° 05.642' N
081° 30.147' W

St. Francis / Dead River Run 1 29° 00.559' N
081° 23.059' W

2 29° 01.184' N
081° 23.482' W

3 29° 01.443' N
081° 23.690' W

4 29° 01.983' N
081° 24.266' W

5 29° 02.142' N
081° 24.727' W

6 29° 02.253' N
081° 25.052' W

Palatlakaha Run 1 28° 30.289' N
081° 44.935' W

2 28° 30.117' N
081° 44.846' W

3 28° 28.954' N
081° 45.263' W

4 28° 27.766' N
081° 44.937' W

5 28° 28.460' N
081° 43.157' W

6 28° 30.789' N
081° 45.259' W

7 28° 31.061' N
081° 45.505' W

8 28° 31.373' N
081° 45.466' W

9 28° 32.686' N
081° 47.023' W

10 28° 33.919' N
081° 46.634' W

11 28° 33.513' N
081° 46.334' W

12 28° 34.871' N
081° 47.192' W

Lake Griffin Run 1 28° 48.883' N
081° 52.173' W

2 28° 49.260' N
081° 52.025' W

3 28° 49.329' N
081° 52.266' W

4 28° 51.658' N
081° 53.181' W

5 28° 50.134' N
081° 51.814' W

6 28° 51.575' N
081° 49.751' W

7 28° 49.885' N
081° 50.342' W

Helena Run 1 28° 47.146' N
081° 53.200' W

2 28° 46.124' N
081° 52.666' W

3 28° 45.751' N
081° 53.149' W

4 28° 45.742' N
081° 53.450' W

5 28° 45.954' N
081° 54.039' W

6 28° 46.209' N
081° 54.762' W

Lake Harris Run 1 28° 42.597' N
081° 44.785' W

2 28° 41.683' N
081° 45.278' W

3 28° 45.011' N
081° 46.759' W

4 28° 47.312' N
081° 49.889' W

Golden Triangle Run 1 28° 48.682' N
081° 46.279' W

2 28° 49.139' N
081° 45.573' W

3 28° 48.692' N
081° 44.544' W

4 28° 48.468' N
081° 44.507' W

5 28° 47.782' N
081° 44.157' W

6 28° 48.037' N
081° 43.589' W

7 28° 47.593' N
081° 38.650' W

Blueways Sign GPS Locations
RUN SIGN

NO.
GPS

COORDINATES RUN SIGN
NO.

GPS
COORDINATES RUN SIGN

NO.
GPS
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NO.
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Paved Shoulders Continued 
 
The FDOT also requires paved shoulders to be 
constructed with widening or new construction of 
state roads. US 441 and SR 44 are both currently 
being widened and will provide paved shoulders upon 
construction. 
 
Many of the gaps in the paved shoulder system exist 
because the existing roadways were constructed prior 
to the requirements to provide paved shoulders.  In 
some urban situations, the addition of shoulders 
would be extremely costly due to right-of-way 
constraints.   
 




