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Department of Public Resources
Parks & Trails Division

315 W. Main St., Tavares, FL 32778 
Phone: (352) 343-9648 

Dead River 
Road Regional 

Stormwater 
Pond

Size: 8.6 acres

General location: east of Dead River 
Road, near Lake Harris 

Purchase price: $1.165 million  
(joint acquisition with Stormwater Division)

Ellis Acres 
Reserve

Size: 411 acres

General location: south of County Road 
42 in the Paisley community

Purchase price: $6.553 million

Helena Run 
Preserve

Size: 18 acres

General location: east of U.S. Highway 
27 on Helena Run and Lake Harris

Purchase price: $ 123,840

Lady Lake 
Preserve

Size: 63.94 acres

General location: west of Grays Airport 
Road near the Town of Lady Lake

Purchase price: $214,000

Lake May 
Reserve

Size: 136 acres

General location: northeast of the City of
Eustis on County Road 44A

Purchase price: $6.2 million

Mt. Plymouth 
Lakes

Size: 184 acres

General location: Mount Plymouth 
community

Purchase price: donation

Northeast Lake 
County Scrub 

Preserve

Size: 60 acres

General location: north of Royal Trails 
near the Seminole State Forest 

Purchase price: $950,000

The Pasture 
Reserve

Size: 809 acres

General location: Lake Erie Road in the 
Green Swamp

Purchase price: $6.676 million

South Pine 
Lakes Reserve

Size: 128 acres

General location: Pine Lakes community 
adjacent to Seminole State Forest 

Purchase price: $985,250

Size: 1,584 acres in Lake and Orange counties

General location: East Lake County, near the community  
of Mount Plymouth (Neighborhood Lakes)  

Lake County’s portion: $5 million

Other agencies:  
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, St. Johns 

River Water Management District, Orlando-Orange  
County Expressway Authority and Orange County.

P r o P e r t y 
G r a n t s

Size: 200 acres 

General location: County Road 561 to the west 
of Lake Minneola
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Properties acquired were evaluated based on criteria which encompassed three areas of primary 
concern: enhancing water resources, protecting environmentally sensitive lands and providing potential 
passive recreational lands.

t h e  c r i t e r i a  i n c l u D e : 
•	 Significant	area	of	documented	 

high-recharge rates 

•	 Water	bodies	or	wetlands	capable	of	
protecting	natural	floodplain	functions	and	
preventing	or	reducing	flood	damage	

•	 Aquifers,	springs	and/or	significant	geological	
features	are	present	

•	 Potential	for	water-resource	enhancement	

•	 Protects, maintains or enhances populations 
of	listed	species	

•	 Protects one or more biological communities 

•	 Maintains or enhances natural  
systems corridors 

•	 Connects two or more otherwise unconnected 
conservation lands 

•	 Potential	for	resource-based,	public-use	
opportunities, including, but not limited to, 
greenways, blueways and trails 

•	 Connects two or more otherwise unconnected 
greenways,	blueways,	parks,	public	facilities	
or trails 

•	 Multiple-use	potential	for	resource	based	
and	user-oriented	recreational	facilities	and	
programs 

•	 Contributes to green space, scenic vistas or 
acts	as	a	development	buffer	

•	 Contains	significant	historical,	archeological	
and/or	cultural	sites

On Nov. 2, 2004, Lake County voters approved a public-lands referendum by more than 70 percent. The 

citizens of Lake County voted for up to an additional one-third millage to allow the County to issue $36 million 

in bonds for the acquisition and improvement of land to protect drinking water, improve water quality of rivers 

and lakes, protect open space and provide passive recreation areas.

The Public Lands Management Program was created in September 2005 to assist the Public Land Acquisition 

Advisory Council with preparing and recommending policies to guide the acquisition and management of 

public lands, both environmental and recreational. The 11-member advisory council included individuals 

knowledgeable in the fields of geology, biology, local history, archaeology, recreation, business and the 

County’s geography and culture. The advisory council was dissolved in April 2011 having fulfilled its purpose.
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