
  
Sales Surtax Oversight Advisory Committee 

October 5, 2015 
 
 

Committee Members Present:    
 Carey Baker      
 Barbara Lehman       
 Keith Mullins     
 Scott Smith 
 Bill Smith 
 Rachel Holtzclaw 
        
Also Present: 
  

Wendy Taylor, County Manager’s Office 
 David Heath, County Manager 
 Todd Thornton – Budget Office 
 Diana Johnson, County Attorney’s Office 
  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. in the Lake County Board Chambers in the County 
Administration Building, Tavares, Florida, by Keith Mullins, Chairman. 
 
It was announced that this meeting was properly advertised and that a quorum was present to 
conduct business. 
 
The committee reviewed the submitted information.  Additional information was requested from 
the following cities: 
 

o Clermont –The committee stated that paint was not an allowable use of the tax and that 
the city’s form needed to reflect the change. The city submitted a revised report. 

o Eustis – The committee asked what the life span is of the street reseal, that landscaping 
was not an allowable use and that their reserves needed to be noted on page one.  The 
city submitted a revised report and stated that the life span of the reseal is 8 -9 
years. 

o Leesburg – The committee asked for more information regarding the Sleepy Hollow 
Playground resurfacing.  They specifically asked what the material was there currently 
and what were they replacing it with.  The city stated that the playground has a 
rubberized mat under the equipment and they are replacing it with a similar 
product. 

o Minneola – The committee asked where this project was in their five year plan and when 
did they actually plan on starting the project.  The city stated they are designing the 
project this year and plan on constructing it next year. 

o Mt. Dora – The committee stated that the outside painting of various facilities and the 
upkeep are not allowable uses of the tax and that the city’s form needed to reflect the 
change. The city submitted a revised form. 

 
 
Ms. Holtzclaw had a concern regarding the committee’s responsibility as to the approved budget 
compared to how the money is actually spent.  She stated she had compared the City of Eustis’ 
forms to their financial statements and they do not match.  Mr. Mullins commented that cities 
have events that occur for various reasons in which other projects are funded that still qualify for 
sales tax.  Ms. Lehman stated that it is the responsibility of the city’s external auditor to address 
these issues. 
  



  
The date for the next Sales Surtax Committee meeting to review today’s requested information 
was scheduled for October 19, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  This meeting will be held in Room 235.  The 
Sales Surtax Joint Public meeting was rescheduled to November 10th in order to get back the 
requested information.  The meeting to discuss next year’s cycle was scheduled for April 18. 
2016 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Ms. Lehman advised that she will be retiring later this month and Mr. Kelly has appointed Gary 
Cooney to replace her on the committee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Wendy Taylor 
 
 
 
 


